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PREFACE. 


The following pages are written under peculiar circumstances, per¬ 
haps the most peculiar that ever attended the birth of a literary work. 
Incarcerated in prison and awaiting trial for the most serious otfense 
known to the law, it has been written only after mature deliberation, 
against the advice my friends, and in direct opposition to the posi¬ 
tive instructions of my counsel, who have attempted in every way to 
dissuade me from its publication; but the circumstances under which 
I am placed, in my judgment, make it imperative that I should dis¬ 
regard all of these considerations. 

For months I have been vilified by the public press, held up to the 
world as the most atrocious criminal of the age, directly and indirectly 
accused of the murder of at least a score of victims, many of whom 
have been my closest personal friends. 

The object of this extended and continuous enumeration of alleged 
crimes has been apparently to create a public sentiment so prejudiced 
against me as to make a fair and impartial trial impossible. My 
friends have been alienated, my nearest kindred plunged in grief, 
and the world horrified by the bloody recital of imaginary crimes, 

I feel therefore justified in the course I am now pursuing, and am 
impelled by an imperative sense of duty to publicly deny these atro¬ 
cious calumnies. The following pages will therefore be found to contain 
a simple and complete narrative of my entire life, and a full history 
of my associations and dealings with Mr. and Mrs. B, F. Fitezel and 
their children, the alleged disappearance of Minnie Williams and the 
tragic death of her sister Nannie. 

My sole object in this publication is to vindicate my name from the 
horrible aspersions cast upon it. and to appeal to a fair-minded Ameri¬ 
can public for a suspension of judgment, and fbr that free and fair trial 
which is the birthright of every American citizen, and the pride and 
bulwark of our American Constitution, H- H, M« 
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OME with me, if you will, to a tiny, 
quiet New England village, nestling 
among the picturesquely rugged hills 
of New Hampshire. This little hamlet 
has for over a century been known as 
Gilmanton Academy. So called in 
honor of an institution of learning of 
that name, founded there by a few sturdy, self- 
denying and God-fearing men, over a hundred 
years ago, who, could they now leave their silent 
resting places in the church-yard near by, and 
again wander lor an hour through these quiet 
streets, would, with the exception of new faces, 
see little change. 

Here, in the year i86l, I, Herman W. Mudgett, 
the author of these pages, was born. That the 
first years of my life were different from those of 
any other ordinary country-bred boy, I have no 
reason to think. That I was well trained by lov¬ 
ing and religious parents, I know, and any devi¬ 
ations in my after life from the straight and 
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narrow way of rectitude arc not attributable to 
the want of a tender mother’s prayers or a father’s 
control, emphasized, when necessary, by the 
liberal use of the rod wielded by no sparing hand. 

On my fifth birthday I was given my first suit of 
boy’s clothing, and soon after was sent to the 
village school-house where the school was “kept.” 
I had daily to pass the office of one village doctor, 
the door of which was seldom if ever barred. 
Partly from its being associated in my mind as 
the source of all the nauseous mixtures that had 
been my childish terror (for this was before the 
day of children’s medicines), and partly because 
of vague rumors I had heard regarding its con¬ 
tents, this place was one of peculiar abhorence to 
me, and this becoming known to two of my older 
schoolmates, they one day bore me struggling 
and shrieking beyond its awful portals ; nor did 
they desist until I had been brought face to face 
with one of its grinning skeletons, which, with 
arms outstretched, seemed ready in its turn to 
seize me. It was a wicked and dangerous thing 
to do to a child of tender years and health, but it 
proved an heroic method of treatment, destined 
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ultimately to cure me of my fears, and to incul¬ 
cate in me, first, a strong feeling of curiosity, and, 
later, a desire to learn, which resulted years after¬ 
wards in my adopting medicine as a profession. 

When I was about eight years old, an unusual 
occurrence took place in our village—the ar¬ 
rival of an itinerant photographer. He was a 
man apparently suffering from some slight lame¬ 
ness, and gladly accepted my offer to act as his 
errand boy, and in payment for my services he 
was to execute for me a likeness of myself. One 
morning upon going to his office I found the door 
still locked. It was immediately opened, how¬ 
ever, by the artist, sufficiently for him to hand to 
me a small wooden block broken in two pieces. 
He instructed me to take them to our village 
wagon maker and have him make a new one, 
which I was to return to him. I did this, and 
upon entering the office again, I found the artist 
partially clothed and sitting near the door, which 
he at once locked. He then proceeded to re¬ 
move the greater portion of one of his legs, and 
not having known until then what was the cause 
of his lameness, in fact, not ever having seen or 
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even known that such a thing as artificial limbs 
existed, my consternation can better be imagined 
than described. Had he next proceeded to re¬ 
move his head in the same mysterious way I 
should not have been further surprised. He 
must have noticed my discomfiture, for as soon as 
his mending process had sufficiently progressed, 
he quickly placed me in a dim light, and standing 
upon his whole leg. and meantime waving the 
other at me, he took my picture, which in a few 
days he gave to me. I kept it for many years, 
and the thin terror-stricken face of that bare 
footed, home-spun clad boy I can yet see. 

In those days in our quiet village, so remote 
from the outside world, that even a locomotive 
whistle could scarcely be heard, daily news¬ 
papers were rare and almost unknown, our usual 
source of information being the weekly papers 
and a few periodicals; and in one of these I saw 
a glowing offer, emphasized by a fine illustration 
of a gold watch and chain, a few of which would 
be sold at a comparatively trifling sum. Surely 
this was for me the *nc opportunity of my life, 
and although my entire wealth at that time 
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consisted mostly of pennies and other small coins, 
almost every one having for me its own peculiar 
history, all of which I converted into more trans¬ 
ferable shape by exchanging them with our shoe¬ 
maker, who was also my confidant in the matter, 
was hardly more than sufficient to buy the 
watch. 

I was far more concerned lest, before my order 
should reach the distant city, all would be sold, 
than troubled over the depleted condition of my 
purse. Then came anxious days of waiting and 
later the arrival of the watch, and after going 
alone to my room to wind it and deciding which 
pocket was most suitable for its reception, and 
still later going to the several stores and some 
houses, bargaining beforehand with a little friend 
that, in consideration of his accompanying me 
and at each place asking in an unconcerned man¬ 
ner what time it was, that he should wear it the 
greater part of the day, although I was to be 
present that no harm befell my treasure; but 
before it came time for him to wear it the wheels 
had ceased to turn, the gold had lost its lustre, 
and the whole affair had turned into an occasion 
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of ridicule for my companions and of self-reproach 
to myself. 

My first falsehood and my first imprisonment 
occurred synchronously, and were occasioned as 
follows:— 

One morning as I was driving our small herd 
of cows, which had a few days previously been 
increased by the addition of several others belong¬ 
ing to a neighbor, to their usual feeding ground, 
outside the limits of the village, an inquisitive 
neighbor met me and asked, “Whose be they?'’ 
I replied very proudly, “Ours.’’ “What, all of 
them? “Yes, all, everyone, and that best one is 
mine, my own." An hour later upon returning 
to my home I found father waiting to receive me. 
He demanded why I had told Richard the lie 
about the cows, but before I could answer him 
my mind was most effectually taken up by the 
production of an implement, to which I was no 
stranger, and by its vigorous use. After this I 
was consigned to an upper room and strictly 
enjoined to speak to no one, and for the ensu¬ 
ing day I should have no food. My absence was 
soon noticed by my playmates and the cause 
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ascertained, and not long after upon looking out 
of the window I saw my little friend perched upon 
the fence nearby, looking almost as disconsolate 
as I, and later in the day, after sundry pantomime 
communications he came with a liberal supply of 
food, which, with the aid of the ever present ball 
of cord, which you can find in almost every boy’s 
pocket, I was soon enjoying. Accompanying the 
f ood was a note written in his scrawly hand en- 
couraging me to “never mind,” and that upon 
the following Saturday we would go down and let 
Richard’s cows into his cornfield. 

But this was not done, for late at night when 
the shadows in my room had assumed strange 
and fearful shapes, my mother came and taking 
me into her own room, knelt down and earnestly 
plead with me and for me, and it was many 
days before I forgot that lesson. This little note, 
however, with two others form a unique collection. 
The second was a joint production of my friend 
and myself, addressed to an unpopular school 
teacher one vacation upon our hearing that some 
slight financial calamity had overtaken him. This 
was done with the belief that a new teacher was 
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to take his place during the coming year, but in 
this we were mistaken. I had abundant evidence 
during the first day of the following term that he 
had received our letter, when he changed my 
seat f rom one I had long occupied, and which was 
very favorably located for looking into the street, 
to the opposite side of the room. M y seatmate 
was a very disagreeable and unpopular girl. 

The third note was also a joint production, 
written upon brown paper and tacked upon the 
barn door of a village farmer, who had, as we 
thought, misused us. It was not a lengthy note, 
the words being “ Who will pull your weeds next 
year? ” This note was occasioned by the farmer 
engaging us for a stipulated price to rid a field of 
a large weed that is common there, and a great 
hindrance to the healthy growth of other products. 
The weeds were tall and strong, and the pittance 
we were to receive was ridiculously small for the 
amount of work. But when we had finished and 
held out our tiny, blistered hands for our pay, it 
was not forthcoming. We went again and again 
for it, and being convinced it was useless to go 
more, we returned quietly with two large baskets 
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to where we had piled the weeds, to be dried 
preparatory to their being burned, and very soon 
thereafter the seeds from all that we had pulled 
were sown broadcast over the field again. It is, 
perhaps, a small matter to speak of here, but it 
so well illustrates the principle that many times 
in my after life influenced me to make ,my con* 
science become blind, that I thought well to write 
of it. 

My first business ventures consisted of a pair 
of twin calves that I raised, and later to bring 
home, on a stormy winter day, a tiny lamb given 
to me by a farmer, which, in time, together with 
a few others purchased later, expanded into a 
flock of about forty sheep. Both ventures were 
failures, however, from a financial point of view, 
but the failures were nothing compared with the 
collapse of the innumerable air castles which had 
depended upon the result of these speculations. 

One day I found a purse containing about $40; 
an immense sum at that time to me. In the 
purse were other papers showing me plainly who 
the owner was. I know that I hesitated, but only 
for a moment; and having made up my mind 


could not too soon return it to its owner, and 
because I had hesitated was adverse to receiving 
the reward offered me. 

When I was about nineteen years of age 
(the preceding years having been filled in for 
the most part with six to nine months each 
year of preparatory studies and the balance of 
the time devoted to work and teaching) I was 
prepared to enter the Dartmouth College, but 
instead of doing so, I decided to commence 
a medical course at once, and, with this object in 
view, I matriculated at the University of Vermont, 
at Burlington, where I remained one college year, 
deciding, before it had expired, to complete my 
course at some larger college, and the following 
September found me at Ann Arbor, Mich. 
After having paid my college fees, bought my 
books and other articles necessary for my second 
year in college, I found myself hundreds of 
miles away from friends and relatives, and with 
about $60 in money with nine months of hard 
study before me, allowing but little time for out¬ 
side work if I wished to keep up in my studies 
with the other members of my class. 
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About this time I first became acquainted with 
a Canadian, a fellow-student, and from then until 
the time of his death he was one of the very few 
intimate friends I have ever allowed myself. 

The limits of this book will not allow me to write 
the many quaint and some ghastly experiences of 
our medical education were I otherwise disposed 
to do so. Suffice it to say, that they stopped far 
short of desecration of country graveyards, as has 
been repeatedly charged, as it is a well-known 
fact that in the State of Michigan all the material 
necessary for dissection work is legitimately sup¬ 
plied by the State. At the end of my junior year 
I entered into an agreement with a fluent repre¬ 
sentative of a Chicago firm to spend my vacation 
in the northwest portion of Illinois representing 
his firm as a book agent. In this venture I 
committed the first really dishonest act of my life. 

The firm as well as the book itself, from the 
sale of which I had been assured I could earn 
hundreds of dollars during my vacation, was a 
fraud, and after the most strenuous efforts, having 
succeeding in selling a sufficient number to defray 
my expenses and pay my return fare to Ann 
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Arbor, I came back without making a settlement 
with the firm there, and for the remainder of my 
vacation earned what money I could in and about 
the college city. 

I could hardly count my Western trip a failure, 
however, for I had seen Chicago. 

The remainder of my medical course differed 
very little from the first two years ; filled perhaps 
more completely with hard work and study, and 
almost wholly devoid of pleasure and recreation. 
At last, however, in June, 1884, our examinations 
were passed, our suspense was ended and I left 
Ann Arbor with my diploma, a good theoretical 
knowledge of medicine, but with no practical 
knowledge of life and of business. After taking 
a vacation of less than one week in my old New 
Hampshire home, I went to Portland, Maine, and 
engaged with a large business firm of that city to 
represent them in Northern New York in the sale 
of their products ; my prime object being to find 
some favorable location in this way where I could 
become a practitioner. Such an opening ivas not 
easily found, hoivever, and I accepted a ivinter 
school to teach at Mooers Forks, N. J., and later 
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opened an office i n that village. Here I stayed for 
one year doing good and conscientious work, for 
which I received plenty of gratitude but little or 
no money, and in the fall of 1885 starvation was 
staring me in the lace, and finally I was forced to 
sell first one and-then the last of my two horses, 
and having done this I resolved to go elsewhere 
before all of my means were again exhausted. 

During my long years there in New York I had 
abundant time to work out the details of a scheme 
that my University friend, before referred to, and 
myself had talked over during our hungry college 
days as a possible last resort in case our medical 
practice proved a failure; and from certain letters 
I had received from him, I judged that he, too, had 
not found all his hardships at an end upon re¬ 
ceiving his diploma. I therefore went to where 
he was located, and found that though his expe¬ 
rience had been less disheartening than my own, 
it had from a pecuniary standpoint been far from 
successful. During this visit we carefully planned 
the following method of obtaining money:— 

At some future date a manwhom my friend knew' 
and could trust, w’ho then carried considerable 


life insurance, was to increase the same so that 
the total amount carried should be $40,000; 
and as he was a man of moderate circumstances 
he was to have it understood that some sudden 
danger he had escaped (a runaway accident) had 
impelled him to more fully protect his family in 
the future. Later he should become addicted to 
drink, and while temporarily insane from its use 
should, as it would appear afterwards, kill his wife 
and child. 

In reality they were to go to the extreme West 
and await his arrival there at a later date. Sud¬ 
denly the husband was to disappear, and some 
months later a body badly decomposed and 
dressed in the clothing he was known to wear 
was to be found, and with it a statement to the 
effect that while in a drunken rage he had killed 
his family and had shipped their dismembered 
bodies to two separate and distant warehouses to 
conceal the crime, first having partially preserved 
the remains by placing them in strong brine. 
That he did not care to live longer, and that his 
property and insurance should pass to a relative 
whom he was to designate in this letter. 
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At the proper time he was to join his family in 
the West, and remain there permanently, the 
relative collecting the insurance, a part of which 
was to be sent to him, a part to be retained by 
the relative, and the remainder to be divided be¬ 
tween tis. This scheme called for a considerable 
amount of material, no less than three bodies in 
fact. This difficulty was easily overcome, how¬ 
ever, so long as it was supposed that they were 
needed for experimental purposes, but no doctor 
could call for three bodies at one time without 
exciting suspicion, and so it was arranged that I 
was to go to Chicago for the winter, and some 
time during the intervening months we should 
both contribute toward the necessary supply. I 
reached Chicago in November, 1885, but finding 
it difficult to obtain satisfactory employment, I 
went to Minneapolis, where I spent the winter in 
a drug store as a clerk. Meantime, my friend 
had promptly obtained his portion and placed it in 
the storage in Delaware, from which place it was 
shipped to me later in Chicago. I remained in 
Minneapolis until May, 1886, when I returned to 
Chicago. My own life I had insured meantime 


20 


for $20,000, which, at a later date, I intended to 
realize upon. I had prior to this time made 
arrangements to furnish my portion of the ma¬ 
terial. After reaching Chicago, certain sudden 
changes in my plans called me hastily to New 
York City, and I decided to take a part of the 
material there and leave the balance in a Chicago 
warehouse. This necessitated the repacking of 
the same, and to accomplish this I went to a 
hotel (May, 1886), where I registered under an 
assumed name, and occupied a room and had the 
package, which had been shipped from Detroit, 
taken there, and carefully removing the carpet 
from one portion of the room I divided the ma¬ 
terial into two packages. In doing this the door 
became discolored. 

Later, one of these packages was placed in 
the Fidelity Storage Warehouse in Chicago, and 
the other I took with me to New York and placed 
it in a safe place, Upon my trip from Chicago 
to New York I read two accounts of the detetion 
of crime connected with this class of work, and 
for the first time I realized how well organized 
and well prepared the leading insurance companies 
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were to detect and punish this kind of fraud, and 
this, together with a letter I received upon reach¬ 
ing my destination, and the sudden death of my 
friend, caused all to be abandoned. 

Soon after leaving New York I came to Phila¬ 
delphia, where I sought employment in some drug 
store where I could hope to become either a 
partner or an owner. Not finding such an oppor¬ 
tunity at once I took a situation as a keeper in the 
Norristown Asylum. This was my first expe¬ 
rience with insane persons, and so terrible was it 
that for years afterwards, even now sometimes, I 
see their faces in my sleep. Fortunately within a 
few days after entering tlie Asylum I received 
word that I could obtain different employment in 
a drug store on Columbia avenue, which I at once 
accepted. About July ist, one afternoon, a child 
entered the store and exclaimed, “I want a doc¬ 
tor ! the medicine we got here this morning has 
killed my brother (or sister).” I could remember 
of no sale that morning corresponding to the one 
she hastily described, but I made sure that a physi¬ 
cian was at once sent to the house, and having 
done this I hastily wrote a note to my employer. 


22 


stating the nature of the trouble, and left the city 
immediately for Chicago, and it was not until nine 
years later that I knew the result of the case. 

Later, when it became necessary to disprove 
the alarming statements that were made relative 
to various persons having been killed at 701 
Sixty-third street, I placed in the proper authori¬ 
ties’ hands a f ull collection of documentary evi¬ 
dence, consisting of railroad and storage ware¬ 
house receipts, letters, references and dates suffi¬ 
cient to show the truthfulness of my statements. 

Upon reaching Chicago I found I could obtain 
no employment as a druggist until I had passed 
an examination at Springfield, Ill., and when I 
went there for that purpose I gave my name as 
H, H. Holmes, and under this name I have since 
done most of my business. Later, in July, 1886, 
I went to 701 Sixty-third street, Chicago, where I 
found a small store owned by a physician, who, 
owing to ill-health, wished to sell badly. A little 
later I bought it, paying for it for the most part 
with money secured by mortgaging the stock and 
fixtures, agreeing to repay this loan at the rate 
of $100 per month. My trade was good, and for 
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the first time in my life I was established in a 
business that was satisfactory to me. 

But very soon my landlord, seeing that I was 
prospering well, made me aware that my rent 
would be increased, and to protect myself I was 
forced to purchase at a great expense the vacant 
property opposite the location I then occupied, 
and to erect a building thereon. Here my real 
troubles commenced. The expense incurred was 
wholly beyond the earning capacity of my busi¬ 
ness, and for the next few years I was obliged to 
plunge deeply in debt in every direction; and, 
worse than this, when these debts became due, il 
unable to meet them to resort to all means ol 
procuring a stay or evading them altogether. At 
last there came a day when Thomas Fallon, a 
constable, together with a lawyer named Sanforth, 
both of Chicago, came to my store to attach the 
same to satisfy the claim of some impatient 
creditor. And during the appraisal of the goods 
they came and asked me the contents of two 
small barrels. 

I gave them some misleading answer, and bring¬ 
ing out other goods to attract their attention, 


they were passed for the time being. They were 
the two packages I had arranged more than a 
year before at a certain hotel, and which had been 
removed from the storehouses in Chicago anti 
New York, first to my former store, and later to 
the new one. 

A soon as possible after this attachment took 
place, I resolved to permanently dispose of both 
these packages, and to do so, I opened the 
smaller of them and commenced its destruction 
by burning in a large furnace, then in the base¬ 
ment. The experience was so unpleasant, owing 
to the terrible odor produced, that I did not 
think it safe to destroy more of it in the same 
way, and therefore buried the remainder of that 
package, as well as the fragments that were par¬ 
tially burned, in the places where they have lately 
been found. 

The other package was removed, unopened, 
from the building, and so disposed of that it is 
hardly probable it will ever be found, and I do 
not feel called upon to bring it forth, as it would 
only serve to add more newspaper notoriety to 
the case. 
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If, however, my life is ever jeopardized, or my 
other statements discredited owing to want of 
additional proof in this matter, I shall at once 
cause it to be produced, and my so doing will 
result in showing that the portions therein con¬ 
tained are parts of the two bodies already found, 
and more important still that the package thus 
brought to light has necessarily occupied its 
present location for nearly seven years. 

This will be corroborated by documentary 
evidence, freight, express and warehouse receipts, 
letters, etc., already in the hands of the authori¬ 
ties, together with evidence from workmen, if still 
alive and to be found. 

Early in 1888, needing some extra carpenters, 
there came to me, in response to an advertise¬ 
ment, a tall, thin, muscular man, whom, at the 
time, I took to be a farmer from the Western 
plains. 
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BENJAMIN F. PlTEZEL. 
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He assured me, however, that he was a car¬ 
penter, able to do as much and as good work 
as anyone else, that his name w r as Benjamin F. 
Pitezel, that he had a large family, was badly in 
need of work for their support and begged me to 
give him a trial. This I did, but soon found him 
to be a dreamer. 

Coming to him at his work I would find him 
with a set of figures and perhaps a diagram illus¬ 
trative of their use, or busy making a model of 
some complicated contrivance. This proceeded 
so far that for my own protection I had to cause 
him to work by contract instead of by the day, 
although I found him fully as improvident of his 
own time as he had been of mine. Little by little 
I gretvto like his quiet ways, and to depend upon 
him to take charge of the work at times when I 
was obliged to be absent, and one day I said to 
him, “Ben, with all your mechanical ingenuity you 
should have been a rich man before now. How 
is it?” His answer was that heretofore the world 
had not seemed to be inclined to be kind to him. 
This seemed so aptly to describe my own case, 
that I talked with him further from time to time, 
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and a summary of what I learned was as 
follows :— 

He, like myself, had been a country-bred boy, 
knowing few pleasures, but, unfortunately, re¬ 
ceiving few school advantages. At a compara¬ 
tively early age he had married and commenced 
life as a farmer in Illinois or Indiana. Later he 
had moved to Kansas, and, later still, had been 
forced to leave that State owing to some legal 
trouble with a bank there, to which he had given 
a worthless mortgage to secure a loan in money. 
After leaving Kansas he had wandered through 
the Western States, principally in the gold regions, 
and finally had settled in Chicago with his family, 
which, while he traveled, had remained in Kansas. 
Very soon after reaching Chicago he had com¬ 
menced working ior me. and from that time until 
September 2, 1894, when he died, he was con¬ 
tinually in my employ, working as a carpenter 
and builder, and as a real estate dealer and as a 
wholesale lumber merchant, buying and shipping 
lumber from the South and West to Chicago 
and St, Louis, where I also sold the same 
products. 
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I think it was in 1889 that I was one day 
waited upon by two gentlemen who wished to 
sell me a gas machine, by using which I could be 
forever independent of the regular city gas com. 
pany. So great were the inducements held 
out that I later met them at their office in La Salle 
street, and before leaving them had bought one 
of the machines, which a few days later was ar¬ 
ranged in the basement of my building, and I 
had notified the city company that thereafter I 
should cease to be one of their patrons. For two 
days the new machine performed wonders, and I 
recommended it to many of my customers and 
friends. The third evening when I was very 
busy my store was suddenly enveloped in dark¬ 
ness. I was obliged to turn away my customers 
and close for the want of light, and from then 
until morning I wrestled with my gas machine; 
and when Pitezel came to his day’s work he found 
me still perspiring, and, I fear, swearing over it. 

The machine was to him as a new toy to a 
child, although he soon assured me that as a gas 
producer it was an absolute failure. That after¬ 
noon I instructed him to temporarily connect it 
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with the city gas to provide light lor the evening, 
and next day I would go to the company and 
make a new application to again become a per¬ 
manent customer. As he finished making the 
connection he remarked that he thought that it 
would be a good permanent arrangement without 
going to the gas company. His quiet remark 
resulted in my having him, next day, lead the gas 
from the city main to the machine underground 
in such a way that it would not be known without 
a close inspection, and this I did, not to defraud 
the city, but '‘to get even” with the company who 
had defrauded me. A few evenings thereafter 
the president of this company called upon me, 
and, after quietly studying my new light for a 
time, spoke to me of it. 

I then toM him that I had bought his machine 
for the purpose of trying a new gas that for years 
I had been experimenting with. Several other 
visits followed, and although I was apparently 
averse to disposing of my new discovery, I finally 
did so, taking in return first a contract so skill¬ 
fully worded that there could later be no claims 
brought against me, and, second, a check for a 
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large sum of money. Had matters stopped here 
as I had at first intended, all would have been 
well, but I neglected disconnecting from the city 
supply from day to day, until finally an inspector, 
more energetic than his fellow-workers, became 
aware of it, and this resulted in my very willingly 
choosing to pay a five hundred dollar gas bill in 
preference to being openly written up and per¬ 
haps prosecuted. 

There have occurred other deals of a somewhat 
similar nature, and generally inspired by the same 
motive, but this one suffices as an example of 
those that occurred later. Sometime previous to 
this I had had occasion to employ an attorney to 
transact some business in which certain papers 
had to be signed in my New Hampshire name, 
and to do this work I employed one I did not 
know in order that my real name should not be 
confounded with the name of Holmes, under 
which I had been known and had done all my 
work since commencing business in Chicago. 

About a year after consulting this attorney, I 
was called into court as a witness on some trivial 
case, and while giving my testimony under the 
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name of Holmes, I saw him sitting in the court 
room apparently much mystified. Instead of 
denouncing me to the court, as he might easily 
have done, he spoke to me alone, and, later, feel¬ 
ing he had done me a most kind favor I gave to 
him the greater part of my legal work ; but 
though he attended to this conscientiously for me 
as an attorney, he at no time encouraged me to 
acts that were wrong, nor was he a party to them, 
and the late newspaper comments reflecting upon 
his integrity are most unjust and uncalled for. 

Aside from this one incident I know of no time 
during the nine years prior to my arrest that my 
two names conflicted the one with the other, or 
caused me trouble or annoyance. 

In 1890 I added a jewelry store to my business, 
and placed Julius L, Connor in charge of that and 
my drug business, his wife, Julia Connor, assist¬ 
ing him as cashier for a time, who, after the sale 
of the store, lived in the building and supported 
herself and child by taking boarders. That she 
is a woman of quick temper and perhaps not 
always of a good disposition may be true, but 
that any of her friends and relatives will believe 
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her to be an immoral woman, or one who would 
be a party to a criminal act, I do not think. She 
lived for her child, and her one fear was that she 
should lose her, and as soon as the daughter is of 
sufficient age to protect herself, I feel that her 
whereabouts will be made known. I last saw her 
about January i, 1892, when a settlement of her 
rent was made. At this time she had announced 
not only to me, but to her neighbors and friends, 
that she was going away. 

At this interview she told me that, while she 
had given her destination as Iowa, she was going 
elsewhere to avoid the chance of her daughter 
being taken from her, giving the Iowa destination 
to mislead her husband. I corresponded with her 
upon business matters later, and the so-called 
secreted letters lately found could only have been 
obtained from my Chicago letter files, in which 
hundreds of my business letters were stored away 
in alphabetical order. 

In 1890 I opened an office on Dearborn street, 
Chicago, and organized “The Warner Glass- 
Bending Co.," the principal value of which con¬ 
sisted in certain not very clearly-defined ideas I 
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possessed upon the subject of bending glass for 
mechanical purposes. This was a stock company, 
in which I had interested, among others, Osmer 
W. Fay, a most reputable and honest man (a 
retired minister), of whom I will speak later in 
this history. Suffice it say here that, when I 
found that he had invested the principal part of 
his savings in my company, knowing that it would 
not be a successful business venture to others, 
save myself, I returned to him his investment 
with interest. At this time Pitezel was in the 
same office with me, selling an invention he had 
lately patented, known as “ Pitezel’s Automatic 
Coal Bin,” I later established him in an office 
by himself where he opened a patent exchange 
similar to the one he was conducting in Philadel¬ 
phia at the time of his death. 

At about this time, Patrick Quinlan, a whole- 
souled Irishman, had left his farm in Michigan to 
come to the city to work during the winter 
months, and commenced his service with me. He 
soon became almost indispensable, owing to his 
careful management and supervision of help and 
general faithfulness, and for several years he 


worked for me continually, though during that 
time he did no illegal act nor committed any 
wrong so far as I know. 

Early in 1891 I became interested in one of the 
most seductive and misleading inventions that 
has ever been placed before the American public; 
a device known as the “ABC Copier,” which 
had been brought to this country from Europe by 
a prominent official of the World’s Fair. 

He had been swindled in its purchase, and, 
knowing this, was very willing to dispose of one- 
half interest in the invention to me for $9,000 
worth of “securities.” A company was immedi¬ 
ately formed, and by using his name freely as the 
president ol same, we were able to make over 
$50,000 worth of contracts for future delivery be¬ 
fore our offices had been open sixty days, num¬ 
bering among our customers many large insur¬ 
ance companies and prominent wholesale houses. 

However, I was glad to sell my interests, clear¬ 
ing about $22,000 in cash upon the entire deal. 
It was.at this time, while employing quite a large 
office force, that Mr. j, L. Connor asked me to 
give his sister Gertrude some work to do. Instead 


of doing so at once I told him I would aid him in 
furnishing her with the means to take a short 
course in a business college, and if later she 
proved proficient, I would give her employment. 
Shortly after her commencing to attend this busi¬ 
ness college, she received an offer of marriage 
from a young clerk in Chicago. She spoke to us 
of it, and asked us to learn, if we could, of the 
antecedents of the young man and of his pros¬ 
pects. Our investigation resulted in learning that 
he had a wife living in Chicago. Gertrude was 
inclined to disbelieve this statement, and not 
expressing herself as being willing to break the 
engagement, Mr. Connor thought best to send 
her to her home in Iowa. A statement from the 
physician who attended her at the time of her 
death, long after this, speaks lor itself effectually 
disproving one of the most persistent and dis¬ 
agreeable charges that have been brought against 
me. I have had many young ladies in my employ, 
most of whom are still living in and about Chicago, 
whose parents and friends know only too well 
that far from being their seducer I have done 
much to materially help them in their narrow lives, 
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owing to the enormous competitions in Chicago 
for positions. 

At about this time I sent Pitczel South upon an 
extended lumber purchasing trip, and upon his 
return to Chicago he encountered some severe 
domestic troubles, the full details of which he 
did not tell me until long afterwards. But at the 
time they resulted in a neighborhood quarrel and 
some arrests, and thereafter he grew more 
morose, and drank more freely than he had done 
heretofore, but managed to do so during my 
absence or after working hours, as he knew me 
to be wholly intolerant of drunkenness in my em¬ 
ployees. 

It was about January i, 1S93, when I first met 
Minnie R. Williams at the intelligence office of 
Mr. William Campbell on Dearborn street, 
Chicago, whom she had engaged to provide her 
with a position as stenographer. 
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I found her to be a bright, intelligent woman, 
an interesting conversationalist and one who I 
could see had seen much of the world. When 
she had been working in my office for a few 
weeks, knowing that she had a history, I asked 
her one stormy winter afternoon to tell it to me. 
After considerable hesitation she did so, in nearly 
the following words :— 

" My earliest remembrance is of a poor home 
in the South. My father was a drunkard and my 
poor mother was not strong. One terrible day 
my f ather was brought to us dead, and very soon 
after this mother’s strength seemed to leave her 
utterly, and she soon followed him, leaving me, a 
tiny child, together with a still younger sister and 
a baby brother, to the tender mercies of the 
world. An aunt in Mississippi took my sister 
to live with her, and another relative cared for 
brother, and an uncle, a physician, adopted me. 

" During the short time he lived he was a loving 
and tender father to me, and at his death willed 
to me all of his possessions. A guardian was 
appointed to care for me, but I was not again 
happy until years later, when Mr. Massie was 
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appointed to take his place, and since then I have 
looked upon him and his wife as my parents, 

“When I was 17 years old I was sent to Boston 
to finish my education at the Conservatory of 
Music. At first, after leaving my warm Southern 
home, I nearly died from homesickness, and you 
will not wonder that having met at some place of 
entertainment in Boston a young gentleman, and 
having found that he was an honest clerk, occupy¬ 
ing a position where he could hope f*r advance¬ 
ment, I allowed him to address me, and later 
became engaged to him, 

“ Soon after the engagement he introduced 
me to a gentleman who is prominently known 
throughout the New England States. He is much 
older than myself, 

“ From the first time I met him he seemed to 
exert a powerful influence over me, I loved his 
wife, and my visits to her made a pleasant break 
in the tedium of my school work, but as soon as 
he came home, or I tvas in his company, I was ill 
at ease, my mind being filled with an indefinable 
presentiment of evil. I avoided meeting him 
alone upon all occasions when it was possible for 
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me to do so, but he would often insist upon ac¬ 
companying me to my home, and this, owing to 
their continued courtesies to me, I could not well 
refuse. All too soon there came a day when I 
could no longer look into the eyes of either my 
lover or of those of my betrayer, and lor more 
than a year thereafter I was wholly under the 
influence of my seducer; so much so, that any 
and all good resolutions I would make during his 
absence would vanish upon meeting him again, 
and my life became one of mental torture to me, 
for by nature I was a pure-minded girl. 

“ Our meetings for the most part took place 
at a hotel near his place of business, a portion 
of which was available for meetings of this 
kind, so long as the parties were known to the 
manager. 

“ During the year I broke my engagement with 
my lover, and by so doing apparently deserved 
his reproaches for heartless ness, although if he 
could have known it my motive was of an entirely 
different nature. As though my burden had not 
at this time been sufficiently heavy for me to bear, 
about the end of this year I became aware that 
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another and still more terrible calamity was in 
store for me, 

“ For days I sat in my room until it seemed I 
should go mad, and fearing lest I should utterly 
lose my reason I decided to kill myself, but no one 
realizes how dear life is until, thinking it worth¬ 
less, they have tried to destroy it. 

“ I could not do it, and there was nothing left for 
me to do but to go quietly away in a strange 
place, under a different name, and bear my shame. 

“I went to New York, engaged board under 
the name of Adele Covell, in a quiet portion of 
the city. 

" Physically, I had never been strong, and now 
followed days and weeks of serious illness until, 
to save my reason, the life of my unborn child 
was sacrificed. As soon as I was able I returned 
to my Texas home, accounting as best I could for 
my terribly haggard appearance. 

“ Later, feeling that there was left little that I 
could do, and being wholly reckless of my future, 
I prepared f or the stage, and f or three years I was 
almost continually before the public. Becoming 
somewhat ambitious I organized a company, and 
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for a time traveled through the New England 
towns and small cities under the name of Geral¬ 
dine Wandc. 

“This venture cost me between five and ten 
thousand dollars, and in 1891 I went to Denver, 
Colorado, as a member of a theatrical company 
then playing a prominent engagement. There I 
staid until the burning of the theatre, which caused 
my engagement to end, and not being able to 
find another suitable opening, I decided to pre¬ 
pare myself for office work. 

“Unfortunately, while in Benver, I attracted the 
attention of a young man engaged to be married 
to a lady whom I knew and liked, and rather than 
to cause them trouble I decided to go elsewhere, 
though against the wishes of the young man, 
who, if I had allowed it, would have married me. 
At about this time my brother, whom I had never 
seen much of’ was killed, or rather died, as the 
result of a railroad accident at Leadville, Colo¬ 
rado, leaving sister Nannie, who is now teach¬ 
ing in Nudlothean, Texas, and to me, about 
$400 each, payable about one- year after his 
death. 
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“I went to Leadville to attend his funeral, and 
later came here to Chicago, where, until I ob¬ 
tained my position with you, I have been at times 
really in need of money, as owing to my unfor¬ 
tunate theatrical venture all my ready money has 
been used, and I now have left only one piece of 
good real estate in Fort Worth, Texas, valued at 
#6,000 but encumbered for #1,700. 

“A piece of land adjoining my property, of which 
Mr. Massey has recently written me, can be sold 
by him for $2,500, besides paying a heavy mort¬ 
gage standing against it. 

“I have also one small, unimproved lot near 
Dallas, Texas, worth about $200/’ 

During the spring of 1893 I was, if possible, 
more busy than ever before. 

Among other work, preparing my building to 
rent to a prospective tenant, who would use the 
entire five stories and forty rooms, at a good 
rental, if I could get it completed in time for 
World's Fair purposes. 

This left me with little time to attend to my 
office duties, which gradually Miss Williams took 
more and more into her own hands, showing a 
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remarkable aptitude for the work. During the 
first weeks she boarded at a distance, but later, 
from about the 1st of March until the 15th of 
May, 1893, she occupied rooms in the same build¬ 
ing and adjoining my offices. 

Here occasionally meals were served from the 
restaurant near at hand, and if any bones have 
really been found in the stove there I think it 
will later be learned, by microscopical examina¬ 
tion, that they are the remnants of such meals. 
Certain it is that no human being was ever cre¬ 
mated there during my occupancy of the room, 
my own experience years ago being quite sufficient 
to show me the danger of such proceedings on 
account of the awful odor, if I had no other 
motive to deter me from such a course. 

About the first of April I dictated quite a number 
of urgent letters to parties who were owing me, 
requesting them to make immediate settlement 
of their accounts, as I was much in need of the 
money at this time. Some days later Minnie 
brought me a draft for about $2,500 and asked 
me to use it until she should need it, explaining 
that this was the proceeds of the Texas sale she 
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had previously spoken to me about. 1 could make 
good use of the money at that time, but declined 
to take it until I had explained to her, at some 
length, more of my business aff airs than she had 
before known. And, finally, I caused to be trans¬ 
ferred to her, by warranty deed, a house and lot 
at Wilmette, Ill., valued at about $7,500, in order 
that she should be well protected against loss in 
case of my death. 

This money was returned to her about May 10. 
1893, from money obtained for this purpose from 
Isaac R. Hitt & Co., Chicago, who paid it to Miss 
Williams personally. At about this time she ex¬ 
pressed a wish that I should aid her in converting 
her remaining Southern property into either cash 
or improved Northern property. This was hard 
to do, and I finally advised her to execute a 
worthless deed (by having some one other than 
herself sign same) to a fictitious person and offer 
the property for sale at a very low cash figure, 
and years later, if she chose to do so, to demand 
an additional sum in exchange for the good deed. 

This was done, forging the name upon the deed 
so made, which deeds arc still in existence. When 


47 


matters had progressed thus far in our various 
transactions, Miss Williams was taken seriously 
ill lor several days at the house where we were 
stopping at the time. She suffered from the same 
form of acute mania that she had been troubled 
with in New York years before. She was under 
restraint at this hotel a few days about May 22 ( 1 , 
but owing to careful nursing and good medical 
attendance, she soon became so much better that 
she could plan intelligently with me what steps 
were best to be taken for her safety. 

It was decided that she should go to the Pres¬ 
byterian Hospital, near the Clybourne avenue car 
limits in Chicago, to stay until I could determine 
if she were in further danger. She entered this 
institution about May 23, 1893, as a private 
patient, and her ailment being such that it was 
prudent for her to pass for a married woman, she 
was enrolled upon the records there as Mrs. 
Williams. 

The greatest drawback to her improvement 
here was the fact that she knew she was in 
an asylum with other insane persons, and she 
soon begged me to take her to some private 
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apartments where she could receive special atten¬ 
tion. To accomplish this, I hired a house at 1220 
Wrightwood avenue, and early in June accom¬ 
panied Miss Williams there, and during my 
absences she was in care of a young woman 
hired lor this purpose. 

Here she rapidly improved, and during the 
following months exhibited only once any mani¬ 
acal symptoms, when, owing to some trivial dis¬ 
agreement with her attendants, she so frightened 
her that she left at once. At this time Miss 
Williams first spoke of inviting her sister to 
spend the summer and fall months with us, and in 
response to a letter Nannie came from Texas. I 
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met her at the train and found her to be a remark¬ 
ably quiet and gentle woman—apparently not 
very strong—certainly of a most kindly disposition. 
The sisters had never lived together for any con¬ 
siderable length of time, and they anticipated 
much pleasure in the society of each other. 
Minnie had asked that it should appear to her 
sister that we were married, and also that nothing 
should be said of her recent illness, which she 
now, day by day, seemed to be overcoming. 

I cannot imagine a happier, quieter life than 
they passed there during the month of June and 
the first part of July, 1893. I was extremely busy 
in the city, but was at the house whenever I 
could conveniently arrange it. Minnie had so far 
recovered as to attend to several business mat¬ 
ters and to aid me in my writing. Among other 
things, arrangements were made to convert her 
own and her sister’s interests in her brother’s 
estate into money, and to commence certain pre¬ 
liminary proceedings that would ultimately cause 
her betrayer in Boston to pay her a considerable 
sum, and, to make this easier, it was thought wise 
that she obtain some evidence in support of her 
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claim wiring to him for a small amount of 
money. 

This was done, and to this telegram he promptly 
responded by sending to her, by wire, $100. At 
the time it came to the Western Union office she 
was not feeling well enough to go there lor 
it, and I executed the proper papers, signing 
her name in her stead, and next day, to more 
fully protect her attorney in the matter, she 
executed a supplementary receipt in her own 
name. Later in the year it was her intention to 
return to Boston and go further with the matter. 
Late in June, upon returning one day from my 
business in the city, I met and was introduced by 
Miss Williams to a Mr. Edward Hatch, whom 
she had formerly known during her theatrical life 
(he was at that time attending the Columbian 
Exposition at Chicago). A few evenings later 
he accompanied Minnie, Nannie and myself to the 
Exposition, 

Early in July it became necessary for Miss 
Williams to leave the city for a day, and before 
doing so she asked that I come home early and 
not allow Nannie to remain alone during the 


evening and night. I went with Miss Williams to 
the cars, and later accompanied her sister as far 
as the business portion of the city, upon her way 
to spend the day at the Exposition. That evening 
I returned to the house at about 6 o’clock, and 
soon after Nannie also returned. During the 
previous weeks of Miss Williams' illness, I had 
been unable to be away from the house at night, 
and wishing to go out that evening I asked 
Nannie if she would mind staying in the rooms 
alone, explaining to her that there were two other 
families in the house. She replied that she would 
have no fear, and that being so tired from her 
day’s exertions among the crowds, she felt sure 
that she would sleep all night. 

This being arranged I went away, agreeing to 
call on my way to the city next morning, and 
asking her if her sister returned before I did to 
refrain from telling her I had staid elsewhere, 
giving to Nannie as my reason for this that her 
sister would feel annoyed at my leaving her 
alone. Next morning I reached the house at about 
8.30 o’clock, and shortly before Miss Williams 
returned. 
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Being in haste to reach the city I welcomed her, 
and almost immediately bade them both good¬ 
bye, and taking my bicycle from the hall started 
down the street. At this time both sisters were 
standing within the doorway of the house. 

Quite early in the afternoon, upon returning, 
I was surprised to notice the shades at the win¬ 
dows closely drawn. Entering the hall and passing 
from thence into the parlor, I was greeted by Miss 
Williams screaming to me :— 

" Is that you ? My God ! 1 thought you 

would never come. Nannie is dead J ” 

She was seated upon the floor holding her 
sister’s head in her arms, rocking back and forth 
and moaning, much as a mother would over a 
child that was dying or dead, I did not believe 
it at first—I made no effort to do so—looking 
upon it as one of the jokes which, when well, she so 
liked to indulge in, but a moment later I noticed 
the disordered condition of the room, and as my 
eyes became accustomed to the darkness, Miss 
Williams’ terrifi ed face, which good actress though 
she was, I knew she could not so successfully 
counterfeit. 
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I was alarmed and instantly was upon my 
knees beside them, to find to my horror that 
Nannie had probably been dead lor hours. By 
this time Miss Williams seemed almost as lifeless 
as her sister, and half leading, half carrying her, 
I took her to her room and did all I could to 
restore her, but it was hours before she was in a 
condition that would allow of her giving me an 
intelligent account of what had taken place during 
my absence. 

In the meantime I had carried Nannie to my 
own room, where she lay, looking more like one 
asleep than dead. The only mark of violence 
discernable being a slight discoloration upon one 
of her temples, from which a small quantity 
blood had apparently flowed. 

Later, in answer to my questions, I gained the 
following knowledge:— 

Upon my leaving the house in the morning, 
Miss Williams had seized her sister by the arm 
and ran romping with her through the rooms to 
the dining room, and without waiting to remove 
her hat had sat down at the table and drank some 
coffee, talking to Nannie the while. She had 


asked her what time I had reached the house the 
preceding evening, to which question Nannie 
answered that she did not know, as I was at home 
when she had herself returned, thus giving the 
impression that I had been there during the 
night. 

After finishing her lunch, Minnie had passed 
into her own room, had exchanged her street 
costume for a house dress, and then, in going to 
the front portion of the house, had passed through 
my room, and in doing so had noticed that it had 
not been occupied during the night. 

With this one thought in her disordered mind 
she had rushed into the adjoining room where her 
sister then sat, and in a voice, which only the very 
few who have been intimately acquainted with 
Miss Williams can appreciate and understand the 
tragedy of’ had said: 

“You devil! You have stolen my husband 
from me." 

At the same time she had struck her sister with 
a small foot-stool, causing her to fall to the floor, 
where, with hardly a struggle, she had ceased to 
breathe. 
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Miss Williams had, at the first moment, run to 
tlie lower portion of the house for assistance, but 
the people being absent lor the time being, she 
had returned, and at first thinking her sister had 
only fainted, had resorted to all the means of 
which she knew to resuscitate her. She soon 
found her efforts useless, and from then until I 
had arrived, had remained in the position in which 
I found her. 

After this came the terrible question of what 
steps should be taken. It is useless for me to 
speak noiv of what should have been done. What 
was finally decided upon is as follows :— 

I first wished to call in the authorities and ex¬ 
plain fully, and also have it known that at the 
moment the act was committed Miss Williams 
was not accountable for what she had done. She 
would not listen to this. Next, I suggested that 
it should appear that death had resulted from an 
accidental la.ll, but to any and all propositions that 
necessitated a court investigation she would hear 
nothing, begging me to go to Englewood, and 
with Patrick Quinlan’s aid take the body to some 
quiet place and bury it. 


Finding that the discussion was worrying her 
into another serious condition, I gave her some 
medicine, and as soon as I could do so safely, I 
left her, intending to goto Englewood, and did 
go as f ar as Twenty-second street. 

There were some reasons why this last men¬ 
tioned course would have been advantageous, as 
it was not generally known that I was living with 
Miss Williams as her husband; and those who 
did know of it did not know my identity, and to 
have this matter known, as well as the death, of 
her sister under such distressing circumstances, 
would have occasioned an amount of notoriety 
that would have been ruinous to me. 

But as I rode towards Englewood, I could see 
good reasons for not using Quinlan in the matter. 
His loyalty to me was such that I should not 
have feared his making it public, but I did not 
think I had a right to burden him with so terri¬ 
ble a secret. 

In fact, it was by never asking him to do any 
act that he could be held accountable for or that 
would jeopardize his property that the loyal feel¬ 
ing had been caused to exist, 
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Leaving the cars at Twenty-second street, I 
returned to the house, finding Miss Williams still 
asleep; later we clothed her sister in a light dress 
she had liked to wear, and taking the large trunk 
she had brought with her from Texas, I placed 
her therein as carefully as I could. 

No funeral rites were observed ; no prayers 
were said, for I felt that from either of us such 
would have been a mockery. I also took her small, 
well-worn Bible (this without Miss Williams’ 
knowledge) and later consigned it with her to her 
last resting place, which was all I felt at liberty 
to do. I then went to a livery stable and 
obtained a covered conveyance, stopping upon 
my return at the car barns near by, where there 
were many workmen waiting to take the cars. 1 
engaged one of them to accompany me to the 
house and help me place the trunk in the car¬ 
riage. 

I then drove to the lake-side, and waited until 
night had fallen, making it appear to parlies no¬ 
ticing me, if any, that I was awaiting the return 
of some belated boating party. Afterwards, I 
procured a boat at some distance, and took it near 
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my waiting place, and still later, with consider¬ 
able difficulty, I placed the trunk in it, and pro¬ 
ceeded about one mile from the shore. 

There in the darkness, passed beyond the 
sight of this world, into the ever grasping depths 
of Lake Michigan, all that was mortal of this 
beautiful Christian girl ; but from my sight it has 
never passed, nor has there been a day, an 
hour, since that awful night that I would not have 
given my life if by doing so that of Nannie Wil¬ 
liams could have been returned. 

Upon coming towards the shore I thought it 
wise to deposit the trunk upon another and more 
remote portion of the beach. I did this, and, after 
returning the boat, drove away, and later came 
back for the trunk. 

Upon reaching the house I found Miss Wil¬ 
liams more at ease. She had occupied her mind 
during my absence by collecting and placing in 
Nannie’s room all of her belongings, even those 
of her own things that her sister had used. 
She was inclined to talk to me and plan for the 
future, but lor this I had no heart, and little by 
little, as often as I could do so without exciting 
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her again, I told her that our life together was 
ended. 

I did not do this with anger, and agreed to 
guard her secret so long as it did not place my 
own life in danger. The housekeeping was broken 
up, and very shortly thereafter Mr. Hatch took 
her to Milwaukee, where she remained in a 
private institution until later in the summer. The 
cause that had produced her unsound mental 
condition had been removed. 

Hatch did not know of her sister’s death for 
months afterward, and then against my advice 
was it told to him, he supposing she had returned 
to her Texas friends. All of the things that 
Minnie had separated from her own were packed 
and taken to Englewood and were placed in a 
room in the second story, where they were kept 
for several weeks until I could obtain time to 
dispose of them, when I assorted some of them 
and gave them to Pitezel, telling him that they were 
some that Miss Williams had sent to his children. 
All the others were burned in the large stove in 
the third-story office, and this I plainly told the 
Philadelphia authorities in the fall of 1S04. and 
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all the subsequent excitement occurred as a 
direct result of a visit made there by their repre¬ 
sentative in verification of my statement. 

Another trunk, containing pictures and books, 
was not taken from the express company owing to 
a mistake in charges, though Miss Williams sup¬ 
posed this had also been disposed of and this was 
the one later returned to Fort Worth. Belore 
going to Milwaukee, Miss Williams was in such a 
nervous condition that only one important step 
was taken, which was that her people in the South 
should suppose that she, together with her hus¬ 
band and sister, had gone to Europe or else¬ 
where, this being made easier inasmuch as some 
talk had been had earlier of a short fall trip 
abroad if money matters would allow it. 

At about this time there occurred a very severe 
lake storm, July 18, 1893, doing much damage 
and it was hoped they would conclude that all had 
perished during this storm. Certain it is that 
Miss Williams wrote no more letters to her f riends 
and did not appear publicly in Chicago, if possible 
to avoid it, in order to carry out this idea, but for¬ 
tunately for my (our) present safety there are, as 
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I shall show later, several instances when she did 
appear and in my company. 

While she was in Milwaukee, I did what I could 
to arrange our business affairs so that neither she 
nor myself should suffer loss, it being impossible 
f*r her to make new transfers of a later date or 
to go to Texas without abandoning the idea of 
deceiving her friends there regarding her exist¬ 
ence. 

I was determined, too, as soon as possible, to 
sever all my relations with her, deeming it unsale 
to continue them, and from time to time I encour¬ 
aged Hatch in his attentions to her, which he was 
more willing to bestow than she to accept. 

Just here it would not be amiss to return to an 
exciting incident, which lasted some days, in con¬ 
nection with one of my insurance cases, 

It happened shortly alter the death of my medi¬ 
cal friend and former college chum. 

The sad announcement of his death—for to me 
it was a sad one—set me to thinking. I began 
to seriously consider the chances of my carrying 
out the plans which my old friend and I had spent 
so many anxious days and nights in perfecting. 
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The prospect was a good one, and I desired, and 
finally determined, to carry at least one of them 
to a conclusion, single-handed and alone. No 
person was to be in my confidence, and I set to 
work getting my scheme in order. 

Some time previous to this I had, while in 
Minneapolis, insured my life lor $20,000 in favor 
of my wife. Failure in this one instance, where 
my Iriend was concerned, made a desperate man 
of me. I determined to succeed at any cost. The 
prospective profits in the work were most alluring. 
The chance lor detection, of course, must be 
guarded against, and the contingencies of all 
other serious accidents which might arise, and 
make exposure certain, had to be taken into 
consideration. 

Upon figuring up what the gross proceeds had 
been in similar operations, the result showed me 
that, with the very modest outlay of $3,950, they 
aggregated $68,700. This work one can easily 
sec was profitable beyond any legitimate work 
that might be entered into. 

The assessments having been paid up on my 
recent $20,000 policy to and including the month 
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of June, t88/, I thought that it was time to bring 
this case to a close. 

In order to realize the $20,000 before Septem¬ 
ber 1st, I accordingly went to Chicago and had a 
long conversation with an acquaintance of a year 

before, who was an assistant at- Medical 

College, over certain details of my proposed 
work. 

However, I found it more difficult to obtain a 
body that would prove a substitute for my own. 
I had a “cow-lick” which could not be imitated 
by artificial means, and it was absolutely neces¬ 
sary to get a subject so favored by nature, and I 
had a most gloomy wait, lasting about two weeks, 
going to the dead room of the college each morn¬ 
ing to inspect the “arrivals,” which had come in 
during the preceding twenty-f our hours. 

Finally, my patience was rewarded, about May 
20th, when I was informed that a man had been 
killed accidentally falling from a freight car. The 
body in due time arrived, and after making a 
most minute and critical examination of it, I de¬ 
termined that it was just what I required for my 
purpose. Satisfactory arrangements having been 
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made with the hospital for my possession of the 
subject, I started out to ascertain the best way to 
have it moved. 

It was here that a chain of most extraordin¬ 
ary and gruesomely interesting circumstances 
began. All the precautions that the mind 
can conceive and the body execute had to be 
brought into execution. No chance for detection 
now could be entertained. No loophole for sur¬ 
prise and discomfiture was to be left uncovered ; 
and I had to do all that was vitally necessary to 
this end alone. 

Knowing that I had a most trustworthy friend 
in a certain expressman, I at once repaired to his 
abode. My surprise and discomfiture were 
great. He was dead. He had died some time 
previously. All hope for assistance in that quar¬ 
ter, naturally, had to be given up. 

From inquiries I made of the janitor of the 
college, I learned that a certain expressman in the 
neighborhood could be employed for the purpose 
I desired, as he had on former occasions been 
hired f«r “outside work” by some of the men in 
the institution, 
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I called at this man’s address, and after see¬ 
ing him I stated my business. “How much 

will you charge me for taking a body from- 

College to Polk Street Station ? ” I asked. 

"Five dollars,” was the reply this man gave 
me. 

This price being satisfactory to me, we started 
for the place where I had ordered a trunk to be 
made according to a special design. This trunk 
was one of more than ordinary large size, and 
externally it resembled one of those iron-bound, 
burglar-proof arrangements jewelry salesmen call 
sample cases. Inside, the construction was of a 
very elaborate nature. 

The greater portion of it being occupied by a 
large zinc box of sufficient dimensions to allow a 
man to occupy it by doubling his joints, where 
doubling was necessary. This was fitted by a lid 
of wood to deaden any sound that might be caused 
through the possible rattling of the ice, which was 
to surround the inner box. The entire trunk was 
made water-proof, but who knows how it could 
travel on a railroad train without undergoing 
severe usage, and possible demolition ? 



The trunk was taken to the college, the body 
placed in it with the aid of the expressman, who 
did not seem to relish that sort of work. He 
seemed to weaken at times, and once or twice I 
noticed him grow pale. After the trunk was care¬ 
fully packed and ready for conveyance to the 
station, we found that it was almost too early to 
remove it. 

After standing about for some time, the Jehu 
grew more courageous, inasmuch as he gazed 
through a few inverted liquor glasses when their 
contents were amber-lined. He said 

“ I can’t do this job for $5.” 

“Why not?” I asked, very much surprised. 

“Because, if I make a hearse of my wagon 
and personally act as combination driver, under¬ 
taker and pall bearer, I must have $35. If I don’t 
get that sum, I shall inform the police that all is 
not right.” 

Of course I expostulated with the man, and 
resorting, as often before, to my sugar-and-fly 
policy, I placated him, gave him $5 in cash and 
promised the other $30 when we reached the 
station. 
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This was all right, for he said if I did not pay 
he would have me arrested instantly. 

In due course of time the trunk was carted to 
the Illinois Central Station, and, after having 
it placed on the platform, the driver turned to me 
and demanded the $30 forthwith. 

This was the chance I had been waiting for. 

“I shall not give you another cent,” said I. 

“Oh, yes, you will!” 

“Besides, I have a mind to demand the return 
of the $5 from you for attempting to extort 
money from me.” 

“You would stand a great chance of getting it, 
too. Now, give me $30 or to the ‘cops’ I go.” 

“You may go. but first listen to me and answer 
my questions. Did you not, in the presence of 
the janitor and myself, help place the corpse in 
the trunk? Did you not haul it here? Have 
you not assisted me in all this work?” 

“Yes, I have.” 

“That man was murdered. Speak a word 
about it to any one, and I will have you arrested 
as an accessory to his murder.” 
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The driver was evidently very much frightened, 
as his eyes widened and bulged, and his hair 
began to assume a perpendicular position. 

'‘The body must go in the lake," I continued, 
“and let the waves bury it forever from human 
sight. I hope you understand me." 

Then he told me that he did not want any more 
money, and as I knew his address, he would 
always be at my service at any future time. 

Having purchased my ticket for the timber 
lands of Michigan, I checked my trunk, and it 
began its adventurous trip North. 

Everything had gone along as well as I could 
have wished until our train was nearing Grand 
Rapids. M y attention was attracted to a group 
of trainmen standing about a trunk in the baggage 
section which occupied the forward part *f the 
smoker in which I was traveling. 

1 got up and looked closer, and was almost 
stricken dumb with horror when I saw that it was 
my trunk, and that the men were talking as 
though they suspected something wrong with it. 

I immediately changed my plans about going 
North directly, and was in a feverish state of 
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excitement when we reached Grand Rapids. As 
soon as the trunk was deposited in the baggage 
room, I went in as though to claim it. As I did 
so, I noticed a stranger looking at me and on the 
trunk in a manner which made me feel quite 
uncomfortable. I pretended not to notice him, 
and thereby got a better chance to study him. 
I soon concluded that he was a Secret Service 
man, and that I had been “ spotted.” 

Realizing that some decisive and telling action 
was necessary at this time, I stepped to the 
telegraph office and wired myself at the hotel, as 
f ollows :— 

“ Holmes. Look after my trunk, which left 
Chicago this morning. 

(Signed) Harvey.” 

The initial “H ” was the same as that on my 
trunk, and when I got to the hotel, I showed the 
clerk the telegram, which he held for me, and 
engaged communicating rooms f or Harvey and 
myself, with a bath attachment, I sent a porter 
for the trunk, and after seeing it in the rooms, I 
then learned the cause which attracted the atten¬ 
tion of the trainmen to it. My suspicions had 
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been confirmed, for an awful odor emanated from 
the trunk, and I then knew that the man had been 
dead longer than the college attendants stated, 
and, also, that I had been imposed upon. 

Fearing that such a contingency might arise, I 
formulated a plan while on the smoking car of 
transferring the body from the Chicago trunk to 
another, which I should purchase. 

After locking my room carefully, I started out 
to look for a suitable trunk, but stopped long 
enough to tell the clerk that my baggage would 
be on hand in the course of an hour or so. It was 
growing toward evening, and I had but little time 
to spare. 

After looking about lor a short while, I soon got 
a used trunk that suited my purpose quite well. I 
ordered the lock to be changed on it, and while 
this was being done I made several trips to a 
couple of plumbing shops and bought a consider¬ 
able quantity of old lead pipe. I Iiad this cut up 
into suitable lengths, and made into packages. I 
made several trips to the trunk store, and each 
time I placed a package of the heavy material in 
the new trunk, after which I had it sent to my 
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room at the hotel. This was clone to make it ap¬ 
pear that it was filled with my effects. 

The clay had been warm, and the night also 
promised to be sultry. No time was to be lost 
in getting things in order and to guard against 
surprises. 

During my several trips to the; trunk store I 
noticed the man I first saw at the Grand Rapids 
Station was looking after me, and I was placed on 
my guard. 

As I said, the night was going to be warm ; I 
knew that it would be but a short time until all 
the floor I occupied would be permeated with the 
odor from my friend in the trunk. 

I went out again and secured a water-proof 
hunting bag, and carried a considerable amount 
of ice to the room, which I placed in the bath tub. 

I then took the lead pipe from my new trunk 
and laid it beside the first one in the adjoining 
room. 

While doing this work the atmosphere became 
so stifling that I had to hoist the window. This 
window opened out on the roof of a porch, and by 
the time that was done it had grown ^uite dark. 
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I decided to defer further work until after I had 
eaten. 

As I entered the dining room I could see the 
eye of that mysterious stranger watching me in 
the reflection of the mirror from the bar, 

I was somewhat troubled at this* and I did not 
enjoy my dinner very well. 

After my repast, I lounged out to the office 
and then went to my room. 

I went to the bath room first, drained the water 
from the ice, and prepared a place f#r the dead 
man to lie in. When this was done to my satis¬ 
faction, I went to the trunk my supposed friend 
was to occupy and opened it. The usual balanc¬ 
ing and cording precautions which I had taken 
were all right, but the face that met my gaze 
was drawn, colored and hideous, yet it somewhat 
resembled the outlines of my own when I first 
secured the body. 

The sight was disgusting, yet when I looked 
upon it, and realized that at least $20,000 would 
come to me after a little further trouble, I gazed 
on it as a very good investment which was about 
to mature. 
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The monetary possibilities of this work set 
me thinking, and yet I knew I had in this in¬ 
stance to work rapidly. I loosed the cords, 
raised the body, and carried it to the bath tub, 
where I sought to freeze it hard enough for an¬ 
other day’s transportation. 

There, in the twinkling light of a solitary gas 
jet, lay all that was mortal of—I knew not 
whom. 

I claimed him as my own, and as I studied 
the now rigid form, strange questions arose and 
floated across my mind. 

Who was he ? What had he been ? Was he 
a father, a lover, or brother ? Was his absence 
from home noted ? Was he cared for? Or, was 
he, like myself, a wayward son ? Such thoughts 
troubled me but little before, and yet, as he lay 
thereon his frozen bed, I, seemingly fascinated by 
the awfid solemnity of death, did not seem able 
to tear myself away. 

The gas flickered, a door slowly opened, and 
before I knew what had transpired, I was given 
the opportunity of looking straight into the eyes 
of the mysterious stranger—the Secret Service 
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man—over the glittering barrel of a death-dealing 
weapon. 

Not a word was spoken, but our eyes instinct¬ 
ively turned towards the object in the bath tub. 

“ Consider yourself under arrest, sir,” said the 
nocturnal intruder. 

“Iam at your service,” I replied, knowing that it 
would be useless to try conclusions with that man 
in such a small room. 

While he was getting some iron bracelets out 
of his pocket. I mentally determined to have him 
in the street, glad enough to get away from me 
and my rooms. 

I was ready for him when he walked out into 
the next room ; he keeping his pistol leveled at 
me with one liand, and trying to get his hand¬ 
cuffs out with the other. 

By the merry little twinkle in his eye I read his 
character as though it lay printed before me on 
an open page. It was part of my game, and I 
intended to play my hand as well as I knew how. 
He seemed to hold a good one, to*, but as I had 
the greatest bower—money—I knew that it was 
worth the while to play it as best I could. 
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Desperate, indeed, did my situation become 
when I saw that he had a companion awaiting us in 
the room, and a glance at the window explained 
how their entrance had been effected. 

As we got into the chamber the man with the 
pistol, who was much larger than his associate, 
looked at me and winked. 

“John, go to the station house, and wait until 
I send for you ; but do not say anything until you 
get word,” my captor said to the other. 

No sooner had the man called “John” gotten 
out on the porch roof than the other turned to 
me with:— 

“This is a nice sort of a business, and I have 
entrapped you neatly in it. It looks very much 
like the rope for you.” 

" My dear sir, you will let me explain, I hope, 
This man was my brother. He has just died of 
a malignant and very contagious disease. H e had 
been sent to a medical college for dissection, and 
when I learned of it, I determined to save the 
body from the demonstrator’s knife. Come, look 
again, and see if you cannot discern a family 
resemblance ? ” 
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As I was talking, the man drew back, and, at 
my invitation, turned an ashen color. His hands 
trembled, and as they dropped listlessly the pistol 
fell to the floor and exploded with a loud report. 

Critical as the moment was, it was time for me 
to act, and I made a successful effort to get the 
weapon, and as I did so, I ordered him to go to 
the window and save his life if it was of any value 
to him. 

He lost no time, and as his form disappeared 
over the ledge of the porch I fired a shot into the 
air. 

This of course brought the landlord and several 
guests to my door, which I opened in response to 
repeated knockings. 

I was very much excited, apparently, and called 
out, “There, see, there he goes.” The crowd of 
half-dressed men and women rushed to the 
window and gave me a chance to close the bath¬ 
room door. Heavens, but I did breathe more 
easily! The escape was a narrow one, but I 
succeeded in allaying suspicion by saying that 
the man had attempted burglary, and as I shot he 
jumped from the roof. 
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The figure of a running man was discernible 
in the darkness when they were at the window, 
which had the effect of verifying my explana- 
tions. 

After they had gone the landlord offered me 
the use of another room, which I, of course, 
declined. 

Now my real hard work was to begin. The 
man was apparently satisfied that I had told the 
truth, yet he had a suspicious look which I did 
not like. 

As early as possible in the morning, I packed 
my own trunk with the lead pipe, and to leave 
that of the fictitious Harvey, while I took my 
dead friend from his frigid resting place, and 
repacked him in the new trunk. Upon going to 
breakfast, I explained that I must go to a place 
which was somewhat distant, on the early train ; 
but would leave my friend’s trunk in the room, 
as he was expected at any time. 

Therefore 1 had the porter take the newly- 
packed trunk to the station, where he bought me 
a ticket and had the trunk checked to my pre¬ 
tended destination. 


So 


I timed myself to get to the station just as the 
train was going out, and as the coast seemed 
clear, I boarded the smoker. 

I knew if the detective missed me, he would go 
at once to the hotel, and if he found my trunk 
there he would naturally wait around for an hour 
or so, thus giving me a pretty good start of him. 

When about thirty miles from Grand Rapids I 
got off to get a paper. The ncwstand was next 
to the Western Union Telegraph office, and as I 
looked over the operator's shoulder, he received 
the following message :— 

“ Look out for man and black trunk. Left here 
this A. M. Arrest and hold him,” 

I may have looked queerly, but I inquired in a 
natural way, how far it was to-, my desti¬ 

nation. 

“ Forty-eight miles,” was the reply of the oper¬ 
ator; and without raising his eyes, he called a boy 
to take the message to the station policeman. 

But he was too late. The train started, I 
swung on, and immediately got hold of the bag¬ 
gage porter. 1 showed him my ticket, and asked 
him to put my trunk off at the next station, which 
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was but eight miles distant. This he did, and it 
was a dismal place, indeed. When I got off the 
train it was raining. It had been raining hard, 
evidently, all night. The mud was hub deep on 
the lumber wagons, and the prospect of stopping 
there was not a pleasant one. 

I learned, upon making inquiries, that I could 
get to a little town fifteen miles distant, which 
connected with another railroad, and to do this I 
would have to drive. I determined to go, how¬ 
ever, as the detective, no doubt, would haunt 
every station between Grand Rapids and my 
destination until he got some trace of me, 
when he would learn that I had gotten away 
from him. 

tt was with difficulty that I secured a convey¬ 
ance, which I did in the evening, as I did not want 
a driver, because I knew the trunk had become 
troublesome again on account of the odor of my 
dead companion. 

Having carefully attached the trunk to the rear 
of a back-number buck-board, a dismal trip was 
begun. As I said, I had considerable difficulty 
in getting the rig, and as it was I had to leave a 
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deposit large enough to buy several of that par¬ 
ticular kind. 

After seven hours of the worst riding it has 
been my misfortune to endure, I reached a small 
town from which a combination freight and pas¬ 
senger train was about to leave. It was one of 
those accommodating trains. I “saw” the con¬ 
ductor, who agreed to hold the train for half an 
hour. 

This delay was f or the purpose of giving me a 
chance to freshen my subject up a little. Ice was 
not procurable, and as there was no drug store in 
the town, I went down to the grocery store, got 
the proprietor up and bought several bottles of 
ammonia, which, when combined with one or two 
other simple things, made a solution that ren¬ 
dered my quiet friend quite acceptable so far as 
one’s olfactories were concerned. 

This operation of attempted preserving was 
done in the privacy of the baggage car, and all 
went well until we got about three miles from 
town. Through the negligence of some section 
hands a rail was left without the fish-plate being 
bolted on, and the whole train was ditched. 




The engineer was killed, and the conductor 
was badly injured, as also were two or three 
passengers. 1 escaped through a window, and 
after helping some of the injured who needed 
surgical attendance, I went to the baggage car. 
It was a wreck. So was most of the baggage. 
My trunk and one or two others were intact, 
and while awaiting the arrival of the relief train 
and wrecking crew, my thoughts again got 
wandering. 

There was a score of us. Some were injured, 
one dead, and all of us anxious. The morning 
was just breaking; the rain had ceased to fall; 
and, as 1 looked away down the railroad, I could 
just distinguish a cloud of steam and smoke, 
through the fog, which showed the approacli of a 
train. 

Something seemed to tell me that I was about 
to be confronted with some disagreeable occur¬ 
rence, and, in anticipation of this premonition 
becoming a fact, I quickly hauled my trunk to a 
little shed used by workmen, and impatiently 
awaited the wrecker. Therefore, I urns not aston¬ 
ished when I saw that the first man to alight was 


my friend, the detective of Grand Rapids. He 
also saw me, but seemed to pay very little atten¬ 
tion to me, as he knew I could not escape, for by 
this time it was broad daylight, and no trains 
coming or going. 

Finally he accosted me, and we entered into 
"an agreement” to have my trunk taken to the 
junction of the road, which was done to my entire 
satisfaction, and, I have every reason to think, to 
his also. Just what that little agreement cost me 
I am not at liberty to say, for that officer still 
lives. 

It was a dark and dreary day when I got into 
the wild wildernesses of Northern Michigan's 
lumber tracts. I was soon established in a hut, 
and it shortly became known that I was a lumber 
operator of considerable means, and was regarded 
with much consideration by the hardy hewers of 
trees and strippers of bark. The men were all 
honest, it seemed. So one day I went out in the 
evergreen forest and failed to return. 

A week or so later what was purported to be 
my dead body was found pinioned to the earth 
by a fallen tree. Money and papers were found 
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in the clothes on the body which established my 
identity beyond the question of a doubt. 

Thus, by case No. 5, after a great deal of 
trouble and thrilling escapes from the law’s 
officers, I added the neat little sum of $20,000 to 
my bank acceu t by September 1st, as I had 
anticipated. 

When I had finished with the trunk I presented 
it to a friend, but at the time did not tell to what 
use it had been put. 

Some years afterwards I met him at his home, 
and told him all about it. Then he and his wife 
declared that often they had found it open—no 
one having touched it—when both declared it had 
been closed and locked the day previous. 

One day in July, 1893, I met an old friend upon 
the street. I had not seen him f or nearly two 
years, and I noticed at once that he had not pros¬ 
pered since I last saw' him. I asked him to 
accompany me to lunch, and upon inquiry, he 
told me that his only means of support at that 
time consisted of what he could earn as a solicitor 
for the Fidelity Insurance Company of Philadel¬ 
phia, and he asked me if I could not carry some 
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insurance in his company, to which I replied that 
I was carrying all I felt able to pay lor. 

I gave him, however, the names of several 
parties whom he was to visit, some of whom he 
later insured. I invited him to come to the office 
and accompany me to lunch whenever he was in 
that part of the city, and later, at his solicitation, 
I abandoned the company in which I had been 
insured, and allowed him to place a policy for me 
with his company lor two reasons : first, that he 
might be benefited by the premiums I paid; 
second, upon his showing me the advantages they 
offered. Considerably later, having exhausted all 
my resources so far as finding him customers was 
concerned, we were standing within the Chamber 
of Commerce Building, Chicago, when Pitezel, 
just returning from a successful Southern lumber 
trip, came in ; and not having seen my friend for 
quite awhile, they talked for some time together, 
and finally he asked Pitezel if he could not carry 
some insurance, Pitezel answered that he did 
not care to do so then. 

Up to that time Pitezel’s insurance record was 
as follows : Upon all long trips, his instructions 
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were to take out temporary insurance at the time 
he bought his transportation ticket or mileage, 
making the policies in favor of his family, and at 
my expense. He had occasionally carried yearly 
accident insurance, and upon one occasion some 
regular life insurance in the Washington Life Co. 
Soon after this meeting with Pitezel, my friend 
asked me to try and induce him to take some in 
his company. Pitezel was about to receive sev¬ 
eral hundred dollars, the greater part of which I 
knew would, in a very few days, be wasted, and 
considering the great help it would be to my 
friend during the coming winter, I decided to 
induce Pitezel to insure, telling my friend before¬ 
hand my reasons for doing so, and instructing 
him to place no more insurance than Pitezel 
would pay cash for at the time. 

Later, a policy was issued for $10,000, for 
which a cash premium was paid. This policy dif¬ 
fered very materially from one I should have 
chosen, if any fraud had been anticipated at the 
time. After this 1 do not think insurance was 
again mentioned between Pitezel and myself for 
six months. 
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MRS, PITF.ZEI,. 
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My first intimate acquaintance with Mrs. 
Pitezel and her children began in the fall of 1893, 
although I had often seen them prior to that, 
especially the children, whom I liked and looked 
upon as remarkably bright when they had come 
to me from time to time upon errands. At this 
time Pitezel had gone to Indiana on some lumber 
business there among the farmers, and to aid him 
in establishing a credit, had taken with him some 
worthless checks to carelessly exhibit among his 
money, thus having it appear that he was a man 
of considerable means and worthy of credit in 
his business. 

While under the influence of liquor he either 
lost or tried to use one of these checks or drafts, 
resulting in his being arrested. 

This necessitated my making three special trips 
to Terre Haute, where his arrest occurred, and 
during this time a part of his family being sick, 
it was also necessary for me to visit them often 
as well. In November, 1893, I met Miss 
Williams by appointment at a hotel, where I 
made some preliminary arrangements that re¬ 
sulted later, after several more visits, in her 
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accepting collateral security for all her real eslate 
holdings in Texas, they being valueless to her 
for the reasons previously given. 

The last of these visits took place in Detroit 
in December, 1893 (nearly six months after the 
death of her sister), since which time I have not 
personally seen her. At the time of this visit a 
final settlement was reached. I told her, after 
having reached such a settlement, that I was very 
shortly to be married. This created so severe a 
scene that she n*t only threatened my life, but 
that of my prospective wife as well. These 
threats ceased only when I told her I should, 
upon my return to Chicago, give to the authori¬ 
ties the details of the tragedy that had occurred 
there in July. 

The next day she seemed as pleasant as usual, 
and planned her own future course, which con¬ 
sisted in opening a massage establishment in a 
London hotel, Hatch to help her in conducting the 
enterprise. 

About the middle of February I sent to her, 
from Fort Worth, $1,750, which, when deducted 
from my previous indebtedness due her, left me 
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still considerably in her debt. This was secured 
by the Wilmette property, the title to which it 
was agreed she should hold until all was paid. I 
left Miss Williams in Detroit, apparently well 
pleased with her business arrangements, and at 
least passably satisfied that the many other mat¬ 
ters between us had been settled. 

Early in January, iSpq, I sent Pitezel to Fort 
Worth, instructing him to sell the real estate 
there which previously had been conveyed to 
Benton T. Lyman, whom Pitezel was to personate, 
it not being safe for him to act in his own name 
on account of his recent trouble in Terre Haute, 
Inch He did not succeed in readily finding a 
purchaser, and later in the same month, having 
been married in the meantime, I joined him there 
to aid him in his work. I had given Pitezel careful 
instructions as to his conduct while away, but I 
found upon reaching Fort Worth that he had not 
keen governed by them. My first duty was to 
remove him from the boarding place he had 
chosen to one in a more respectable quarter, but 
the mischief had already been accomplished, and 
he was known by that time throughout the town 
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as a liberal, free and easy drinking man, who, it 
was understood, had considerable property. 

A parly owning property adjoining that which 
we wished to sell had need of a portion of ours, 
but would not buy, depending upon renting it at a 
very small figure, as he had been doing hereto¬ 
fore. In order to force him to buy I directed 
Pitezel to withdraw his offer, and remain wholly 
away from him, quietly survey our lot, an<l pro¬ 
ceed to excavate a portion of it, having it under¬ 
stood that he was about to erect a large building, 
covering all of the ground. Our neighbor was 
fully as crafty as ourselves, and not until we had 
caused elaborate drawings to be prepared by an 
architect, and some foundation laid encroaching 
upon the portion he needed, did he conclude to 
buy, and at a figure about twice what it was 
worth. With a portion of this money, the old en¬ 
cumbrance of $1,700, that had existed against the 
property, was paid. Then having had some tempt¬ 
ing offers from prospective tenants, a larger loan 
was made and the building later nearly completed. 

While the building was in progress there came 
to us a forlorn looking object, begging for work, 
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and out of charity we gave him some light labor 
to do. He grew stronger as soon as he pro¬ 
cured food. Later he confided to me that he had 
recently been released from serving a ten-year 
term in a Southern prison. 

I had at first called him " Mascot,” which name 
clung to him thereafter, though I think his real 
name was Caldwell. 

Early in March Pitezel came to me one morn¬ 
ing to say that the day before while drunk he 
had been induced by some of the disreputable 
associates he had formed at his former boarding 
place to marry a woman of doubtful character, 
an adventuress some said, and that as soon as 
he became sober had come to me. He threat¬ 
ened to shoot both the woman and himself. I 
had him watched carefully for a few days, until I 
had reasoned him out of this idea. A little later 
I sent him home to his family in Chicago. He 
had in the meantime lived with this woman, and 
they were known as Mr. and Mrs. Lyman. 

Upon reaching Chicago he did some work 
there, and in St. Louis where he afterwards went. 
He finally met me about May ist, at Denver, 
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where I had gone to prepare papers with which 
to secure a loan of $16,000 upon this Fort Worth 
building. I needing his signature to the papers, 
inasmuch as the property was (and still is) in his 
fictitious name, Lyman, upon meeting him in 
Denver, I wished to proceed at once to the Court 
House to have the necessary papers acknowl¬ 
edged, but lie told me had, while away, devised 
a plan whereby he could not only gain $i 0,000, 
but at the same time forever do away with any 
fear of prosecution or trouble in consequence of 
his marriage in Fort Worth—a matter which had 
perpetually worried him. 

I had times without number listened to his 
visionary schemes for obtaining vast wealth upon 
a day’s notice, usually in connection with some 
new patent, until such matters had become a joke 
between us. 

So I said to him, “Well, Col. Sellers, what is 
it now?” He replied that it was one of my 
own inventions, and if I would go to the hotel 
with him, he would tell me of it. He seemed so 
much in earnest that I, although in a great hurry, 
went with him. 
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His plan was this (I should say here that 
several years before, while making a Southern 
lumber trip with him, he had taken up some of 
the tedious hours of the journey in telling me of 
his wild gold-mining experiences, and, in recipro¬ 
cation, I had told him something of my medical 
experience, including a part of the frustrated in¬ 
surance scheme): He wished to hire an office in 
one of the highest buildings in Denver, having it 
understood that he was to use it as a wholesale 
book agent’s office ; that he should buy an awning 
to protect the room from the sun, and while 
placing it in position upon the outside of the 
window it should appear that he had fallen into 
the area way below, wishing me to have shipped 
to him from Chicago, or elsewhere, a body which 
he could use to aid in the fraud. 

I do not think we talked of the matter to 
exceed fifteen minutes. He was accustomed to 
accept my judgment upon matters of importance 
without much hesitancy. I proceeded to give 
him several reasons why his plan was n*t a feasi¬ 
ble one, principal among which was the fact that 
at the present time insurance companies are too 
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well equipped and too much upon the alert not 
to detect this kind of fraud, nearly all of them 
having a corps of private detectives. Among 
other reasons I gave him was one he very well 
knew, that theretofore, when I had thought it 
wise to indulge in business transactions that were 
not strictly legitimate, I had always insisted upon 
two conditions being carried out: — 

First, that such proceedings should be outside 
the regular beaten track followed by ordinary 
disreputable schemers, ior in consequence thereof 
those engaged in them were closely watched. 
Second, that all such acts should stop short of 
anything that was punishable by either a large 
fine or imprisonment. 

There was another reason I had lor n*t 
entering into this fraud at that time, if no others 
had existed, I did not tell him of it, namely, 
that during the previous years he had been 
worth to me much more than $10,000 per 
year, and I could not afford to have him place 
himself in such a position as would necessarily be 
the case if this were carried out where 1 could 
not further use him. His idea in regard to this 
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had been to go to South America and later have 
his family join him there. 

Having dismissed the matter, I went on with 
my real estate work, and as soon as the papers 
were executed, returned to Fort Worth, Pitezel 
going back to St. Louis to attend to some work 
there. 

Upon reaching Fort Worth, I found that 
some to whom money was owing had filed me¬ 
chanics’ and furnishers’ liens against the property, 
and this so alarmed the party who was to have 
made the large loan that he withdrew from his 
agreement, and this resulted in a large number of 
the other creditors becoming alarmed, some two 
or three proposing to cause my arrest lor having 
obtained the material for the building under false 
pretenses of payment. 

I had never been arrested, and I had the same 
horror of it that I would of being shot. Especi¬ 
ally terrible seemed the methods prevalent in the 
South, where I had seen, from time to time, con¬ 
victs chained together, with hardly any clothing, 
and if I could believe the reports our “ Mascot “ 
had given us, with less f ood and more inhuman 
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treatment than was accorded the slaves of that 
region forty years ago. 

I therefore raised what money I could, paying 
all of it, save $200, to the poorer laborers who 
had worked for me, and immediately left the city, 
intending to secure the loan in St. Louis or 
Chicago. 

From time to time, during my residence in 
Fort Worth, I had bought from different parties 
six good horses, paying for them, it is true, for 
the most part with notes guaranteed by Lynam 
as the owner of the real estate there. I make no 
claim that these notes have been paid, but I do 
claim that the transactions were lawful, that no 
mortgage or other encumbrance existed against 
any of the horses, but they were, however, subject 
to attachment by any parties whom I was owing, 
and to avoid this I instructed “ Mascot ” to take 
them to Denison, Texas, and ship them from 
there to St. Louis. 

Upon reaching Denison he shipped five of the 
horses, but failed to accompany them himself, or 
to send $300 worth of other material, including 
much of my clothing, one carriage, a watch I had 
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loaned him, and $80 cash given him to pay the 
freight upon the stock; nor did I hear from him again 
until July, 1895, when, as a n inmate of an Arkansas 
prison, he was willing in exchange for his liberty 
to tell of matters of which he could not have 
known even had they existed. 

After reaching St. Louis, I immediately tried to 
negotiate the loan I had failed to secure in the 
South. Pitczel was feeling much annoyed at my 
failure there, for he had expected a rather more 
liberal payment therefrom than he had received 
during the few preceding months, owing to the 
fact that while he had been in Texas it had been 
necessary, in order to appear that he was the 
owner there, that he should carry the bank account 
in his name, and before he had known it, during 
his drunkenness, he had been robbed little by 
little of nearly jjUtOOo. Therefore, when I told 
him that we should be short of money for some 
time longer, he again advocated the insurance 
scheme, saying that it could be carried out in the 
Southern Lumber Co. 

He felt sure, and finally, against my better 
judgment, I told him we would take a trip to the 
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region he had spoken of, partly upon lumber 
business and partly to look over the ground in 
connection with the insurance work. He was as 
pleased as a child, and all his morose feelings 
vanished at once. We first went down the Miss¬ 
issippi River to visit a lumber tract that had been 
offered to me the year before upon very easy 
terms, hoping to buy it, using some Chicago 
securities as payment, and by selling at once to 
raise the money we so much needed at Fort 
Worth. We found upon reaching our destination 
that this tract had been sold. Wc then went 
East to theTombigbee River in search of another 
similar tract, and here Pitezel wished to have it 
appear that while he was traveling upon horse¬ 
back through the extensive swamps he had met 
his death accidentally, or had been killed for what 
money he was supposed to have carried. He 
was known in that locality under his own name, 
having transacted a number of legitimate lumber 
deals there the year before. After wandering 
with Pitezel for several days through those 
swamps, being eaten by fleas and terrified by 
snakes, he walking ahead, as he said, to drive 
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•;hem away, but, as I later found, to escape their 
anger by passing out of their reach, leaving them 
lor me to contend with, I flatly refused to go 
farther with the scheme, but told him instead that 
I would interest some of the planters in a canning 
factory. 

With the machinery which I was able to furnish 
from Chicago I felt sure that, before sixty days, 
we could realize $15,000 in cash and lumber 
therefrom. He would not hear to it, however, 
and opposed me more strongly than I had ever 
known him to do previously. He told me that at 
that time he was liable to arrest in Kansas, in 
Terre Haute, Ind., and Fort Worth, Texas, and 
that since his domestic trouble some years before 
in Chicago he had cared less than ever, and he 
had been determined ever since he left Texas, 
where he had drank more heavily than before 
(which also worried him), that he would leave the 
country, and now, if he could not do so, he would, 
upon my refusal to go on, go through with his 
scheme alone. His words were, “ I can f urnish 
a body, and, the way I feel now, I do not care 
how quickly I do it.” Seeing how downhearted 
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he was I complained no more, but talked with him 
of other things, and finally told him that I would 
next day go to Mobile, and if I could procure a 
suitable body there, would return with it. If not, 
I should go direct from Mobile to St. Louis, where 
he must join me, and, after doing some work 
there, we would go to Chicago and organize a 
company among certain lumber firms we knew, 
and return South later and make what money we 
could by exchanging this stock and machinery lor 
the canning lactory into lumber and other prod¬ 
ucts. I therefore left him, as he supposed, to go 
to Mobile. This I did not do, and have never 
been in that city in my life. I returned at once 
to St. Louis and, after a little delay, wrote to Pite- 
zel that it had been impossible to obtain what I 
needed South and for him to join me at once. 
Nearly two weeks’ delay occurred before he came. 
His wife had been receiving letters from him that 
he was sick during this time. 

Later, after his death, I learned that upon re¬ 
ceiving my letter that I could not do any more 
in the insurance matter he had made an effort to 
take his life at the hotel of Henry Rodgers, at 


Perkinsville, Ala., and for days, as a result of this 
ineffectual attempt, he was sick there, as he was 
later at the Gilmer House, at Columbus, Miss. 
As soon as I reached St. Louis I found that all 
efforts towards securing a loan there were useless, 
and being nearly out of money, owing to my hav¬ 
ing paid out so much before leaving Fort Worth, 
I had to look sharply about lor some immediate 
source of revenue. I finally bought and took 
possession of a drug store in that city, paying for 
it with notes secured by a chattel mortgage and 
some other securities. Owing to the negligence 
of the firm of whom I bought, this mortgage was 
not recorded, and upon Pitezel reaching the city 
Isold to him all my right, title and interest (this 
being the wording of the bill of sale) in the store, 
which he immediately mortgaged lor a consider¬ 
able sum. 

For this transaction I was arrested and con¬ 
fined in the St. Louis jail lor several days until, 
although I perhaps Could, by a legal figbt, have 
shown that I had a right to sell the store under 
these circumstances, it became clear to me that it 
was safer to settle the matter, which was done. 
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My arrest occurred on a Saturday evening, 
and lrom then until Monday morning 1 was con¬ 
fined in the receiving portion of the jail, beknv 
the level of the street, and these few hours of my 
first imprisonment were far more trying to me than 
my subsequent experiences of like nature have 
been. 

Here, all through that long, hot Sunday, all 
classes of prisoners, both male and female, were 
brought together, and allowed to indulge in the 
most filthy and obscene talk. 

And at the open windows, opening directly 
upon the sidewalk, all day and far into the night, 
a crowd was standing, more than half of whom 
were tiny children, eagerly drinking in each word 
that was said. The next morning I had hand¬ 
cuffs placed upon my wrists, and was taken into 
Court and later into the jail proper, where better 
discipline was enforced. Here I was consigned to a 
very small iron cage (I know no better name lor it), 
one of about three hundred, ranged tier above tier 
around a large area in which all, or nearly all, the 
prisoners are allowed to exercise together during 
certain hours of the day. Here were to be seen 


many noted criminals, who were soon pointed out 
to me as "This is so and so, who is to be hung 
upon such a «late.” (About thirty murderers, one 
of whom was the prison barber, who if you paid 
him ten cents, would shave you with a very dull 
razor, while if you paid him more he would use 
a sharp one; and as I sat in his chair, I could not 
help thinking that which ever one he used was 
plenty sharp enough for him to commit one more 
murder with, if he chose, and I therefore directed 
him to use his sharpest razor at a price above his 
own figure, very much as I would have held out 
a tempting piece of meat to a vicious dog which 
I feared was about to bite me.) 

Or, "That is the notorious forger or confidence 
man,” as the case might be. Among others was 
one, a noted train robber then serving an eighteen 
years’ sentence, and who a short time previously 
had become more notorious by a nearly success¬ 
ful attempt at escape from the prison. He is a 
young man, whom, to meet upon the street, one 
would suppose to be a bright mechanic or a 
farmer. He is very intelligent, and I took much 
interest in talking with him. He told me of the case 


that had resulted in his arrest; of his subsequent 
trial, and remarked that Blank & Blank in St. 
Louis were his attorneys ; to which I replied that 
but for the fact of the senior members of the firm 
being absent on a vacation they would have been 
my attorneys as well, I having first sent for them, 
and finding this to be the case had employed 
Judge Harvey instead. 

He afterwards asked me if, upon leaving the 
prison, I could not contribute $300, which, to¬ 
gether with some other money he could obtain, 
would give him his liberty by bribing one of the 
keepers, making a claim that he had successfully 
done so before. My answer was, that at the 
present time I had less ready money than had 
been the case for years previously, owing to my 
having invested so much in theSouth. I told him 
if I could arrange to aid him later I would do so, 
but I made no engagement with him to furnish 
me with an attorney far the insurance work as has 
been claimed, for I was already acquainted with 
the firm. 

The balance of my short stay in this prison 
was taken up by my reading “Les Miserables, 
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a peculiarly interesting volume to me under the 
circumstances, and I judge it was to all prisoners 
who cared for reading, as was evidenced by the 
condition of the book itself, which I obtained from 
the prison library. I was also entertained by 
watching a huge negro being prepared to meet 
his death by hanging, by having alternately ad¬ 
ministered to him spiritual consolation from his 
confessors, large quantities of cigars to smoke, 
food to eat and liquor or beer to drink. A so- 
called death watch was kept also, but not so 
stringent but that he was allowed to go alone to 
the front of the compartments occupied by his 
favorite companions, and talk at some length with 
them. 

Next morning, upon looking from my laticed 
window across into the court yard, I saw him meet 
his death upon the gallows in the presence of a 
large and morbidly curious crowd of people. If I 
had been in need of any warning to deter me 
from almost immediately placing myself in a 
similar position, I know of no stronger one that 
I could have received than to witness this man’s 
death struggles, to see the crowd making light of 


it, and almost before he was dead quarreling to 
possess small portions of the rope which sent his 
soul hence, and, I think, of his clothes. Gruesome 
relics they were, indeed. 

Upon the day I was liberated from this place 
of confinement, I visited first my own attorney and 
later Blank & Blank, in the same street, at which 
time the following conversation took place. Kn- 
tering the office, and having explained who I was, 
I said :— 

“I have called on you to perhaps make some 
arrangements that will aid in securing the liberty 
of your client,” to which one of the firm to whom 
I spoke, replied, “ I guess you have made a mis¬ 
take in the office; I know nothing in regard to 
the matter.” I said, “ I am sure I have made no 
mistake in the office, and furthermore, have seen 
either you or your brother talking to him at the 
prison. However, my visit to you was to aid 
your client, and of no immediate value to me, 
and I have no desire to force the recognition of 
your client upon you, and will therefore bid you 
good day.” Upon my withdrawing to the door, 
he followed me, and said, “Wait a moment; 1 


will go down to the prison and see what my client 
means; you come here again, shortly.” 

I replied that I should be in J udge Harvey’s 
office, and upon his return he could call there if 
he wished to talk further with me. I would then 
accompany him to his office. He did call for me, 
and upon reaching his private office was willing 
and ready to talk, •ur conversation resulted in 
myplacing in his hands for collection nearly $500 
worth of good accounts, authorizing him to apply 
$300 of the proceeds to the robber’s use. 1 
also gave him my Chicago address, in case he 
wished to write me. 

As I was leaving his office he said, “ My client 
wished me to ask you, if he succeeds in gaining 
his liberty, if you will aid him in a certain piece 
of bank work he wishes to do.” I replied that it 
was wholly out of my line, and I should be of no 
more service to him in such work than a dead 
man; moreover, my recent imprisonment had 
shown me the necessity of being even more care¬ 
ful to avoid laying myself liable to arrest in the 
future, but that I would furnish the chloroform 
and nitroglycerine he needed upon my arrival in 


IIO 


Chicago, and have it placed in a sale place with a 
suit of clothes and other articles we had planned 
during our interview, and possibly might aid him 
later in disposing of certain bonds and stocks he 
expected to gain possession of; but that there 
would be ample time to plan for that after he had 
gained his liberty, for which 1 would watch the 
papers closely. 

Upon this I left his office, and started lor 
Chicago the same evening, where I had previously 
sent Pitezel to commence arrangements among 
the lumber men whom he knew for the formation 
of the stock company before mentioned. I 
reached Chicago August i, 1894, and upon calling 
upon my attorney there and also my agent, both 
assured me that it was dangerous for me to stay 
in Chicago, as there were then Fort Worth parties 
there looking for me, and forming an alliance 
with some persons whom I was owing to cause 
my arrest, and thereby force me to procure the 
money due them. 

My attorney instructed me to go elsewhere if I 
thought sufficient money could be made to satisfy 
these debts and organize my company, and upon 
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iriy asking him where I should go, he told mfc 
that either New York or New Jersey were favor¬ 
able States in which to organize companies to do 
business elsewhere. Having other business in 
New York I decided to go there, though under a 
different name, lest the granting of a charter to a 
company of which I was an officer should, by 
being published, be noticed by the Fort Worth 
parties. 

I suggested to Pitczel that he should finish some 
patents, one of which I wished to use in this com¬ 
pany, and it was later decided that he should go 
with me to New York to act as one of the incor¬ 
porators and to work upon his patents in some 
small shop he was to hire for the purpose. Before 
leaving Chicago he reminded me that his insur¬ 
ance premium would be due before our return, 
and wished me to give him the money to pay it 
before he went away, remarking that he still 
thought I would be glad to fall back upon this 
plan of getting money after my company had 
failed me. I told him that, owing to the strin¬ 
gency of our money matters, I had allowed my 
own insurance to lapse and wished he would do 
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the same. l ie was not willing to do this, advanc¬ 
ing, besides the reason already given, that while 
it was safe for me to allow my insurance to lapse, 
as I had other things with which to protect those 
dependent upon me in case of my death, he had 
little or nothing. He also knew that I had col¬ 
lected a considerable sum of money since coming 
to Chicago, and could, if necessary, give him what 
was needed. I finally settled the matter to his 
satisfaction in the following manner: Upon the 
day his insurance expired I was to give him suffi¬ 
cient money to take out a three months’ accident 
policy lor $5,000 ; it was supposed he at that time 
carried $1,000 of the same kind of insurance, and 
I agreed to be personally responsible to his fam¬ 
ily to the extent of $4,000 in case he died, this 
aggregating the sum of $10,000. He was satis¬ 
fied with this, it being agreed that at the end of 
three months, when our money matters were in 
a more flourishing condition, his regular insurance 
should be renewed. During our trip to New 
Ifork, in my talk with him, not having had much 
opportunity to plan and hold genial conversation 
together since he left Fort Worth months before, 




I noticed that he was not as pleasant as usual, 
was more inclined to sit by himself and smoke 
and think and frown and worry. I spoke to him 
of it, and asked him if he had encountered any 
new trouble at home, to which he answered that 
he had not. 

We reached New York about August 5th, I 
think, I went to the Astor House and he secured 
a boarding place near Thirty-third street. I at 
once commenced to look about for some small 
space in a shop where he could carry on his 
work. 

Up to this time, since I had sent Miss Williams 
the various sums aggregating $1,500 from Texas, 
during the preceding winter, I had received only 
two letters 1'rom her, both forwarded to me from 
New York through a friend in Denver, who had 
acted as my agent in the matter. About the 
time I left Fort Worth, I had written her asking 
that she send me $600. I found this amount 
awaiting me at New York in Bank of England 
notes, which I later converted into United States 
currency at Drexel & Co., in Philadelphia and in 
New York. 


For the first few days of my stay in New York, 
I was busy visiting several large machinery stores 
and in doing some other work pertaining to my 
company’s business of years before. Upon the 
morning of the 9th of August, Pitezel reminded 
me that his insurance expired that day, ani 
requested that I aid him in placing his temporary 
insurance. 

I had been waiting for him to make this 
announcement. He had a very valuable, un¬ 
developed patent, nearly finished, a machine for 
testing eggs, which I wished to use at once. I 
therefore said to him, suppose I pay you $500 
cash f»r your share of the new patent (I by pre¬ 
vious contract already owned one-half of it), then 
you can use the money as you choose, both for 
insurance and other matters. He answered that 
he ought not to take less than a $1,000. I finally 
gave him $600 for it, and upon his asking me 
which he should do, retain his old insurance or 
take out the new, I at once advised him to retain 
the old, for two reasons: First , it would help 
my old friend again. Second, if he took the third 
insurance, long before the expiration of that time 


his money would have been blown away, and I 
should feel obliged to give him more. 

He then said, “I will go and telegraph to the 
company in Chicago, and sec if they will keep 
my insurance in force until the money can reach 
them.” I said, wire them the money instead. 
This was apparently a new idea to him, lor after 
understanding it he not only wired them what 
was due, but also a small amount to St. Louis to 
his wife. 1. as usual, cautioned him to be careful 
of the rest of the money, and make it last as long 
as he could. Besides this 1 had done all I could 
to cheer him up, and get him out of the morbid 
condition he had been in, and he voluntarily prom¬ 
ised that for the following thirty days he would 
not drink liquor. 

He told me afterwards that so hard did he try 
to keep his promise after I left him in New York 
that he went to the post-office there, and sent by 
registered letter to B. F. Perry* in Philadelphia, 
nearly all the money he had, so as to place him¬ 
self beyond temptation for the first hard days 
of his struggle. At this time I had come to 

* hff had assumed foi f flic purpe se of aiding me to orgia.ilij'c our Company* 



Philadelphia to meet my wife, to do some business 
with the Link Belt Engineering Company, with 
some stationers and with the Pennsylvania Rail¬ 
road, all of whom were using a patent in which I 
was interested. Upon reaching Philadelphia I 
found that this and other work would detain me 
some time, and not knowing of Pitezel’s precau¬ 
tion already taken, and fearing lest he should 
become drunk in New York, I wrote to him to 
come here. This he did, and, deciding to make 
our headquarters here, I hired some rooms for 
my wife and myself. 

He immediately commenced to look about for 
a part of a shop in which to do his work. My wife 
was taken seriously ill about this time, and con¬ 
tinued so during the remainder of our stay in 
Philadelphia. I was not able to be away from 
the house more than a few hours at a time, and 
therefore did not see as much of Pitezel as I 
otherwise should. About the middle of August 
he told me he had hired an entire house at 131< 
Callowhill street, it being but little more expen¬ 
sive than a shop. That he had met another 
patent man who had promised to pay a part of 


the rent, remarking at the same time that when I 
got ready to help him in what he wished to do, 
lie would buy out the other man’s business or 
move elsewhere, and if I perfected my company 
and went South to unload it, he, if he could make 
any money in his patent exchange, would have 
his family come to Philadelphia for the winter, 
as under the name of Perry he did not fear 
trouble. 

I did not have anything to do with the leasing 
of the house, nor was I in it to exceed four times 
prior to the day before his death. 

Upon Saturday, September ist, I called on 
him to execute some patent papers to send to 
Washington, and at this time he certainly was 
doing a good business. During the time I was 
there no less than twenty customers called, some 
of them being agents he was supplying with cer¬ 
tain washing and cleaning compounds that lie 
manufactured. He had also surrounded himself 
with a great number of models of patents he was 
trying to sell for other parties on commission. 
So busy was he, that after waiting patiently for a 
long time, I told him I would go to my house and 


would return next day to execute the work he 
wished to do. Just before leaving he asked me 
to lend him $30 or $35, saying he wished to use 
it to pay his rent that was then due and to place 
some advertisements in the next day’s papers, 
explaining to me that all his money was in two 
large bills, which he did not wish to change until 
necessary, as, if once broken, he feared he would 
spend them faster. 

I laughingly said to him, " Ben, you are sure 
they are not spent already?” He answered, 
“ Oh, no ! I have them placed away safely up¬ 
stairs ; I can go up and get them if you want me 
to;” and then started as if to do so. I gave him 
the money, saying that I did not require him to 
verify his statement. 

That evening he came to my place of residence 
at about 8.30. I noticed at once that he had been 
drinking, and spoke to him of it, though not in 
anger, as it had always been my custom to wait 
until he became sober before chiding him. He 
told me that he had received word that one of his 
children was sick, and it might become necessary 
for him to go home. I asked him which child it 


was, and also told him he had better telegraph 
and instruct his wife to wire him if she thought it 
was necessary for him to go. H e then spoke of 
leaving his business, and asked me what he should 
do about it if the man he was expecting to take 
an interest with him did not come on at once. I 
told him I thought it best for him to select the 
most trustworthy of his agents to leave in the 
office for a few days, reminding him that I had to 
go to St. Louis upon some legal business early in 
the week, and therefore could not aid him. I then 
bade him good night, telling him I had to go to 
the market near by before it should be closed. 
He said he would go with me. He waited at the 
market while I made my purchases, and returned 
with me almost without speaking. I then again 
said “good night,” 

He said, “ Can't you come out again? 1 want to 
see you.” I told him as my wife was not well, I 
could not very well be absent longer, attributing 
his unusual request to his having been drinking; 
I also reminded him that 1 was to see him early 
the next day. He said in reply, “Then come 
out a moment now, and I will go home.” I did 



so, and he said, “You will have to let me have 
some money in case I have to go to St. Louis.” 
I said, " that will hardly be necessary ; use what 
you have, and if the child dies or other unf oreseen 
expense arises, I shall be in St. Louis during the 
week, and can then see to it.” He replied, 
“ Well, I will have to tell you ; I have not got any 
money save what you gave me to-day, and I have 
used part of that for liquor instead of paying my 
rent with it.” I said, “ Ben, this makes over 
$1,600 you have wasted in debauchery and drink 
within the last seven months while your family 
have needed it. I am done. I told you in Fort 
Worth if it occurred again I should settle our 
business affairs, and thereafter you would have to 
care for yourself. I don’t want to talk with you 
to-night, but to-morrow I will go to your house, 
and I want to settle up not only the patent work, 
as we had intended, but all our other affairs, and 
in the future if I can spare any money it will be 
given to your family instead of to you, but I will 
go to see them upon my arrival in St. Louis, and 
will, if the child is dangerously sick, send you 
money to go home with.” 
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He said they had no money then to live on. I 
said, “ If I find this to be so, I will give them 
some. It will not be the first time I have done 
so, and far in excess of what would liave come to 
them had you been working elsewhere. For 
your own part, you will have to keep sober here 
in Philadelphia in order to make a.living, which 
I know you can do if you try.” He was crying at 
the time. He then asked me if I would not help 
him to carry out the insurance work, having it ap¬ 
pear he had been robbed there in the Callowhill 
street house. I replied, that inasmuch as he was 
persisting in drinking, it would not be a month 
after it was carried out before he told someone of 
it. He said, “You are in earnest; you will not help 
me any more ; I can do nothing alone.” 

I replied, “I am in earnest, and will talk it all 
over with you to-morrow, and plan as best we can 
for the family,” and again bade him good night, 
and as he reluctantly started away I asked him to 
promise me not to drink again that evening, and 
to go at once to his home and to bed. 

He promised to do this after first going again 
to the telegraph office to see if there were any 
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messages for him. He then left me, and that Ls 
the last time I ever saw him alive. 

I wish to say, however, that while 1 thought it 
wise and for his advantage for him to suppose he 
had got to care for himself in the future, I had 
no intention of abandoning him, if for no other 
reason than that he was too valuable a man, even 
with his failings taken into consideration, for me 
to dispense with. I should have gone through a 
form of settlement with him next day, and upon 
my return from St. Louis, if I found him sober, 
have gone on as before. 

The next morning I went to the Callowhill 
street house, reaching there about 11 o’clock, 
entering with a key he had given me some weeks 
before to use if I came there in his absence. I 
found no one in the front portion of the house, 
and passed back into the kitchen; finding that 
also deserted, I went to the stairway and called 
him by name; receiving no answer, I went up the 
stairs so that I could look into the room where 
he slept. 

He was not there, and I was much worried, 
thinking that, instead of coming home as he had 
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promised, he had gone about the city and per¬ 
haps had been arrested. Upon returning to the 
kitchen, however, I noticed that there were evi¬ 
dences of a fire having recently been built in the 
stove, and, therefore, did not think more of the 
matter, concluding that he had gone to the post- 
office or telegraph office. 

I then left the house, but before doing so I 
placed a chair in a narrow passageway at the end 
of a counter, to denote to him, if he returned 
before I did, that I had been there. I went to 
the Mercantile Library and read the foreign 
papers for about an hour, went to a place on 
Eleventh street where I had a box for my private 
mail, and then, buying a Philadelphia Sunday 
paper, I returned to the Callowhill street house, 
entering as bef ore. 

The chair was as I had left it. I sat down for 
a few minutes to read, then went into the kitchen 
and rekindled the fire, so that he could prepare 
us a light lunch as soon as he returned, while I 
was making up the necessary papers. 

The fire soon making the lower rooms uncom¬ 
fortably warm, I went up stairs and lay down upon 
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his bed and resumed the reading of the paper. 
While there I noticed an unusual odor and finally 
got up. Upon going into the adjoining room I 
found perhaps two dozen small bottles containing 
a certain cleaning fluid upon the mantel, some of 
which were uncorked. This fluid contained some 
chloroform, ammonia and benzine among other 
ingredients, all being of a volatile nature. 

I don’t know how long I stayed there, nor what 
time it was when I finally thought it best to go 
home, and I then went down stairs to his desk to 
write him a note. There among the paper I found 
a note written in a cipher we sometimes used, 
which read, “Get letter in bottle in cupboard.” 
or words to that effect. (This note being one 
that no one could read without my aid, I carried 
it in the small watch pocket of my pantaloons, 
until in Toronto, having a new suit of clothing 
made, from which my tailor had omitted such a 
pocket, I placed the note in a tin box of papers 
that later was taken by the authorities. The note 
is now, or should be, in their hands.) 

I went to the kitchen cupboard, which was the 
only one I had noticed in the house, and there I 
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f ound a whiskey flask, within which 1 could see 
some paper. 

To get at it I quickly broke the bottle, and 
upon opening the letter I read, “I am going to 
kill myself, if I can do it. You will find me up 
stairs. I am worth more dead than alive.” I did 
not wait to finish the letter at that time, but went 
hurriedly up stairs. The only place on the second 
floor I had not had occasion to visit that morning 
was a small room under the stairway, and looking 
into it I found it empty. 

I then ran up this stairway to the third story, 
a portion of the house I had never before been in. 

It consisted of two low, small rooms, each 
having one small window. The door to one of 
these rooms was «pen. I instinctively turned to the 
room that was close’d. Thrusting open the door 
and stepping within, 1 saw Pite2el lying upon the 
floor. I rushed to him, but before I had remained 
longer than to remove a large towel that was 
wrapped around his head, and not having time 
to find if he were alive, I was forced, owing to 
the overpowering odor of chloroform, together 
with the shock of coming upon him so suddenly 
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and in such a condition, to leave the room, falling 
upon my knees and crawling a portion of the way 
until I finally reached the window in the adjoining 
room, which I opened, and in a few minutes had 
recovered myself sufficiently to return to the room 
where Pitezel lay, but again was forced to leave 
before I could make a satisfactory examination. 

This time I had opened the window in this 
room as well, and presently was able to ascertain 
that he was dead. I then went to the hallway and 
sat down upon the stairs. I do not know how 
long I sat there, nor what I thought in the mean¬ 
time. I had not yet wholly recovered from the 
effects of the chlorof orm, and was dazed. This was 
not due to having come suddenly upon a dead 
body, for my medical experience of years before 
had rendered me accustomed to disagreeable sights 
and scenes—but the man had been to me far more 
than an ordinary employee ; one whom, although 
most of our tastes were dissimilar, I had always 
liked and had had fewer disagreements with than 
would likely have been the case had he been my 
own brother. And to come upon him thus had 
unmanned me. 


I know the thought never came to me while 
sitting there that it might be dangerous for my 
own safety, the street door being then unlocked. 
After a time I returned to the room and made a 
careful examination. 

He lay upon his back, his lower limbs fully ex¬ 
tended, one arm folded upon his chest, the other 
thrown out at his side. 

His head was slightly raised by means of a 
coarse colored blanket, closely folded. He was 
fully dressed, except his coat and vest which hung 
on a chair beside him. The pockets of his trousers 
were turned inside out, and in the waistband was 
a letter within an envelope addressed “ C. A. P.”* 

If asked to express an absolutely true opinion 
as to how long he had been dead, I should say 
not more than six hours. 

Upon the chair was a large gallon bottle laying 
upon its side, so arranged that it would nearly 
empty itself, it being held in position upon one 
side by a hammer and upon the other by a small 
block of wood ; fr«n the bottle, and connected 
thereto by a perforated cork in which an ordinary 


* Mrs, Pitczcl's Initial*, 
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quill toothpick had been inserted, there trailed a 
long piece of small rubber tubing, terminating at 
its free end in the towel I had removed upon first 
entering the room. This tube was constricted 
midway by a piece of cord tied about it, so that 
the flow of liquid would be slow. 

Owing to the time that had elapsed after his 
death all the chloroform that could escape from 
the bottle, in the position in which it lay, had 
passed through the tube, filling his mouth and, as 
I later learned f rom the Coroner’s physician, his 
stomach as well; this one fact alone being suffi¬ 
cient to prove to any scientific person, or physician 
at least, that any one having a medical training 
would not, if obliged to use chloroform for such a 
purpose, carry it to such an extent if he wished 
it to appear later that the man died as the result 
of inhaling the vaporous fumes of chloroform and 
benzine, that had exploded in a bottle held in the 
victim’s hands. 

The excess of the liquid had then run out upon 
the floor and on the blanket underneath his head. 
The only other articles in the room besides those 
already enumerated were some small pocket 


belongings, a knife, memoranda book, match box, 
containing some of our patent stamps, and per¬ 
haps twenty small coins ; all these were placed on 
the chair beside the bottle. Upon the window¬ 
sill was a small handful of tacks with which he 
had fastened some newspapers upon the sash in 
lieu of a curtain. 

By this time, owing to the excoriating effect of 
the chloroform his face had become somewhat 
discolored, and I went to the rooms below and 
procured a wet towel, and after covering the face 
with it I started down the stairs fully intending to 
call in some of the neighbors. Then came the 
thought that, instead of filling the house with a 
crowd of curious people, it would be better to go 
direct to the Coroner. 

1 know this thought was in my mind as I passed 
down the stairway, for I distinctly remember won¬ 
dering in what part of the city the Coroner’s 
office was located, whether at the City Hall or 
elsewhere, and if it would be open on Sunday, 

Reaching the kitchen I picked up the letter 
which, in my haste, I had let fall before going up 
stairs in search of him. The substance of the 


letter, beside that already given, was that h c had 
tried to take his life in Mississippi during the 
previous June, and now with his drinking habit 
growing so much stronger day by day, he could 
not hope to make a living without my aid. He 
wished me to so arrange his body in one of two 
ways that it would appear that his death had been 
cither accidental or that he had been attacked by 
burglars and killed, giving the details of how I 
was to carry out either course:— 

First, that his family should not at present know 
of his death ; * second, that the children should 
never know he had committed suicide (this he 
also repeated in the letter left for his wife); that 
the insurance money should be used to place the 
Fort Worth building in an earning condition, 
and that I should exchange some Chicago prop¬ 
erty we owned for some house in a city with good 
school advantages ; that none of the money should 
be so placed that relatives could borrow it away 
from his wife. He spoke of our close connection 
for years, and that he could depend upon my 

* kefore going to Denver when he had felt solute of carrying out the plan, I after¬ 
wards learned that he had spoken to one his family about hi» sudden disappearance 
at anytime not necessitating them to weary. 
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aiding him now and in the future, ending his 
directions with the words :— 

“ Do enough with me so there won’t be any 
slip-up on the insurance ; I shan't feel it.” The 
letter was poorly written, and it took me some 
minutes to decipher it, and upon fin ishing it, I sat 
down for a time and re-read parts of it. This 
gave me time to consider my own position, and as 
soon as it came into my mind, but before I had 
decided to carry out his instructions, I went into 
the front office and locked the street door. 

The thought that troubled me most at that time 
was, that under no conditions, whether the insur¬ 
ance part was carried out or not, was I the one to 
discover his dead body. I was here in Philadel¬ 
phia under an assumed name. A few years earlier 
I had stopped at some hotels and met people un¬ 
der the name of Holmes. Some years before 
that I had done businsss here under still another 
name, and at another time, earlier yet, I had 
visited relatives here under my true name. 

And now at this time, to be called as a witness 
before a Coroner’s jury, would almost certainly 
cause me to be identified by some one; and if 
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under the name of Holmes, it was more than 
likely to be seen in the papers by some Fort 
Worth people, and would probably result in my 
arrest upon the charges there, and my arrest at 
this time I was satisfied would mean death to my 
wife. 

Again, I had an engagement in St. Louis for 
the following Thursday morning, to fail to keep 
which would result in the loss of a considerable sum 
of money, and also prove a source of great annoy¬ 
ance to my attorney, who was personally respon¬ 
sible for my appearance there. Besides this, 
Pitczel was dead ; nothing I could do here would 
aid him, while in St. Louis I could be of the 
utmost benefit to his family, by forestalling the 
announcement of his death reaching them through 
the newspapers, by seeing them personally, and 
also caring for the child that was sick, if need be. 
This portion of the matter was settled in my mind 
at once, then came the question whether I should 
do anything to aid in the deception of the insur¬ 
ance matter or simply remove the letter he had 
written to his wife, lest it contain matters that 
should not be made public and go away. One of 
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his plans I did not entertain for a moment, the one 
involving striking him upon the head severely 
enough to crush his skull. Had my own life 
depended upon it, I could not have forced myself 
to strike his dead body even had I been sure there 
was no suicide clause in his insurance policy. I 
should have preferred to have told his family at 
once of his death, contrary to his wishes, in 
preference to doing anything to mislead the 
authorities, involving, as it necessarily must, some 
mutilation of the body, 

I had never seen the policy, but from my friend 
the insurance agent’s statement that it was similar 
to mine, I judged it contained such a clause. Nor 
did I know whether or not the suicide clause was 
inoperative in Pennsylvania as it is in many other 
States. (All these things I most certainly should 
have found out previously if I had been intending 
to immediately carry out the fraud.) After con¬ 
siderable deliberation, I went to the room in the 
second story that he had partially prepared, un¬ 
corked the small bottles I had previously found 
there, and also found the pipe he had filled with 
tobacco, the top of which was slightly burned as 
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though he had just lighted it before his accident 
occurred. 

He did this part of the work previous to his 
death, knowing that I did not smoke or knew 
little of filling pipes intelligently enough to de¬ 
ceive any one. Having placed the room in the 
condition necessary (breaking the large bottle, 
placing pipe upon the floor, etc.), I moved his 
body as carefully as possible to this second-story 
room. I found that the chloroform had given the 
side of the lace and neck and part of the chest 
quite the appearance of having been burned, and 
this made my task the easier, although it seemed 
terrible enough in any event. 

At last I forced myself to burn the clothing 
upon one side of the body, smothering the flames 
when they reached the flesh, and in this way pro¬ 
duced partially successful results; then hastily 
gathering together several small articles that I 
wished to take away with me, I placed the room 
somewhat in order, and after going again to the 
room where he lay to see him, as I then supposed 
for the last time, I at once left the house, dis¬ 
guising myself to some extent by wearing one of 
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his hats, for I had been fully alive to the neces¬ 
sity of care after I had first had time to think of 
the matter. Among the things taken from the 
house was a bottle of chloroform, which he had 
previously bought in Philadelphia, and prepared 
to send to Chicago to be placed with the clothing 
and other things for Hedgpeth’s use. 

In going out of the house I was careful to leave 
the door both unlocked and open, in order to call 
attention to the condition of affairs within as soon 
as possible. Upon reaching the more pure air 
of the street I was seized with a feeling of nausea 
and dizziness, resulting probably as an after-eff ect 
of the chloroform-laden air within. 

I knew my general appearance must have 
been that of an intoxicated person. To become 
relieved of this feeling somewhat if possible, I 
decided to walk a portion of the distance to my 
residence, and while doing so decided that it was 
best, my wife being well enough, to leave Phila¬ 
delphia at once, thinking that Pitezel had no 
doubt spoken of me to some of his newly-made 
friends, and perhaps told them where I lived. 
I, therefore, went to the Broad Street Station 
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and ascertained that a train would leave in half 
an hour (so I know now that I left the Callowhill 
street house, at about 3.45 o’clock, as the train 
referred to was the regular 4.30 Western train); 
I found that another train left i'or the West at 
10.25 M-1 and although my wile was not able 
to do so, I took her as carefully as I could to this 
train and left at that hour. 

I have often since that day tried to analyze 
the feelings which I had at the time of Pitezcl’s 
death. I felt it to be a terrible matter, and cer¬ 
tainly could not have deplored it more had he 
been a relative, but I did not then, nor have I 
since felt the great horror concerning it that I 
experienced at the time of Nannie Williams’ death 
in Chicago, which was wholly unprovoked and for 
which I felt that I was the indirect cause ; while in 
this case, his death occurred as the result of his 
own premeditation, in consequence of his having 
allowed himself to slowly drift into pernicious 
habits lor which he was more than any one else to 
blame. Upon reaching Indianapolis, I was occupied 
until Wednesday noon, September 5th, in arrang¬ 
ing comiortable quarters for my wife, at which 
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time I started for St. Louis, reaching that city 
about 7 p. m., having bought upon the train a St. 
Louis Globe-Democrat, giving in a Philadelphia 
dispatch an account of the finding of Pitezel’s 
(Perry’s) body in the Callowhill street house 
upon the previous day. 

After a short delay I went at once to Mrs. 
Pitczel’s place of residence, about an hour’s ride 
from the centre of the city, hoping to be in time 
to tell them of the matter myself. L'pon reaching 
the house, however, I found all in a state of 
commotion. 

The neighbors were there, a physician had 
been summoned, and it was some time before I 
could obtain a suitable opportunity to talk with 
Mrs. Pitezel. I found her in a very nervous 
and over wrought condition, and I thought it best 
to palliate her fears for a time, and, therefore, 
said to her, “ Perhaps Ben is not dead. There 
may be a mistake in the person, as I saw him 
alive last week.” 

To which she answered, '‘Oh, no! I am sure 
it is he, for I have been writing to him under that 
name and at that address.” Just at this moment 
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Dessie, the oldest daughter, called me to one 
side and said, “ Do you think papa is really 
dead?” I replied that I feared so, but that her 
mother should not be told until we were certain 
of it. She said, “I don’t think he is. Last 
spring, when I was sick and he was leaving me, 
he told me that if I ever heard that he was dead 
not to believe it, as some work he was going to 
do might require him to have people think so for 
a time.” I asked her if he had told her mother 
of this, and she said, “No; her father had told 
her not to tell any one.” As soon as a favorable 
opportunity occurred, I said to Mrs, Pitezel, 
“Did Ben ever say anything to you about not 
worrying if you heard of his death ? ” She replied, 
“Yes;” and, after stopping a moment, added, 
“If he has gone and done that without letting us 
know, leaving us to worry ourselves to death, I 
could almost wish he was dead. Is it the insur¬ 
ance matter ?” “ I guess it is,” I replied, in such a 
tone that she would think that I knew it to be so. 
She then asked if he would get the money all right, 
and I told her that it would be paid to her, if any¬ 
one. She asked, “Where is Ben now?” I 
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replied that it was his plan to go South at once. 
She said, ** Well, I do not want him writing to 
me ; all his letters for me must go to you ; and 
the children need not know but that he is really 
dead, for they would certainly tell of it; they are 
young, and will soon get over the worry.” I 
asked if the insurance policy was there in the 
house, and she said, “ I do not know ; I will see; 
he ought to have given it to you if he was going 
through with it so soon; it maybe in Chicago 
among some things stored in a warehouse there.” 

I did not allow her to look for it at that time, as 
she was too ill yet from her shock to do so, but 
instructed her to loak for it next morning, and if 
well enough, to bring all the papers she had to 
my attorney’s office. Some question then arose 
as to whether she could find this office, and she 
remembered that at the time of my arrest her 
husband had called there and had brought home 
one of their cards, which she said was still 
among some of his papers, and with this she 
could find her way.* 

*At the time referred to a daily paper had ataud that these lawyers were taact 

my attorneys, and upon Pitezel's calling upon them, they had given him this card, and 
atlW directed him to the attorney they had recommended to me in the same street. 
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At about 9 o’clock, the family being more quiet 
at the time, I returned to the hotel for the night, 
and I feel sure that Mrs. Pitezcl at the time of 
this visit, which was the first confidential talk I 
had ever had with her, had no previous knowl¬ 
edge of an intention to perpetrate a fraud upon 
this company other than a vague idea that under 
certain conditions and at a more remote time it 
might have been carried out, which was the exact 
condition of affairs as they had existed upon the 
day of Pitezel’s death. 

She is not a woman of extraordinary gifts, and 
any simulation on her part at this time would not 
have deceived me. The next morning I went to 
Judge Harvey’s office and found that owing to 
his absence my case had been postponed. I left 
word there for Mrs. Pitezel, if she called during 
the day, to wait lor me, and I went to the offices 
of another attorney and spoke of the insurance 
claim and told him if it was promptly paid I could 
use some of that money. He said insurance 
companies are slow and it will probably be some 
time before it is settled. He asked how large an 
amount it was, and upon my stating it was 
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$io,ooo, he said, “You will need an attorney in 
fixing the papers ; can’t I do it Tor you ? ” I re¬ 
replied that I was about to consult Judge Harvey. 
He said, “ Let me have it; I have just settled a fire 
insurance loss and had first-rate success, besides 
you are really my client, as we sent you to Judge 
Harvey because my partner was away at the 
time.’’ After returning to Judge Harvey’s office 
and not finding him there, I saw him again and 
told him that the claim was a false one, that the 
man was, in reality, not dead. He made a num¬ 
ber of inquiries as to the details of the fraud and 
finally said, “Well, if you have anyone to attend 
to it here it had better ke me, lor neither Judge 
Harvey or my partner would dare to take hold of 
it. I do not belong to this firm, although I have 
an office here with them. You will notice my 
letter-heads appear with my own name alone; 
still I can avail myself of their judgment in im¬ 
portant cases, and *n account of this supposed 
death occurring under a fictitious name, you will 
find you need help.” 

I then explained that Mrs. Pitczel was to come 
into the city that morning, if she was able, with the 
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papers, and he remarked, “Well, she must not 
know that I have any knowledge that the claim is 
not a legitimate one.” 

It was then arranged that he should write some 
letters to the company’s office in Chicago, to 
ascertain if Pitezel had, in reality, paid the pre¬ 
mium as he had stated, there being no receipts 
showing this had been done, and also to write to 
the authorities in Philadelphia. 

I asked him in regard to his fee, and he stated 
that it would depend upon how much work had 
to be done, but that being a young attorney he 
would make it a reasonable sum. Later, in going 
out of the building, I met Mrs. Pitezel and ex¬ 
plained to her that this lawyer would take care of 
the case for her, and that she should not have him 
know that she was aware of his knowing the true 
state of the case. In other words, she, while in 
his presence, was to appear and speak as though 
it were a genuine loss. 

So, at this stage of the case, I knew Pitezel 
was dead; Mrs. Pitezel and the attorney each 
supposed him to be alive, but, by a separate 
agreement each had voluntarily made with me, 


both were to deceive each other in this respect, 
making a most unique case of conspiracy, if con¬ 
spiracy it was. 

I was not present during all of the attorney’s 
first interview with Mrs. Pitezel, but she author¬ 
ized him to write the necessary letters, and I told 
her that he had made satisfactory arrangements 
with me in regard to his fee, which I would be 
responsible to him for. 

I then gave Mrs. Pitezel some money for her 
immediate wants and left the city, intending to 
return again in ten days, at which time my case 
was to be called in Court. Before going away I 
told the attorney he could address me at Indian¬ 
apolis at any time. About five days thereafter I 
received a letter f rom him, stating that he had 
received an answer to his letter of inquiry sent 
to the Philadelphia authorities, in which they 
stated that the man referred to was only known 
to them under the name of Perry, and would be 
buried as that person unless some »ne identified 
him at onceas Pitezel. He also stated that Mrs, 
Pitezel instructed him to ask me to return to St 
Louis and aid her if I could do so. 
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This I did at once, and upon meeting him he 
told me it would be necessary for some one to go 
to Philadelphia at once, and wished me to furnish 
the money for him and one of the family to make 
the trip. I told him that until the first of the fol¬ 
lowing month I could not well do this, but sug¬ 
gested a person with whom Pitezel had formerly 
dealt that I thought would advance the necessary 
sum, if it was agreed that it should be returned 
to him with interest as soon as the insurance was 
collected. The attorney later negotiated such a 
loan, receiving $ 300 . 

At this time I saw Mrs. Pitezel, and she not 
being strong enough to take the trip, it was de¬ 
cided that the daughter, Alice, should go. This 
choice of the children being principally due to 
arrangements previously made by Pitezel, that if 
Miss Williams came to this country, and returned 
to her old occupation as a teacher, that Alice 
should live with her for a year to go to school. I 
had received a letter from Miss Williams that she 
had decided to do this, and at the time of Pitezel’s 
death had asked her to come to settle in Cincin¬ 
nati, thinking thus she would break away from 
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her old life, making it safer for me to be also 
where she could help in regard to some Texas 
papers, which I had found must at any hazard, 
be duplicated. Therelore, a few days later, when 
Alice left St. Louis, it was with the lull under¬ 
standing that she was to stay East with Miss 
Williams, or go with her to Cincinnati, if all lo¬ 
cated there. 

At the time I was about to leave, having made 
these arrangements, I received a letter that had 
been forwarded to me from Chicago, asking for 
my assistance in identifying Pitezel, it being 
known to the Chicago office that he had been in 
my employ. To intelligently answer this letter, 
I went to the attorney’s office, at which time I 
first closely examined the insurance policy. I 
then wrote to the company as accurate a descrip¬ 
tion as I could give of him. 

At this time the attorney said, “ Why don’t 
you go to Philadelphia, also ? ” 

I replied that it would be an unnecessary 
expense, and I wished to go to Cincinnati at that 
time to arrange for a house for the family. He 
said, “I had better wait until the money was 
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paid,” and I replied that the family would have to 
have a house whether the money was paid or not. 
Finally it was decided I should go to Philadelphia 
via Cincinnati, which I did, writing to the com¬ 
pany from the latter place that I had business 
calling me toward Philadelphia, and I would call 
upon them in a few days, and if possible aid them 
in identifying the body. Later in the same day 
I met Alice en route. The next day, early in the 
afternoon, I called upon the Insurance Company 
in Philadelphia. 

I was introduced, after a little delay, to Colonel 
Bosbyshell, one of the officers. He talked with 
me for some time regarding the case, and finally, 
having asked me a good many questions as to 
Pitczcl’s general appearance, said, “Well, I think 
that it is either a case of mistaken identity or a 
fraud. The man found here, and who has been 
buried under the name of B. F. Perry, was a 
man who weighed forty pounds more than Mr. 
Pitezel, both according to your judgment and 
according to his application for insurance; and 
moreover, this man had red hair while Pitezefs 
was black. An attorney and some of Mr. Pitezefs 
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relations are expected here at any time, and I 
w ish you could stay and aid us in clearing up the 
matter. 

He then left the office, and in a few minutes 
returned with some money, which he tendered 
me, saying they would be glad to have me 
stay at their expense. I replied that I would 
not take the money, but having other work to 
attend to, I would call from day to day, and if I 
was put to much expense or loss of time, I would 
ask them to pay me, otherwise no charge would 
be made, explaining further that Pitezel was in¬ 
debted to me, and if the claim was a genuine 
one I would be willing to devote some time to it 
in order that I could collect my money, which I 
had no doubt his wife would pay. 

That afternoon I saw our attorney, he and 
Alice having arrived in the interim. I told him 
of my interview, and he at once said, “We shan’t 
collect a dollar. They have either substituted a 
body for the one you used, or your choice was so 
poor it had not deceived them.” He was in favor 
of abandoning the case and returning to St, 
Louis. 
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Finally it was decided that he should see the 
company the next day, but he insisted, as he 
said, for his own safety, that if we met at the 
company’s office he should not have it appear he 
had ever seen me before. The next day, about 
half an hour after I called at the insurance office, 
the president of the company, who I had met the 
day before, and our attorney entered the room 
where 1 was seated, and the following conversa¬ 
tion took place:— 

Mr, -, the president, then introduced me to 

our attorney, saying:— 

"This is Mr. Holmes, of Chicago, who carries 
insurance in our company, and who formerly was 
well acquainted with Mr. Pitezel.'’ 

Upon our shaking hands, he said, "I am glad to 
know you, sir.” 

After some general conversation, I said, “The 
officers of the company inform me that you 
have certain letters and other papers in Mr. Pite- 
zel’s handwriting, and I think, if agreeable to you, 
1 can identify them if belonging to him.” 

Our attorney then turned to the president, say¬ 
ing, “Who is this man? Before I show any 



papers or have anything more to do with one 
who is apparently an outsider, I wish to know 
more about him.” 

The president then said in a conciliatory man¬ 
ner, “Oh! I think you can depend upon Mr. 
Holmes acting independently and for the interest 
of all in the case. He is a man formerly in busi¬ 
ness in Chicago, and for whom Mr. Pitezel 
worked for a long time, and if any one is able to 
give an accurate description of him, Mr. Holmes 
should be able to do so.” 

“ My inquiry was a precautionary one,” said our 
attorney, “ I am willing under those circumstances 
that Mr. Holmes should examine the papers and 
aid us if he can.” 

During that afternoon our attorney entered 
into an agreement in writing with the company, 
stipulating, that in order to establish his claim, 
certain marks of identification should be found 
upon the body, which it had been arranged to 
have disinterred the next day. Among those 
marks should appear a large wart, or mole, upon 
the back of the neck, jet black hair, a cowlick 
upon the forhead, a peculiarly decayed condition 
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of the teeth, a bruised thumb nail and a scar upon 
one of the lower extremities. 

That evening, quite late, our attorney came to 
me freshly terrified, and again ready to abandon 
the case. He had met a man named Smith, who, 
in conversation with him, had stated that while in 
Pitczel's place of business he had seen a man 
come in and hold some conversation with him, 
who he had understood was a friend then living 
in the city. Smith had stated that the friend had 
not come forward at the time of his death and he 
thought it strange, and also remarked that if lie 
ever saw the man again he would know him. 

Mr. Smith was to be at the Coroner’s office 
next day, and was also to be present at the time 
the body was viewed. I told him that from what 
I remembered of the man Smith, I did not think 
he was a very close observer or overburdened 
with general intelligence, and I would take the 
chances of his recognizing me, rather than give 
up the case at that stage of it. Next morning 
we all met at the Coroner’s office. My judgment 
had been correct in regard to Smith. He noticed 
me only as he would have done any stranger, and 
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upon being introduced to him, and being in his 
company and holding a general conversation with 
him, I met with the same result. 

It was decided at the meeting at the Coroner’s 
office that later in the day those interested should 
go to the cemetery where the body would be 
exhumed for identification. This was done, there 
being in the party the president and tw r o others, 
representing the insurance company, a physician 
and a Deputy Coroner representing the city ; 
our attorney, Alice Pitezel and myself besides 
Mr. Smith before ref erred to. 

Upon reaching the cemetery w r e were told that 
the body had already been placed in a small 
house and was ready to be seen. 

I felt, that there being two other physicians 
present, it was not necessary for me to take part 
in the identification, unless called upon to do so ; 
and had, upon first arriving together with Mr. 
Perry, taken the daughter to a distant quarter of 
the enclosure. The physician made the examina¬ 
tion of the body, which lay in a well-lighted 
room ; and, after taking abundant time for this 
purpose, came out of the building and announced 


that all marks of identification were wanting. 
After some further conversation, the president said 
to our attorney that they were satisfied before 
they came there that such would be the case, and 
a general movement was made preparatory t« 
leaving the place. 

The attorney asked me what I thought should 
be done, and upon my answering him, he told 
the president that he would like to have me ex¬ 
amine the body as well. 1 asked the doctor if he 
would object, and he said “No,” but that I would 
not find it a pleasant task. 

I entered the building, and hardly had passed 
the door before I was positive that the doctor had 
been mistaken in the color of the hair. Upon a 
close examination, all the marks were easily 
found : the wart upon the neck, equal in diameter 
to that of a lead pencil, and projecting fully a 
quarter of an inch from the surface ; the cowlick, 
the bruised nail, the teeth decayed exactly as had 
been described; and lastly, the scar an inch and 
a half in length upon the foot. 

I could do no less than call the doctor in, and 
one by one he grudgingly admitted their presence; 
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and that there should be no further question 
as to the identity of the man, I asked him to 
remove the wart for microscopical examination, 
some of the hair, the nail and the scar. He said 
he had no implement with him that he cared to 
use lor this purpose. I had only a very small 
lancet, but I removed the necessary portions, and 
later turned them over to the Coroner's repre¬ 
sentative. 

I then endeavored to have a decision reached 
at once in order to save the necessity of the 
daughter seeing the body, feeling it to be cruel 
to have her do so, and if possible to prevent it. 
The president would not agree to this, but it was 
finally arranged that she should see only the 
teeth. All other portions of the body were there¬ 
fore excluded from view, and I led the child into 
the building. 

It was a terribly hard thing that I had to do, for 
she was but a delicate child of perhaps fourteen 
or fifteen years, yet she was courageous and very 
willing to do what she could. 

Upon reaching the body she said, “ Yes, those 
are papa’s teeth, I am sure of it.” I at once led 
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her away, but I found the impression left upon 
her tender mind would remain as long as she 
lived, and have always felt it to have been a 
wholly unnecessary requirement upon the part of 
the company. 

Without regard to what the reasons were, the 
doctor’s report was destined to cost me dearly, as 
will later be seen in this history. This ended the 
examination at the grave-yard, and we all returned 
to the city. 

Even at that time the officers of the company 
would not express themselves as willing to allow 
the claim, but later in the day they reluctantly 
admitted that they were satisfied with the identi¬ 
fication. Upon reaching the Coroner’s office again, 
the Coroner very kindly offered to take my testi¬ 
mony the next morning, which was Sunday, in 
order that I could leave the city without further 
loss of time. After making this arrangement, I 
went to the insurance company’s office where I 
was reweighed, remeasured and in other ways 
readjusted my own insurance, and later went to 
an undertaker’s office, and made every arrange¬ 
ment to have the body properly buried in a good 
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locality, well satisfied to be able to perform this 
final act for my friend. 

The next day at 4.30 i\ M„ having previously 
gone to the Coroner’s office, I left Philadelphia, 
taking Alice Pitezcl with me. I had not heard from 
Miss Williams as I felt sure I should do, inf orming 
me of her expected arrival in New York, and thus 
not hearing, I addressed her there, asking both 
she and Hatch to come to Cincinnati as soon as 
they conveniently could, stating my reasons for 
asking them to do so. 

Alice did not like to return to St. Louis on 
account of having told every one she knew before 
leaving that she was going away for the winter, 
although she would have been very glad to have 
seen her mother ; and upon reaching Indianapolis 
I told her she could choose between returning to 
St. Louis or remaining there f or the few interven¬ 
ing days while I went to St. Louis and returned 
with some of the rest of the family upon our way 
to Cincinnati, it having previously been arranged 
with Mrs. Pitezel that this move should be made 
at once to save commencing another month in 
St. Louis, where she was paying rent. 


Alice having decided to remain in Indianapolis, 
I took her to Stubbin’s Hotel and left her there 
in charge of those whom I had become acquainted 
with during my previous stay in that city. The 
next day I received a telegram from the attorney, 
stating that the company had paid him the insur¬ 
ance, after deducting several hundred dollars ior 
expenses, which, I think, was wholly unjust to¬ 
wards Mrs. Pitezel, the whole amount, if any, 
being due her. 

I then returned to St. Louis, where, owing to 
my absence, my own case had again been post¬ 
poned, and I therefore decided to return to 
Cincinnati. 

Taking the two children, Nellie and Howard, I 
started for that city via Indianapolis, telegraphing 
to the hotel to have some one accompany Alice 
to the train in the morning to join us. This was 
done, and at about 8 A. m. we reached the Cin¬ 
cinnati station where Hatch met us. It was the 
first I had seen of him since early in December 
of the previous year. 

Miss Williams had remained in New York, 
being unwilling to go to Cincinnati where she 


had previously played, and therefore was known 
to some people. 

Being in haste to commence my work among 
the real estate men, I gave the children into 
Hatch's charge, and he took them to a small hotel 
near the station. But not liking the surround¬ 
ings, I returned to the Hotel Bristol. I spent a 
very busy day, but was not successful in finding 
property to exchange for Chicago property, and 
at last I thought it safer to rent a house for a time, 
and then, by advertising my property, find some¬ 
thing more suitable for the children’s wants. I 
therefore hired a house, paying one month’s rent 
and six months’ water tax. I also made arrange¬ 
ments for its being comfortably f urnished. 

Miss Williams not having come, I looked around 
for some trustworthy person to care for the 
children until their mother could reach them. 
Mrs. Pitezel having a desire to visit her parents 
before going elsewhere, did so. 

Not finding such a person as I wished, and not 
liking to leave the children without proper atten¬ 
tion, I decided to take them with me to Indian¬ 
apolis, where I expected to be engaged in some 
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real estate work f«r the following two weeks. 
This I did, Hatch accompanying us, and then 
going on to Chicago from whence he returned in 
a few days. 

We reached Indianapolis about October jst; 
the children stayed one day at English’s Hotel, 
and then I engaged permanent board for them at 
the Circle House, my wife and myself being at 
another hotel near by, so that I could visit the 
children each day and know they were properly 
cared for. This form of life was new to the 
children, and they thoroughly enjoyed it, going 
about the city either by themselves, Hatch’s or 
my own company. 

I shortly afterwards returned to St. Louis, and, 
upon entering the attorney’s office, he said, 
" Well, I am glad you have come; my partner 
had been wishing that you would return.” 1 
said, “Why?” He replied, “Because he wants 
to get this matter settled up and get our fee out 
of it. You know how close work it was to get 
the company to believe the claim was straight, 
and something may occur to make them change 
their minds, But, I said,’ “Why has he to be 
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considered, even in that event?" He replied, 
"Because, in a case as big as this, he will have to 
be considered ; besides, if it had not been for his 
letter of introduction to Superintendent Linden 
in Philadelphia, the money would not have been 
paid” I then told him that I had not yet seen 
Mrs, Pitezel, but we would arrange the settlement 
when I did so, and I would have her come in and 
sign the necessary papers later. “Well," said 
he, “what do you think we should receive?” I 
said, “ I have no idea; you must set your price, 
not I.” 

He then said, “Well, usually in these insur¬ 
ance cases the attorneys get fifty per cent, of 
the claim. I have asked three disinterested 
lawyers about it, and they say I ought to have 
that much, they not knowing it as a fraudulent 
claim, which makes it all the worse." 

My answer was, “Well, if it comes to taking 
$5,000, which, from your own statement to me, is 
more money than you ever before earned in your 
life, you will have the opportunity to keep the 
balance as well." After some further conversa¬ 
tion, he offered to choose an attorney if 1 would 
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choose one, and leave the fee to their decision, 
and with this understanding I went away to return 
the next morning. When I returned he met me 
with the announcement that his partner would not 
agree to his proposition. I then said, “I wish to 
see him if he is the principal.” At that time I 
had never been introduced to him. He left his 
office in a few minutes and returned and con* 
ducted me into his partner’s private office. He 
was seated at his desk, apparently much too busy 
to leave his work for so small a matter as the 
settlement of a $5,000 fee. 

Finally he turned upon me and, in an an over¬ 
bearing, bull-dozing manner, said, “What is all 
this trouble about? Don’t you expect to pay 
your attorney after you have hired him?” I was 
angry at his insolent manner, and at once told 
him that I would have no words with him. If they 
wished to receive $500 for their services (remind¬ 
ing him that had it not been for my presence in 
Philadelphia they would not have collected the 
claim, as he had shown so very little tact in treat¬ 
ing with the company—so much so that they had 
been twice upon the point of ordering him from 
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their offices) then that amount could be deducted, 
but no more. 

He then said, “I will allow no man to come 
into my office and dictate to me in regard to a fee 
after the work has been done for him, and as for 
$500 it is an insult to off er it.” I then reminded 
him that I was not making it as an off er to him, 
one of the most prominent lawyers of St. Louis, 
but to his partner, a recent law graduate, to whom 
a $500 fee would be a large one, inasmuch as his 
expenses upon the trip had been elaborately pro 
vided for. 

He said, “Well, we will take $3,000 for this 
work and nothing less.” I replied, “It cannot be 
paid.” 

He said, “Then there is no further use for 
us to discuss the matter.” Turning to his part¬ 
ner, he then said, “ Go to the bank and get a New 
York draft for what you have left; I am going to 
return the money.” I said, “Verywell, sir, noth¬ 
ing could be more to my advantage than this, and 
upon Mrs. Pitezel receiving the money direct 
from the company I shall tender to you your fee 
of $500.” 
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He replied, “You will never have a chance to 
do this ; when the money is sent back I shall at 
the same time write a letter to my old friend, Cap¬ 
tain Linden of the Philadelphia Police Depart¬ 
ment, stating that since my return we have found 
out that the claim is crooked and cannot handle 
such money, and that we think it our duty to aid 
him by placing him in immediate possession of 
all the facts pertaining to the matter ; moreover, 
you are wanted in Fort Worth. Texas, and I shall 
at once cause your arrest before you can leave 
the city.” 

I replied, “You could only cause me trouble 
in regard to the insurance matter at the cost of 
your partner’s disgrace.” He said, “It is not so; 
it would be the word of our firm, which is well 
known throughout the country, against your sin¬ 
gle statement, and you a man that has already 
been under arrest once and will be again inside 
of an hour.” This so angered me that I said, 
“You can send back the money, you can arrest 
me, but you cannot intimidate browbeat me. 
I will spend ten years in the penitentiary before 
giving in to you now.” 
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Upon this I left the office. Mrs. Pitezel was 
seated in the outer room, having come in in the 
meantime. I asked her to come at once to Judge 
I larvey’s office, and upon her hesitating to do so. 
when heaskedher to remain a moment, I told her 
to make no settlement that involved a greater re¬ 
duction than $500 from the amount the company 
had paid. Upon my doing this I left the office, and 
waited a long time for Mrs. Pitezel; and when she 
met me she was in tears and said that they would 
notletherleavctheoffice until she allowed them to 
deduct $2,500 from the insurance money, and that 
she had also signed a long typewritten agree¬ 
ment of some kind. She then had the remainder 
of the money, about $6,000, with her, the lawyers 
having previously paid some bills upon her giving 
them a written order to do so. 

Some days previous to this I had made ar¬ 
rangements that the amount of money to be 
used at Fort Worth should be paid at a bank at 
St. Louis in exchange for a note her husband 
had executed while there.® Mrs. Pitezel went to 

♦The claim so persistently advanced that this Jiote wasa forgery is untrue; it was 
stdl in. existence a short time ago, and if the pr 09 Ccucien will produce it the signature 
Can speak for taelf. 
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the bank and lifted this note, and of the balance 
gave me $225 for my expenses, as she supposed. 
As a matter of fact, the $5.00# thus paid up#n 
ihe note came to me, I having months before 
had to satisfy the claim by the use of other prop¬ 
erty. That afternoon, some time later, I left St. 
Louis, intending to return to Cincinnati and com¬ 
plete the arrangements there for the home of the 
Pitezcl family. Before leaving St. Louis, how¬ 
ever, I arranged that Mrs, Pitezcl and the two 
other children should go to Galva, 111., upon their 
intended visit to Mrs, Pitezefs mother, and also 
made private arrangements to be inlormed #f 
any movements that should be made by the at¬ 
torneys detrimental to my interests. 

Upon my returning to Indianapolis I found 
that both the children were apparently enjoying 
themselves. Hatch had received a letter from 
Miss Williams (to whom he claimed he was mar¬ 
ried) asking that we both meet her in Detroit. 
This meeting was delayed, as I had some more 
real estate work to do in Indianapolis which had 
been neglected, owing to the insurance work. 
While attending to this work I received word that 
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the attorneys were intending to make trouble for 
me, and almost at the same time word came from 
Chicago that some Fort Worth detectives were 
again there, and had heard of my being in Cin¬ 
cinnati, Indianapolis and St. Louis. 

After consulting with Hatch, who was very 
much worried lest if I were arrested it would 
implicate him as being with me, and perhaps Miss 
Williams as well, we concluded that we should 
go away at once. Finally I decided to abandon 
the Cincinnati house, and have the Pitezel family 
locate elsewhere, as the attorneys knew #f my 
former trips to that city. I therefore wrote Mrs. 
Pitezel at Galva, advising her to change her plans 
and go to Detroit. 

Up to this time, all that I had done for Mrs. 
Pitezel she had been aware of, but I did not now 
think it prudent that she should know of the prob¬ 
ability of trouble arising from the insurance com¬ 
pany. I preferred having her locate in some large 
city at that time, and explain to her afterwards 
about her husband’s death as he had requested me 
to do, and also of the necessity of remaining quiet 
until I could ascertain if any real danger existed. 


Quite early upon the morning of October rath, 
I went to the children's hotel, and found them 
eating their breakfast. I told them we were 
going away that day, and went with them to their 
rooms and instructed them to divide their belong¬ 
ings into three separate packages, they having 
previously been contained in a very old trunk, 
which was not in a condition to be taken further. 
There was left in this trunk some old clothing, 
among which was a suit of heavy clothes which 
had belonged to Pitezel. 

1 then asked the children whether they would 
go with me to Chicago, and then to Detroit, or go 
with Hatch. Howard Pitezel chose to go with 
Hatch, while the girls desired to go to Chicago, 
hoping, while there, to have time to visit some of 
their former acquaintances. Having some pur¬ 
chases to make before leaving, I therefore, after 
telling the girls at what time to meet me at the 
station, left the hotel, having instructed Howard 
not to leave until Hatch should come, in order that 
hecould direct him to cometothe station before my 
train left. I met Hatch and Howard later upon 
the street. This was the last time I ever saw the 
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boy Howard, at which time he was both well and 
contented. The first few days after his leaving 
home he had been homesick. 

While I was in the barber shop at the station 
upon this same morning, I asked Hatch to go 
to the hotel and have the nearly empty trunk 
taken to the station and have it checked to any 
destination he might choose, there being nothing 
of value in it, and it not being desirable to have 
it left at the hotel. Upon reaching Chicago, l 
took the two girls to a hotel, as I had business 
in a distant part of the city. I stayed during the 
one night I remained there at a new hotel upon 
the west side of North Clark street, less than a 
block north of the Lincoln avenue car junction* 

Not deeming it prudent, owing to the late news 
I had heard at Indianapolis, to go to my attorney's 
office, I had both him and my agent meet me 
elsewhere, and arranging my work as quickly as 
possible, I left Chicago upon Friday, October 12th, 
going directly to Detroit, taking the girls with me, 
During the latter part of this trip my wife was 

* In any instance, wheo not registering under my own name,my handwiitingwiO 
substantiate my statements 



upon the same train, she having left Indiana that 
morning in response to a request from me to 
do so. 

Anticipating this. I had made arrangements 
with Hatch before leaving Indianapolis to be at 
the Detroit Station to take charge of the children. 
Upon our reaching Detroit I at once took my wife 
to a hotel about one mile from the station, and 
as I was leaving the train I saw Hatch helping 
the girls from the car in which they had traveled. 
About a half hour later Hatch met me at the 
Western Union telegraph office in response to a 
note I had given to Alice idr him. 

It was very late at night, and I returned with 
him to the hotel, where he had taken the girls, 
to see that they were all right, and while going 
there he told me that he had been delayed 
twenty-four hours at some junction between In¬ 
dianapolis and Detroit, so that he had only 
reached Detroit that afternoon, and Miss Williams 
not wishing by any accident to meet my wife had 
gone to Buffalo to visit some theatrical friends, 
taking Howard with her, I did not think strange 
of this, for I knew Howard had known and liked 




Miss Williams the year before, when she was in 
my office in Chicago. The next day I engaged 
permanent board for both myself and wife, and 
also for the children, in tw* separate portions of 
the city, as I expected to remain there for some 
time, and enlisting Hatch’s services, we proceeded 
to look for a house that, if possible, could be 
bought in exchange for Chicago property, and by 
so doing save money. 

If this could not be accomplished, then a house 
that should be rented for a few months, until such 
a trade could be made. A small house was found 
so favorably located, with school advantages for 
the children, that I thought it best to pay the 
small deposit required, five dollars, to hold it f«r 
a few days. 

On Sunday morning Mrs. Pitezel came to De¬ 
troit, and I did not think it wise to tell her positively 
that she was to settle there until I should have 
heard again from both St. Louis and Chicago. 
During the interval, I had her board at a hotel; 
nor did I think it wise to tell her the other chil¬ 
dren were in the city, until I knew that no further 
move was to be made, lest she not understanding 


the danger of arrest—if such danger I should 
find still existing—she would be unwilling to go 
elsewhere, unless she supposed the children and 
her husband, or both, had already gone. 

I had brought with me a package of papers 
from Chicago, which I did not care to carry in my 
own trunks, and it was arranged to conceal them 
in the house lately rented in Detroit. I took 
them therein company with Hatch, and proceeded 
to place them above the ceiling of die upper story, 
when he suggested that in case of fire they would 
be lost, and volunteered to prepare a place next 
day in the basement lor their sale-keeping. And 
this he did by first buying a new shovel, and then 
making a small excavation in the earth, not using 
this shovel, as it afterward appeared, but another 
found in the basement. 

Upon the morning of October 17th I received 
startling intelligence from both St. Louis and 
Chicago, and, upon holding a consultation, it was 
with reluctance that we decided to leave Detroit 
and go either to Canada or Europe; for I felt that 
any move, without regard to expenses, was better 
than to have Mrs. Pitezel arrested and myself as 
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well. This day was a very busy one- Before Mrs. 
Pitezcl left St. Louis I had bought a large trunk, 
which I loaned to her to carry part of her personal 
effects to her new house. When it was decided 
to make a move into other lands, I arranged with 
Hatch that, while I was busy about other matters, 
he should take the trunk to his room and repack 
it, and exclude a multitude of worthless articles, 
after having told Mrs. Pitezel that this was to be 
done. 

It also became necessary to go to a city called 
Ypsilanti upon that same day to get a package of 
valuable papers I had ordered forwarded to me 
there, and, being so busy about other matters, I 
requested Hatch to make the trip for me. He 
hesitated considerably about doing it, saying he 
must see to repacking this trunk. I told him that I 
could better take the time to do this than to go to 
Ypsilanti. He replied that I could not well take 
it to his room, as I was not known to the people 
of whom he rented. I told him I would arrange 
it otherwise, and he then started for Ypsilanti. 

At about one o’clock I found an expressman, 
and accompanying him to a feed store near by 


177 


bought a flour barrel with the address of a party 
in Hartford, Conn., upon one end - of it. We then 
drove to Mrs. Pitezel’s hotel and had the trunk 
taken to the depot. There, upon the platform, I 
took such worthless articles as Mrs. Pitezel had 
placed in a separate part of the trunk and put 
them in the barrel, and leaving the trunk at the 
depot had the expressman take the barrel to cither 
the United States or American Express Com¬ 
pany’s office, and ship it to Hartford, Conn. At 

about 2 p. m. I went to a livery stable on - 

street, and hiring a horse and buggy drove to 
the house that had been rented and took the two 
girls with me for a drive. I entered the house 
and procured the papers I had previously left 
there. I also left a note instructing Hatch to the 
effect that if he came there from Ypsilanti with 
the other papers, not to bury them. I then drove 
to Hatch’s room and left a small note, and this 
accounts for the note being later found in the 
house where I directed the authorities to search. 

Earlier in the same day Hatch and I visited 
several large stores, and at one obtained a $500 
and two $200 bills, which, together with other 



small bills, making in all $1,000, which sum he 
took to Miss Williams to pay upon what was due 
her on the Fort Worth transaction. Before leav¬ 
ing Detroit, Hatch brought to the depot the new 
shovel wrapped in a paper, and wished to put it 
in the trunk, but upon my remarking that it 
seemed more useless than things I had just taken 
out to make more room, he said he had paid for 
it and did not care to throw it away. 

The next morning my wife and I left Detroit 
for Toronto at io o’clock. Mrs. Pitezel and the 
two children started two hours later. The next 
morning Hatch took the two girls, Alice and 
Nellie, to the train and they made the journey t* 
the same city alone twenty-four hours later, and 
over the same road I had come, while Hatch 
came to Toronto by the way of Buffalo, where he 
stopped to see Miss Williams. 

I reached Toronto early Thursday evening, 
October i 8th, and went at once to the Walker 
House. After taking dinner, I went to the station 
and met Mrs. Pitezel, taking her to a hotel near 
by, and returned to the Walker House for the 
night. Next morning we breakfasted at about 
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8.30. I visited Mrs. Pitezel at her hotel about a 
half hour, and then with my wife visited several 
fur stores, purchasing a fur cape and returned 
with her to the Walker House for the mid-day 
meal. Immediately thereafter w'e went for a long 
country drive, and did not return until about 6 
p. m. I ate dinner and then, as upon the preceding 
evening, went to the station. This time I met 
the two girls, Alice and Nellie, with whom Hatch 
had started from Detroit that morning, as stated. 

Upon their arrival I placed them in an omnibus 
running to the Albion Hotel, in care of the run¬ 
ner for that house, and returning to the Walker 
House had hardly time to prepare for the theatre, 
which I attended that evening with my wife. The 
next morning, after eating a late breakfast,* my 
first occupation upon this day was to go to the 
Hotel Albion and visit the children. I found 
them in their room, greatly interested in watching 
the immense open market across the street. 1 
remained with them until almost, if not quite, 10 
a. m. I then went to the post-office, making a 

♦ At the risk of being tedious, 1 hive cbifcred into a minute description of otirsta)' 
while in Toronto,especially as it applies to Saturday, the tpth, and Thursday, the 
of October, as they seem vital dates in the case. 



few calls at some haberdashers on the way. I 
reached the post-office not later than 10.30, when 

1 met Hatch, in accordance with an arrangement 
made before leaving Detroit. He had visited 
Miss Williams at Buffalo, upon the trip to 
Toronto; and, in answer to my inquiry, stated 
that the boy Howard was well, and that he had 
wanted to come to Toronto with him, but he had 
thought it best for him to wait and accompany 
Miss Williams if she came. 

He then left me, as he stated, to find for him¬ 
self a private room, agreeing to meet me at the 
same place at 2 P. m. 

Now, in this short time between 10.30 A. m. and 

2 p. m., it appears from the testimony recently 
taken in Toronto at an inquest, that a visit was 
made to a real estate agent then in a distant part 
of the city; a call was made upon the owner of 
the house at Vincent street of sufficient length to 
arrange for renting the property, and to enter 
into a detailed description of the family supposed 
to be the future tenants, and become well ac¬ 
quainted with the owner ; then to take possession 
of the house, to call upon a neighbor and make 
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their acqaintancc as well, and, presumably, to eat 
a lunch at some restaurant, and buy a small amount 
of furniture for the house just hired. Add to this 
the almost certain probability that the lessee had 
visited other houses as well, it being hardly 
possible that he could have found a house at once 
so well adapted to the purpose as this seems to 
have been, and there is little time left for other 
work before 2 p. M. of the same day. 

My movements during these same hours were 
as follows: Leaving Hatch at the post-office, I 
went to Mrs. Pitezel’s hotel, fully one mile away, 
stopping upon my way at the telegraph office for 
fully fifteen minutes, while a search was instituted 
in a different part of the building for undelivered 
telegrams. After making a short call at the hotel, 
I returned to the Walker 1 louse, went again to 
the fur store where our purchase of the day 
previous had been made (one of two stores located 
very near each other about two blocks west of 
the post-office and north of K street). Here 
fully one-half hour was taken up in the work done 
there, which included the purchase of two storm 
garments. We then went to King street, made 


several calls at furnishing stores and one large 
dry goods store, and then, after spending some 
time in selecting a good pocket compass, returned 
to the Walker House for lunch; to do which, and 
to write two letters, certainly occupied fully an 
hour, probably more. 

I then went again to the Albion Hotel, stopping 
to buy the children some fruit and toys upon the 
way. At the appointed hour, I went to meet 
Hatch at the post-office. He -was late in keeping 
his appointment, and I made several purcliases in 
that neighborhood, and I think at this time 
selected the material and was measured for a 
suit of clothes at a custom tailor shop, upon the 
west side of Young street, near junction of the 
street leading to the post-office. 

Upon meeting Hatch, I told him I was to be 
absent from the city on Sunday, and asked if he 
could see to the children while I was away, and 
if they wished to go f or a street car ride, he would 
accompany them. This he agreed to do, and after 
making some further plans with him for the follow¬ 
ing week, I went to the Hotel Albion again and 
told the children of the arrangement made for 
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their ride, then went to the furnishing store on 
King street kept by a man named Dickson, I 
think. 

When I found the grade of goods I Itad been 
in search of, and after purchasing some, I returned 
to the Walker House with hardly time left to be 
shaved and go to Mrs, Pitezel’s hotel, to let her 
know I was to be out of the city the next day, 
and to catch the 4 or 4.30 train for Niagara Falls. 

At this time my wife’s trunk and the large 
trunk from Detroit, were both at the Toronto 
Depot, and I asked that they be checked to 
Niagara. I remarked to the baggage agent that 
I had no need to take the large one, save to avoid 
storage. He asked how long I desired to leave 
it there, and I replied that was uncertain, but 
perhaps a week. He asked for a half dollar and 
said that there arc no further charges if it was 
taken away in a week’s time. The trunk never left 
the Toronto Depot during my stay there. Sunday. 
October 21 st, was passed by us at the Falls, re¬ 
turning to Toronto by the way of Hamilton in the 
early evening, at which time I went to the Palmer 
House. 
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During Monday I was busy about the city, re¬ 
turning to my hotel often during the day. Part of 
the time I was with Hatch searching fora suitable 
location in which he and Miss Williams could 
open a respectable massage establishment, if they 
all settled there, which was the real object of the 
Toronto trip, as I have reason to believe. 

During the day he asked me if I would not 
spend Tuesday night with him in and about the 
city. I gave him to understand that I might do 
so. Tuesday morning we met, as had become 
our custom, at the post-office between io and 11 
o’clock. 

I received additional and disquieting messages 
from the West, and by noon time we had made 
up our minds that the conditions favorable to the 
business we had hoped to find did not exist in 
Toronto, and had decided to go to England in¬ 
stead. Hatch particularly favored this plan, as 
they had had a prosperous business there during 
the foregoing year, and he at once wrote Miss 
Williams to that effect, and for her to meet the 
two girls at Niagara at as early a day as possible, 
which she was to appoint by letter. 
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She was to take the three children to London, 
while Mrs. Pitezel took the others there a little 
later on, or as soon as we could become settled 
again. 

When Hatch again urged me to stay with him 
during the night, I finally told him that since my 
terrible experience of the year before, which the 
indirect results of my loose living had been Nan¬ 
nie Williams’ death, and more particularly since 
my marriage, I had endeavored to live a clean life, 
and thought best not to deviate i n this instance. 
1 returned to the Palmer House not later than 
4,30 p. m. Later, in thinking the matter over, I 
thought, inasmuch as he had helped me so much 
during the preceding weeks, it seemed like ill- 
treatment towards him, and decided that if he 
brought the matter u p next day I would spend a 
part of the evening with him. 

Acting upon this decision, I told my wife next 
morning, Wednesday, that I might not return 
until late, but later in the day I reconsidered my 
former plan and returned to the Palmer House 
at about 2.30 r. m., and my wife being absent and 
the room locked at the time, I threw some flowers 
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I had just bought into the room through the open 
transom, my wife finding them upon her return a 
short time later. 

During the day I had been buying a quantity 
of small articles to send to my relatives in New 
1 lampshire, and had gotten them together tem¬ 
porarily at the furnishing store previously men¬ 
tioned. At noon time I had eaten lunch with the 
children and in the afternoon Hatch had taken 
them for a drive. In the evening I accompanied 
my wife to the theatre, enjoying myself far more 
than the case would be had I been going about 
the city together with Hatch and a guilty con¬ 
science. 

On Thursday, October 24th, the day when it is 
reasonable to suppose the two girls were killed, 1 
was busy about the city during the forenoon. 
The girls came to the post-office at about 10.30, 
and either went with Hatch for a drive or a street¬ 
car ride, they having been in Hatch's care more 
than with me while in Toronto, for the reason 
that their hotel was so distant it encroached upon 
my time to ride to visit both them and Mrs. Pite- 
zel and do what Avork I wished. That morning 
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we heard that Miss Williams would meet the girls 
at Niagara upon the arrival of the afternoon 
train. They ate lunch with me between i and 2 
o’clock, Hatch being elsewhere at the time. The 
girls returned to their hotel afterwards for a few 
minutes to change part of their attire f or some 
that was warmer, which I had bought for them 
in anticipation of their sea voyage. Later they 
joined me again and I bought them a number of 
presents. I also bought Miss Williams a small 
brooch, which I gave to Alice, together with a 
note, which she was to deliver personally to Miss 
Williams. 

My object in sending it in this way was 
that Hatch knew of our former relations, and I 
had avoitled sending by him as he then claimed 
she was his wife. About half an hour before 
train time, which I think was 4.30 r. m., we were 
upon Young street. I sent the girls to a restau¬ 
rant or bakery near by to get some lunch pre¬ 
pared to take with them upon the train, instructing 
them to then come to a large store which I pointed 
out to them, where I would await their arrival. I 
then entered this store and bought some small 
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articles lor the children, having in my hands at 
the time some underwear I had previously pur¬ 
chased to send to Howard, the boy, when I heard 
a familiar voice, and turning, saw Mrs. Pitezel 
and the other two children. 

I quote from her recent statement, made in 
Toronto, as to what took place between us then, 
and state that it could only have been on this day, 
forwhilc there I asked her if she could get ready 
to leave Toronto that evening :— 

“ I am convinced that my two children were 
right here in Toronto while I was here,” said Mrs. 
Pitezel. "One day while I was shopping in a 
large store here, I suddenly saw Holmes. He 
said you wait here a little while until I return. I 
believe my children were right there in that store 
at the time, and Holmes took them out some 
other way so I should not sec them.” 

Asa matter of fact, they were at the bakery 
before spoken of, and I can only wish now that 
they had been with me, and met their mother, 
though at the time I should have considered it an 
unfortunate circumstance for the same reasons 
that obtained in Detroit. 
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I at once left the store and took the children to 
the depot, where Hatch met me with some 
bundles of goods he had bought. I took the chil¬ 
dren to the ladies’ waiting room and giving Alice 
$400, directed her to go into the private waiting 
room and fasten it securely within her dress, and 
later give it to Miss Williams. I also gave each 
of the girls a small amount of spending money. 1 
I wrote a telegram, directing it to myself at the 
hotel opposite the Palmer House, for Alice to 
send me early next morning from Niagara, if any¬ 
thing happened to prevent Miss Williams meeting 
them as had been agreed upon. 

I also gave them explicit directions as to where 
to stay, and told them that I would surely go to 
them at once if any trouble arose. I then asked 
if they were afraid to go alone. Alice answered, 
“Oh, no; I wish you or Mr. Hatch were going 
along, though.” The train came so quickly that 
I had little time to bid them good-bye, and there¬ 
fore got upon the train and accompanied them 
perhaps a mile to a station where the train 
slowed up ; Hatch going still farther, at his sug¬ 
gestion, to see that the conductor took their 


tickets and agreed to transfer them at Hamilton 
to the right train. 

I sat in the seat with Nellie during this time. 
Alice being in the seat in front. They spoke of 
their prospective voyage, gave me messages for 
their mother and the baby, and asked how long it 
would be before wc all came to London. I told 
them to help Miss Williams all they could, and 
especially cautioned Nellie about quarreling with 
Howard, which she was apt to do when they were 
together, finally telling them that upon my arrival 
there the three who had not quarreled would re¬ 
ceive a present of considerable value. 

My opportunity to leave the train having now 
arrived, I hastily bade them good-bye, and started 
to leave the car. Little N cllie followed me to the 
door, and said, “ Don’t forget about baby,” and 
reaching up kissed me good-bye, and ran back to 
the seat again. With all truthfulness, I most 
earnestly state that under the circumstances, and 
at this time, about 4.30 Thursday, October 
25th, I last saw these children. 

I immediately returned to the Palmer House, 
telling my wife wc should leave the city next 
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morning, and said to her that if she had anymore 
purchases to make, she should attend to it at 
once, as certain of the stores closed early. For 
the next hour I was busy collecting my various 
purchases about the city, and taking them to the 
depot to place in the large trunk, and at not later 
than 6.30 Hatch was again at the depot, and 
stated that the conductor had taken the children 
in charge bciore he left the train. He then left 
me, agreeing to meet me early next morning at 
the hotel to learn if the children arrived all right. 
I then returned at once to the Palmer House and 
ate dinner. 

Without delay I went to Mrs, Pitczel’s hotel, 
and assisted her in packing her trunk and 
having it taken to the train before 8 o’clock, the 
larger trunk going upon the same train; but Mrs. 
Pitczel and Dessie remarked to me later that they 
saw that trunk upon their arrival at Prescott early 
next morning, and a day later the Custom’s officer 
at Ogdensburg, during his inspection, came across 
the shovel Hatch had insisted in placing in it at 
Detroit, remarking that he did not know but that 
it was dutiable on account of being new. 
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If this trunk had been at the Vincent street 
house there would have been no necessity of one’s 
going to the neighbors to borrow a spade with 
which t* conceal the evidence the terrible 
crime committed there. I returned to the Palmer 
House before Mrs. Pitezcl had started—not later 
than 8.15 f. M.— and during the evening aided my 
wife in her preparations for the next day’s journey; 
and only left the hotel before taking the train next 
morning at 8 o'clock, for about two minutes, to step 
across the street and ascertain if the girls had 
met Miss Williams, as was reasonable to suppose 
as no telegram was there. Hatch was waiting f*r 
me at the hotel, and said he should wait one or 
two days in Toronto to get his mail and to buy 
some dutiable goods to take across the border. 

I did no smuggling while upon this trip, nor 
was I even absent from my hotel any evening or 
night, save when accompanied by iny wife to some 
place of amusement; nor did I ever leave my hotel 
before 8.30 a. m., save upon this last morning. 

Thus it will be seen that this is not an unim¬ 
portant statement, for according to a witness 
named Rodgers, if his testimony at the inquest 
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at Toronto is correctly reported, he saw the two 
children at i r. m., Thursday, and that early next 
morning a spade that had been previously bor¬ 
rowed had been returned to him. 

In an informal talk upon this subject, Mr, 
Rodgers has several times stated that this oc¬ 
curred quite early before working hours. 

The hackneyed expression that “a spade is a 
spade ” may be true, but I feel that it but poorly 
expresses the full value and significance of this 
particular article. Again, Mr. Rogers states that 
“ Some time—in one published account some days 
later—the keys were left with me ; I fully believe 
that the children met their death and were buried 
during the night, Thursday, October 25th; the 
spade returned before 8 o’clock—for Hatch was 
at that time at the hotel—that during the day their 
clothes were slowly burned”—and this, while I 
was journeying towards Prescott, Canada, a rail¬ 
road trip of about eight hours, and where I 
registered at the Imperial Hotel not later than 
4,30 P. M. that day. 

It may be asked how at this late date I can 
fully remember what occurred upon one certain 
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Saturday, nearly a year previous to the writing of 
these pages, to distinguish it from the preceding 
day or any other day that is less important? 
Upon first hearing of the children’s death, I was 
no more in a position to be positive in regard to 
this particular day than any other, until after 
thinking of the matter for hours and days to¬ 
gether, as I believe only a man can force himself 
to think when he feels that perhaps his life depends 
upon such exertion, I arranged the facts in my 
mind in something like the following order:— 
Being first sure, from some written memoranda, 
that 1 arrived in Toronto upon Thursday, Octo¬ 
ber 18th, upon the next day, which was Friday, 
I was sure that no purchases had been made, save 
die fur garment referred to, because this took up 
the entire morning, and our ride occurred the 
same day, which fact was firmly impressed upon 
my mind by remembering that the livery convey¬ 
ance came to the Walker House. This could 
not have occurred on any other day, as next after¬ 
noon we were going t* Niagara, and at all later 
dates we were at the Palmer House. I also re¬ 
member that the second purchases at the fur store, 
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that of the storm coats, were made upon the day 
following our previous purchase ; this being fur¬ 
ther strengthened and impressed upon my mind 
by remembering that upon my return from 
Niagara the day following these purchases, a delay 
had occurred of several hours at Hamilton. The 
weather being such as to require it, I went to the 
baggage car, and after considerable conversation 
with the baggage man, was allowed to open *ur 
trunk for this garment. 

This date brought to my mind that the c*mpass 
had been used while at Niagara, showing that that, 
too, was bought upon the day previous. This in 
its turn made me think that the purchase of the 
compass had occurred while passing from one 
furnishing store to another, looking for die spe¬ 
cial grade of underwear I wished, and which was 
bought later in the day, showing me clearly that 
at least a dozen other calls had been made at 
different other establishments for a like purpose, 
and which must of necessity have occurred prior 
to the purchase which ended my search. 

My suit of clothes was promised to be delivered 
to me upon the following Tuesday, if possible, 
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and upon Wednesday at the latest, 'and I was 
required to call once in the meantime to have 
them fitted. If instead of Saturday I had been 
measured Monday, and told to call the next day 
to befitted, they could not have been promised 
to me upon Tuesday, and so on in regard to the 
other visits made after this day, until I became so 
thoroughly convinced that I have not yet verified 
them by tracing the several stores, not knowing 
their names; but I fully believe that the order 
books and delivery slips of at least three respon¬ 
sible establishments will show that I must have 
been transacting business in their stores at the 
very hours when it had been sworn I was in re¬ 
mote parts of the city paying friendly visits to 
the owner and neighbor of the Vincent street 
house. 

From there the remainder of my journey was 
by private conveyance, hired for that purpose, 
and through a blinding snow storm. My pen 
cannot adequately portray the meeting with my 
aged parents, nor, were it possible, would I allow 
it to do so for publication. Suffice it to say that 
I came to them as one from the dead, they for 


years having considered me as such, until I had 
written them a few days before. 

That after embracing them, as I looked into 
their dear faces once more, my eyes grew dim 
with the tears kindly sent to shut out for the mo¬ 
ment the signs of added years I knew my uncalled- 
for silence of the past seven years had done much 
to unnecessarily increase. 

For the next two days I tried to fuel that I was 
a boy again, and when I could go away by my¬ 
self for a f ew minutes, I would wander from room 
to room, taking up or passing my hands lovingly 
over each familiar object, opening each cup¬ 
board and drawer with the same freedom I w#uld 
have used twenty years before. 

Here I f ound some letters written to my mother 
when I was a boy, and later as a young man; 
then as a physician, giving her careful directions 
regarding her health ; then the letter written the 
day before my supposed death, all bearing evi¬ 
dence of the many times she had sorrowfully read 
them. There also I found toys that years before 
had seemed so precious to me, and old garments 
carefully laid away, principally those which I had 
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worn, and which I felt sure mother had purposely 
caused to be placed separately, thinking me dead, 
for if such had been the case it would have been 
the first death in our family. 

And, moreover, I had always been looked upon 
by the others as “mother’s boy.” When I went 
to the room where, times without number, I had 
been given such faithful teachings, and prayed with 
so earnestly, and had I been the earnest Christian 
my mother had then entreated me to become, I 
could have prayed for guidance beside the same 
dear old chair in which she had so often sat with 
me. I could not stay here, I felt it was too sacred 
a place to be entered now, and with tears in my 
eyes, that come again as I write, I reluctantly 
closed the door and went away. 

Later, I visited what had been my own room, 
finding it much as I had left it twenty years be¬ 
fore. Many of my old school books were here, but 
my most precious though worthless possessions 
I had carefully placed elsewhere; and now I took 
them, dust laden, from their places of conceal¬ 
ment. First, a complicated contrivance that when 
finished was to have solved the problem of 
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perpetual motion, then a piece of a wind-mill so 
arranged as to make a noise when in operation 
sufficient to scare the crows from the corn field; 
going further I came to some small boxes con¬ 
taining almost everything from a tooth, the first I 
remember of having extracted, to a small bunch 
of very tenderly-worded notes and a picture of 
my little twelve-year-old sweetheart. These ex¬ 
periences were repeated next day when I drove 
to the old farm my grandfather had owned during 
his life-time. Here mother had lived as a child, a 
girl, and a young woman, and accompanying me 
she no doubt saw many things as dear to her. 
I, too, had lived here f ar a time, and could not leave 
the place until I had found my “marks” denoting 
my height at various times—the first of which 
was less than three feet. I also explored the 
yards and barns. Here many changes had taken 
place ; even my initials that had been deeply cut 
in one of the large elm trees that grow so slowly 
had become obliterated. This touched me deeply, 
seeming so much i n keeping with what had in 
reality occurred to the name itself; and feeling 
that I must find one unchanging remembrance, I 
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went to a huge boulder upon a hill near by, hav¬ 
ing to cross the brook with much difficulty that 
in earlier years had off ered no impediment to the 
progress of my unclad feet. 

Reaching the rock I raised my voice, uttering 
the same words I had used as a child, and listened 
for the echoing answ r cr. It did not come ; it, too, 
was dead, owing, no d*ubt, to the woods upon 
the surrounding hills having disappeared mean¬ 
time. Returning I found my brother had come 
in answer to my request that he should visit me. 
He was accompanied by several sturdy boys 
whom I had never seen, and in whose faces I 
could see my brother and myself of years ago ; but 
when, in conversation, they spoke to and of their 
father as “Arthur,” his given name, I could but 
wonder if he thought *f what would have been 
our portion had we ever addressed our parents in 
like manner. The day before I came away father 
told me of what disposition be had made, when 
he thought me dead, *f the p*rti*n *f his prop¬ 
erty that would have belonged to me if I had 
lived, and told me that he would rearrange it. 
This I begged him not to do, and a good occasion 
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having thus been brought about, I had him bring 
from his trunk of private papers the several 
promissory notes that he had guaranteed for me 
years previous, and later had paid, and after 
adding the interest, I insisted upon his taking the 
money so represented. The next day, after a 
leave-taking nearly as pathetic and hard to bear 
as my meeting had been, I left them. I have seen 
neither of them since, nor do I ever expect to do 
so. Each prison mail delivery I receive with 
trembling hands, expecting it to be an announce¬ 
ment of their death, caused by this great sorrow 
and shame so cruelly forced upon them. 

The morning following my return to Burling¬ 
ton I visited the post-office and received my mail. 
It had been handed to me and I had stepped to a 
small desk to open some of it when, glancing 
toward the delivery window, I saw what seemed 
to me to be the entire office force staring with all 
wonder at me. I knew instantly that I was in 
danger, and this was made more sure to me by 
the manner in which they at once sought to dispel 
this f eeling by dispersing from the window. I at 
once resumed my reading, for I felt that it would 
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be hazardous to have them know I was aware of 
their acts. As soon as I could do so safely I 
went to Mrs. Pitczel’s house and told her I 
had been hastily called to Boston and New 
York ; that she should remain in Burlington until 
1 should return or send for her prior to her going 
to the children. At this time (when I knew that 
momentarily there was a possibility of officers 
coming to the house for me) she reminded me 
that the supply of coal was nearly exhausted and, 
not wishing to go upon the street to order more, 

I accompanied her to the basement and, after re¬ 
moving some of the decayed boards from the 
floor of the coal bin, I shoveled together a con¬ 
siderable quantity of coal that had accumulated 
there It was this circumstance that later, when 
she was suffering so acutely in Toronto,.she dis¬ 
torted into the statement that she believed I was 
then preparing to take her life. The dispatches 
I had received in my Burlington mail left no doubt 
in my mind that detectives were following my 
movements, although I could not determine then 
how they had undermined iiiy apparently safe 
plans. Later I found that, by making absolutely 
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erroneous statements to the Post-Office Depart¬ 
ment at Washington, they had been given the 
right to examine all of a certain line of mail mat¬ 
ter, thus accomplishing their purpose. 

Having made these arrangements with Mrs. 
Pitezel, I left Burlington Tuesday morning, No¬ 
vember 13th, and reached Boston the same even¬ 
ing at the Adams House, The next day I se¬ 
cured some rooms in a quiet street lor my wife 
and myself, and proceeded at once to arrange fur 
Mrs. Pitezel’s departure for Europe. But that 
evening while writing some letters at the Parker 
House, a careless shadower, in his earnestness to 
learn their address, allowed me to know that I was 
being watched. As in Burlington, I tried not to 
have it known that I had observed it, but from 
that moment I knew I was in their hands. After 
leaving the hotel and entering several crowded 
stores to ascertain the number and vigilance of 
my followers, I adopted the only feasible plan I 
considered was left open to me. I wrote Mrs. 
Pitezel a letter, asking her to meet me upon a 
certain day at Lowell, Mass., intending to sec her 
and instruct her as to taking the trip alone. After 
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throwing off my followers, I sent this letter to 
Burlington by express, including tickets and full 
directions for their journey, I then returned to 
my rooms, intending to tell my wife of my threat¬ 
ened trouble and the causes that had led up to it. 
I could not do it. 

We had been married less than a year, and 
during that time I had endeavored to shield her 
from all annoying influences, and to cause her 
such great unhappiness now, until 1 absolutely 
knew it was upon me, was impossible. The next 
day I was continually shadowed, and finally re¬ 
turned to my room, and while my wife was ab¬ 
sent made a small opening in the now famous 
trunk.* 

I then went to a relative, living in a suburb, in¬ 
tending to ask him to aid me in making my 
escape, by means of the trunk, if absolutely neces¬ 
sary. Here again my courage failed me, when I 
had visited him, lest it should involve him in some 
difficulty, and 1 returned to my room resolved to 
meet whatever was in store for me. 

* The each* tised later to replace ifve portion removed 'were taken from the carpet in 
:hfcr*o*j, and have been compared with these stilJ there to make goed my statemectf 
lhat here was where the mutilation of the trunk ocuUxrcd, 
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Saturday r. m., November 17 th, I left the house 
intending to send two letters, if possible. I had 
proceeded hardly a block when I was surrounded 
by four greatly excited men, two of whom said, 
“We want you, you arc under arrest, and it will 
be useless f*r you to try to escape, as there are 
four of us.” I said, ' 1 1 shall make no effort t* 
escape.” We were near the police headquarters, 
where I was at once taken into Inspector Watts’ 
private office. I knew that no time would be lost 
in sending to my room to search my belongings, 
and I therefore asked that my wife be called to 
me, preferring to tell her myself of what was in 
store f or her. The request was granted, and in a 
few minutes she was ushered into the room. 

Of this scene I also cannot write. No one was 
present save Inspector Walts, and I can never 
forget or fail to appreciate his efforts to make it 
as easy for her—for us both, for that matter—as 
was possible. Before she had left me I told her 
what had brought about my arrest and also iny 
right name. Only true-hearted, loving wives, wh» 
have been made to suffer in the same way, can 
know what the blow meant to her. They also 
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alone can understand her feelings expressed to 
me in a letter months afterwards, from which, 
sacred though it is to me, I quote these words, 
“Our idols once shattered, though cherishing the 
broken fragments as best we may, can never be 
the same.” After she had returned to our rooms 
I had a long conversation with Inspector Watts, 
a representative of the Insurance Company and a 
Pinkerton detective. I found I had been arrested 
upon the charge of stealing horses in Texas; that 
I was to be held upon this charge until requisition 
and other papers could be obtained f rom Penn¬ 
sylvania in order to have me tried in that State 
upon the charge of conspiring to defraud the 
Insurance Company in Philadelphia. I at once 
waived the necessity of requisition papers, and 
told them I was ready to go with them. 

I was then closely questioned regarding the 
whereabouts of the Pitezel family, and knowing 
that Mrs. Pitezel would in a few days be in 
Lowell with no one to plan and care fi*r her, and 
fearing lest she should see an account of my 
arrest and become alarmed thereby, I thought it 
best to tell them where she was, asking them to 


meet her upon her arrival. They thought it best 
to go to Burlington, and it was there arranged 
that they should escort her to Boston, but it was 
agreed not to place her under arrest. I told them 
that Pitezel and the other children were in the 
South, not wishing to deviate from Mrs. Pitezel’s 
understanding of his condition until I could see 
her. In my interview with Mr. Perry, the com¬ 
pany’s representative, it was agreed that in con¬ 
sideration of my aiding them in clearing up the 
case, that I could depend upon the company’s in¬ 
fluence and aid in selecting a suitable location f#r 
a home for my wife in Philadelphia. That my 
name, then only known to a few persons, should 
be withheld, allowing me to appear before the 
public as H. H. Holmes, thus shielding my rela¬ 
tives from disgrace. That I should, upon reach¬ 
ing Philadelphia, see and talk with Mrs. Pitezel, 
and plan for her future, and that my wife should 
visit me upon my arrival there. No one of these 
promises was kept -save to obtain a boarding 
place for my wife, and that principally that they 
could use their best endeavors to so prejudice her 
against me that she would not care to visit me. 
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Upon the following Monday evening I started 
for Philadelphia in company with Detective Craw¬ 
ford, being chained to him, in fact. Upon this 
trip my wife came into the car in which I was 
traveling to visit me for a few minutes, and while 
there saw Mrs. Pitezel and her two children for 
the first time in her life—they being then in the 
same car. Nor had she even known of the exist¬ 
ence of such a family until my arrest in Boston. 
She had known of Pitezel in Fort Worth as a man 
working for me by the name of Lyman. 

Upon reaching Philadelphia 1 was placed in a 
darkened cell in the City Hall, and here, figura¬ 
tively speaking, the thumb screws were applied. 
I was not allowed to sec or hear f rom my wife, 
save that she was seriously ill. Mrs, Pitezel and 
the two children I knew were in the same place 
of confinement, but only by hearing their voices 
or the cries of the child, as I was not allowed to 
speak to them. After a time I was taken to the 
photograph department and weighed and meas¬ 
ured, a process which has been too often de¬ 
scribed Idr publication to be of interest, save to 
say that so scientifically is it done that a person 
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once placed under the ban in this way has little 
chance of ever escaping recognition. Later my pho¬ 
tograph was also taken with what must have been 
a magical camera, judging from the thousand and 
one different reproductions from time to time ap¬ 
pearing in print. Returning to my cell, Superin¬ 
tendent Linden visited me and advised me to see 
no attorney, and wishing to retain his good-will, 
if possible, I for a time gave heed to this. He 
also urged me strongly to tell him Pitezefs exact 
location. Upon Friday, October 23d, I was com¬ 
mitted to prison upon the conspiracy charge, but 
before I went I made a detailed statement of our 
attorney's connection with the case, for I had 
f#und that he had been the cause of my trouble, 
and was then standing back, as he had said he 
should do, relying upon his reputation as a mem¬ 
ber of an influential firm of lawyers, to escape 
trouble himself. What followed during the next 
weary months of my life I feel that I can best ex¬ 
press by copying from my prison diary, kept 
during this time, which now lies before me. I 
give such portions as relate more particularly to 
my case, stating first, however, that during all my 
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life I had always been active and had taken much 
out-of-door exercise, find that on this account, to¬ 
gether with worrying about my wife’s safety, and 
financial affairs, it seemed for a time after 
my imprisonment commenced that I should die 
from the effect thereof. 

MOYAMENSING PRISON J1IARV. 

Saturday Evening, November 24, (894.—A 
week ago to-day I was placed under arrest in 
Boston, and after a preliminary hearing was 
brought here to Philadelphia, where I was con¬ 
fined at City Hall police headquarters. Yester¬ 
day p. m. I was placed in a crowded conveyance 
filled with a filthy lot of humanity, and after what 
seemed to me an endless drive reached the county 
prison, located atTenth and Reed streets, which is 
known as Moyamensing, I was assigned to a 
thoroughly clean, whitewashed room, alxrnt 9x14 
feet in size, lighted by one very narrow grated 
window. The entrance to the room is closed by 
a small latticed iron door, beyond which is still 
another solid door of wood, which, when closed, 
excludes nearly all sound, and thus renders the 
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room practically a place of solitary confinement. 
A register furnishes furnace heat, and one sixteen 
candle power electric burner gives light during 
a part of the evening, it being turned off promptly 
at 9 p. m. The superintendent of the prison 
came to my door for a few moments this morning, 
and spoke to me of some of the prison rules and 
regulations. My attorney, Mr. Shoemaker, also 
called on me, also assured me that my wife should 
see me on Monday, and that she was no longer 
seriously ill, to hear which makes my heavy load 
seem lighter. I have now had three meals served 
to me since coming here, and can judge some¬ 
thing of what my food will be if I have to stay 
here any length of time. For breakfast a plenti¬ 
ful supply of plain coffee and a quantity of coarse 
white bread ; at the noon hour a small pail well 
filled with soup, thickened with barley and a few 
beans, and containing a large piece of beef; at 
5 r. M. I was agreeably surprised at receiving a 
liberal quantity of cocoa, made, I judge, from 
cocoa shells—a most healthful drink lor one in 
such close confinement. This was accompanied 
by another piece of bread, which completed the 
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day's rations. One thing is certain, even if not 
a great variety, the quantity is sufficient, and is 
cleanly cooked and served. 

Sunday, November 25, 1894.—A long, still day, 
doubly hard to bear, inasmuch as since my mar¬ 
riage it has, owing to our long talks, reading 
and driving, grown to be a day of delight to me. 
At 3 p. m. the outer door to my room was opened 
about four inches in order to admit the sound of 
the religious services held at that hour and last¬ 
ing until 4 o’clock, which consists principally of 
singing, some of which is quite good. 

November 26, 1894.—My wife came to see me 
at f .30 this morning. I had not been allowed to 
see her since my arrival in Philadelphia, and it 
required all the courage I could command to go 
to her under such humiliating circumstances. Our 
meeting took place in the presence of one of the 
prison officials. She has suffered, and though 
she tried heroically to keep me from seeing it, it 
was of no avail ; and in a few minutes to again 
bid her good-bye and know she was goingoutinto 
the world with so heavy a load to bear, caused 
me more suffering than any death struggles 
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can ever Jo. Each Jay until I know she is 
safe from harm anJ annoyance will be a living 
Jeath to me. I am promiseJ that for the present 
she shall visit me two times a week, each week, 
not to exceeJ fifteen minutes in Juration. If she 
can bear the humiliation of coming here it will be 
a GoJsenJ to me, but I shall not urge her to do 
so against her will. 

TuesJay, November 27, 1894.—My attorney 
calleJ to sec me to-Jay. He only is allowed to 
visit my room anJ converse with me alone. #ur 
time was principally occupieJ in planning to fur¬ 
nish bail for Mrs. Pitezel, who must be set at lib¬ 
erty at all hazarJs. I am thrcateneJ with arrest 
upon the charge of murJer, if I give bail myself, 
which is only another form of saying that I must 
stay here until it is their pleasure to call my case 
for trial; for if chargcJ with murJer, bail would 
not be accepteJ. HaJ letters sent to Miss 
Williams. The other two chilJren are here in 
PhilaJelphia, anJ I am assureJ are well careJ for. 
Was agreeably surpriseJ to-Jay to finJ that un- 
sentenceJ prisoners are alloweJ to receive eat¬ 
ables, at their own expense, from outsiJe the 
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prison, and I shall make arrangements to have 
this brought about. I also can have all newspa¬ 
pers and periodicals I wish. Money here in the 
prison, aside from these uses, is absolutely with¬ 
out value. 

November 30, JS94. —My wife came, looking 
brighter and stronger. This time a seat was 
given her outside my door, though a keeper was 
present during the entire interview'. I can see 
only too plainly what an effort it is for her to 
come into this terrible place, for she secs more of 
the prison in passing in and out than I do myself, 
and to one of her sensitive nature it is a most 
trying experience. Was instructed to-day that, 
after I have completed several important business 
letters I am writing, I must restrict all of my 
correspondence to one letter a week. All mail 
is inspected in the prison office. 1 think my 
weight is tw'cnty pounds less than at time of my 
arrest; but I am getting more used to my un¬ 
natural surroundings and to my bed of straw’, 
and am sleeping better. The great humiliation 
of feeling that I am a prisoner is killing me far 
more than any other discomforts I have to endure. 


I notice quite a clifferencc, however, between my 
wooden stool and a comfortable office or rocking- 
chair, but still feel that I have much to be thank- 
fid for, as thus far I have been allowed to wear 
my own clothing and to keep my watch and other 
small belongings. The escape from wearing the 
convict garb I greatly appreciate. 

December 3, 1894.—I have commenced to write 
a careful and truthful account of all matters per¬ 
taining to my case, including the fact that Pitezel 
is dead and that the children are with Miss Wil¬ 
liams, and as soon as I have completed it I shall 
ask my attorney to place it in the hands of the 
authorities that they may verify what I have 
written. 

I feel that I could very easily have carried 
out the statements I made relative to his bein? 
aiive and the substitution of a body if there was 
anything to be gained by it, but Mrs. Pitezel, at 
all events, should know of it before the children 
return, lest the question arise as to where he was, 
and give occasion for the prosecution to feel that 
other motives than this had caused me to conceal 
the true state of affairs. 


217 


December 25, 1894—Christmas. I shall re¬ 

ceive no presents, and caused only a few flowers 

to be sent to- , as I feel that any reminder 

of a year ago to-day would make it harder for 
her to bear. Nor will I trust myself to write at 
length to-night. I did not have a dinner sent in 
to-day. To-morrow will also be another sad an¬ 
niversary, and a day hard to bear. 

January 1, 1895.—The New Year. I have been 
busy nearly all day in prison formulating a 
methodical plan f*r my daily life while in prison, 
to which I shall hereafter rigidly adhere, for the 
terrible solitude of these dark winter days will 
otherwise soon break me down. I shall rise at 
6.30, and after taking my usual sponge bath shall 
clean my room and arrange it for the day. My 
meal hours shall be 7.30 a. m., 12, and 5 and 9 
r. M. I shall eat no more meat of any kind 
while I am so closely confined. Until jo a. m, 
all the time not otherwise disposed of shall be 
devoted to exercise and reading the morning 
papers. From 10 to 12 and 2 to 4, six days in 
die week, I shall confine myself to my old medi¬ 
cal works and other college studies, including 



Stenography, French and German, the balance of 
my day shall be taken up with reading the period¬ 
icals and library books with which-- keeps 

me well supplied. I shall retire at 9 s. M. and 
shall as soon as possible force myself into the 
habit of sleeping throughout the entire night, 
Received a most kind and tender letter from my 
wife, filled with encouraging words. But each 
day seems to make it harder to bear. 

January 9th.—We have abandoned for the time 
being all hopes of procuring Mrs, Pitezel her 
liberty. The insurance company, misconstruing 
our motives, are determined to keep her under 
their control. Efforts are being made to keep me 
from making satisfactory settlements of my busi¬ 
ness matters, as well as trying to induce my wife 
to abandon me. Came across these two lines 
in my reading to-day:— 

“ I only know the sky has kst its blue. 

The days arc weary and the night is drear.’ T 

They so thoroughly described my own condi¬ 
tion that I cannot refrain from copying them to¬ 
night. 



January 25th.—Had a long, quiet talk with my 
wife at City Hall to-day, where I had been taken 
to be interviewed by the authorities. I feel better 
and stronger to-night than i'or many days. Caused 
advertisement to be sent to Miss Williams, and 
also sent out a large number of business let¬ 
ters, there being no restriction against doing so 
while there. 

In February Mr. Shoemaker started West and 
South to settle up my business matters f*r me ; 
I expect him to be absent fully two weeks. Owing 
to the interference of the insurance company, prop¬ 
erty that I would have refused $50,000 lor three 
months ago, some of which I would not have sold 
at all, will have to be sacrificed, so that not more 
than one-half that sum will be realized for it. 

March rst.—Commenced to-day to arrange lor 
my trial. Mr. S. P. Rotan is to act with Mr. 
Shoemaker as associate counsel. Thus far I have 
devoted but little time to this work, but shall now 
give my 10 to ; 2 study hour to it each day. 

March ] ith.—Read Trilby, and was much 
pleased with parts of it. My wife also brought 
me some very nice flowers, speaking so strongly 
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to me of our former life that I have had to put 
them from my sight. 

March 23d.—The days are fast lengthening; 
the sun shone into my room for a few minutes 
to-day for the first time since I came here. 

May 16th.—My birthday. Am 34 years old. I 
wonder if as in former years, mother will write 
me. Was at the City Hall and pleaded with the 
Assistant District Attorney again that my present 
case be abandoned and that I be at once tried 
upon the charge of killing Pitezel, as I feel that I 
cannot too soon have this matter settled, inas¬ 
much as they so boldly accuse me of it. This they 
flatly refused to do, saying I only wished to avoid 
serving a sentence upon the minor charge. Then 
the only satisfaction I could obtain when I urged 
that the conspiracy charge be tried at once in 
order that Mrs. Pitezel may be set at liberty was, 
“Don’t you worry yourself about Mrs. Pitezel; 
we will care for her and will also give you all you 
want to do before we are through with you. Have 
retained Mr. R. O. Moon as special counsel. 

May 21 st.—My case was called in Court to¬ 
day, and I entered a formal plea of “ not guilty.” 
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The trial was postponed until a later date. On 
Monday, May 27th, my case was called for trial. 
I went to the City Hall, where the Court was 
held, in the same kind of conveyance that had 
brought me here over six months before, and was 
conducted by two officers into the Court room, 
and placed in a small enclosure in the centre of 
the room. After a little delay, the Court was 
called to order, Judge Hare presiding. Little 
time was lost in securing a jury, as those first 
called, almost without exception, appeared to be 
both intelligent and honest. After administering 
the oaths, the District Attorney arose and ad¬ 
dressed the Court. Theretofore I had not looked 
upon my case as serious, for after I had placed 
before the authorities my written statement, some 
months earlier, stating that I'itczel was actually 
dead, some of the prosecution and the insurance 
company had openly stated that they believed it 
to be true, and knowing myself that his death 
had actually occurred, it left little, save the charge 
of conspiracy, to be disposed of; but when the 
prosecution drew into the case matters altogether 
foreign to the conspiracy charges, I felt that it 


could not help but influence the jury. The authori¬ 
ties had also brought Mrs. Pitezel into Court, 
and had seated her in a prominent portion of the 
room, and later, while giving his testimony, one 
of the witnesses led the Court to understand that 
with a knife I had proceeded, in a cold-blooded 
manner, to mutilate the body of Pitezel at the 
time of examination for the purpose of identifi¬ 
cation. I saw that the prosecution were determined 
to magnify and dilate each point that could be 
turned in their favor. 

During the afternoon session I learned that a 
subpoena had been issued requiring my wife to 
appear in Court, contrary to a distinct arrange¬ 
ment that I had previously made with the insur¬ 
ance company that she should not be used as a 
witness or annoyed in regard to the case, and I 
felt that I would rather serve a longer term of 
imprisonment than thus humiliate her. At the 
close of the Court for the day I learned that the 
prosecution were prepared to place upon the wit¬ 
ness stand the doctors before referred to, who had 
seen the body at Callowhill street, both of whom 
would swear the body found there could not have 
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been Pitezel, a matter I could not disprove, and 
that evening, after considering all the proceedings 
of the day, 1 resolved to ask my counsel to allow 
me to change my plea, relying upon them to show 
the Court when 1 should, at a later date, he 
brought before the Judge to be sentenced, that 
while there had existed an agreement to perpe¬ 
trate a fraud under certain circumstances, there was 
no active conspiracy at the time when Pitezel’s 
death had occurred, and that the death being 
genuine, the insurance company had not been de¬ 
frauded. This, together with the fact that I should 
save at least a week's valuable time to the Court 
by ending my trial as I did, I hoped would cause 
the Judge to reduce my sentence to one-half the 
fullest extent, thus allowing me to go to Texas in 
October, 1895, which wotdd be in season to at¬ 
tend to my business matters there before they 
would seriously suffer from the delay. Before 
leaving the Court the Judge stated that I should 
be allowed the six months 1 had already been in 
prison, which I could not but appreciate, as it was 
wholly discretionary with him. Later during the 
clay I was called before the District Attorney, in 
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his private office, and there made a statement as 
to the probable whereabouts of the children, tell¬ 
ing them as truthfully as I knew all the (acts I 
could think of that would aid them in the search, 
and later gave them the cipher I had formerly 
used in communicating with Miss Williams. I 
then returned to my prison room at Moyamen- 
sing. 

Upon the 18th of June I was taken to the Court 
House as a witness in the case against Howe; 
but a long continuance being taken, I was not 
called upon to testify. Shortly thereafter one of 
my attorneys, after careful preparation, went to 
London, and did considerable hard work for me 
in endeavoring to locate the missing children by 
searching for the old addresses given me by 
Hatch; and the assertion made by the Assistant 
District Attorney that I had deceived my counsel 
and sent him upon a search I knew to be useless, 
is simply one of many statements he has made 
both to me and for publication that are painful 
evidence of the want of discernment and good 
judgment one had a right to expect from the 
occupant of so important a position. 
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f.ater in June Detective Guyer called on me, 
and, in a long conversation with him, I made a 
most honest endeavor to place him in possession 
of all the facts I could think of that would be 
instrumental in facilitating the proposed search, 
which I looked upon and welcomed as one of 
corroboration of the same statements I had pre¬ 
viously made, feeling that upon his following my 
movements from place to place, and finding that I 
had not misled him in any way, he would return 
more free to believe other statements that were 
not so easily verified; and I do not think I need 
to state to any intelligent reader that had I 
known of the death and burial of the little ones 
in the Toronto cellar, and wished to conceal the 
same, I should have avoided all mention of other 
houses where f urniture had been brought and, in 
one instance, an excavation made, and I feel that 
if Mr. Guyer were called upon for a truthful 
statement, he could not fail to say that but for my 
aid, freely given him at this time, together with 
detailed statements and drawings previously made 
relating to those places where I had forgotten the 
exact location, his search would have been a 
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failure, inasmuch as he would have had no in¬ 
centive to prosecute a similar investigation in 
Toronto. 

On the morning of the 16th of July, my news¬ 
paper was delivered to me at about 8.30 a. m., 
and I had hardly opened it before I saw in large 
headlines the announcement of the finding of the 
children in Toronto. For the moment it seemed 
so impossible, that I was inclined to think it one 
of the frequent newspaper excitements that had 
attended the earlier part of the case, but, in at¬ 
tempting to quickly gain some accurate compre¬ 
hension of what was stated in the article, I became 
convinced that at least certain bodies had been 
found there, and upon comparing the date when 
the house was hired I knew- it to be the same as 
when the children had been in Toronto; and thus 
being forced to realize the awfulness of what had 
probably happened, I gave up trying to read the 
article, and saw instead the two little faces as they 
had looked when I hurriedly left them—felt the 
innocent child’s kiss so timidly given and heard 
again their earnest words of farewell, and I realized 
that I had received another burden to carry to 


my grave with me, equal, if not worse, than the 
horrors of Nannie Williams' death. 

I think at this time I should have lost my 
senses utterly had I not been hurriedly called to 
prepare to be taken to the District Attorney's 
office. I went there securely handcuffed and ac¬ 
companied by two officers for further safety, and 
not until these extra precautions were taken did 
I realize the new and terrible change that had oc¬ 
curred affecting the entire aspect of my case. 
Upon reaching the City Hall the Assistant District 
Attorney met me. I was in no condition to bear 
his accusations, nor disposed to answer many of 
his questions. I felt it right that he should know 
that I had already seen the morning papers, and 
upon his demanding that I tell him where the 
body of the boy could be found, I answered, that 
in the light of the Toronto development, I had 
reason to think he would be found buried in or 
about the house that had been hired in Detroit. 
He then accused me of killing him in Detroit and 
destroying his body by burning it in a furnace 
that was in the cellar. This I denied, and more¬ 
over felt sure and told him that the body could 
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not have been destroyed there in that way by any 
one else, as I had been in the house upon two 
occasions, and knew that if human remains had 
been cremated there even at a considerably 
earlier date the odor would have been noticeable. 
I did not see the District Attorney at this inter¬ 
view and was very soon taken to the prison again. 

For the next forty-eight hours I reasoned and 
thought, studying minutely each step of our jour¬ 
ney from the time Hatch had joined us; but what 
seemed utterly incomprehensible to me then, and 
even now, was how any sane man would take such 
awful chances, even if he had no other scruples to 
restrain him, yet I well knew it could have been 
no one else that committed the crime, for in that 
event the non-arrival of the children would have 
been known to us. I knew also that the small 
sum of $400, that was given to the girls just pre¬ 
vious to their death, could have been no incentive 
for the commission of the act, and was forced to 
look further for the motive. I could only think 
that it had been done at Miss Williams’ sugges¬ 
tion and in furtherance of her threat of the pre¬ 
vious year, which, owing to friendliness at a later 
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date, I had believed wholly abandoned, probably 
also intending to give color to a theory (if later 
for her safety such had to be advanced) that I, 
and not she, had killed her sister, pointing to 
these disappearances that had occurred at a time 
when I was known to have had the children in my 
charge as corroborative of the same, though I felt 
sure that her hellish wish l’or vengeance (or the 
imagined desertion of the previous year was much 
the more potent of the two motives. 

Finally I commenced at the time I had first 
asked them to come here, and following carefully 
each step and conversation we had held, I became 
certain that when Hatch had first met me in 
Cincinnati he could have had no matured plans. 
Then going over our route I could see no change 
until after reaching Indiana. He had gone away 
for a few days to Chicago, as he then said, but, as 
I now believe, to Detroit, to consult with Miss 
Williams, as it occurred directly after he had first 
known I was liable to be arrested. He then com¬ 
menced taking more interest in the children, 
taking them about with him and buying them 
presents. It was at this time, also, that he took a 
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private room, saying that inasmuch as I was 
liable to be watched, it was unsafe (or any of us 
to be at a hotel. It was then that he had his 
beard removed from his chin* in the barber shop 
at the Indianapolis depot, each act being a trifle 
in itself' yet taken together showed to me that 
then was when the change had commenced. Fol¬ 
lowing still further, I had at first wished to go to 
Chicago alone, thinking it safer to do so than to 
be accompanied by the children. I had asked him 
to take them all to Detroit with him, to which he 
replied that if this was done it would keep him 
from looking about (or a house there for Mrs. 
Pitezel, which we were anxious to obtain as 
quickly as possible ; that he could take the boy 
with him easily, for he could accompany him 
about the city in his search. This, together with 
the girls’ desire to go to Chicago, led me to 
carry out the arrangement in this way. Then 
came our arrival in Detroit, two days later, when 
Hatch stated that the boy had gone with Miss 
Williams to Buffalo, and that he had been delayed 

♦ In answer to a redent question from tbc authorities, if., after Hatch had tliuschanged 
his appearance, he tooked like myself* I answer. No, at least not to a sufficient extent 
to be jmstak <n for me by <me who knew us both. 



twenty-four hours cn route to Detroit at some 
junction where a wreck had occurred, thus 
accounting for his having made no search for a 
house. 

Then of another circumstance, which ordinarily 
I should not have considered more than a coinci¬ 
dence. While in Cincinnati, Alice and the boy 
had disputed as to which should wear an old 
watch that had belonged to their father. Alice 
advancing her claim of superior years, Howard, 
that he was the boy of the family, accompanied 
by the remembrance that his father had prom¬ 
ised it to him when he grew older. I settled 
the matter by taking the watch in charge and 
buying each of them a small nickel open-faced 
watch and chain. This left little Nellie with a 
broken heart, and as soon as I noticed her 
trouble, I told her that before our journey tvas 
ended I would also buy one for her, or something 
else equally pleasing to her, if she preferred. 
The day after our arrival in Detroit she came to 
me much elated, saying Mr. Hatch had bought 
her a watch. Upon looking at it, it proved to be 
of the same make and design as the one Alice 
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had, and I now believe it was the same watch I 
had given Howard some days before. Then in 
Detroit occurred the buying of the spade and his 
insisting upon taking it to Toronto, giving the 
weak excuse that he had paid for it and did not 
wish to throw it away, when he could have sold 
it at a second-hand store much easier than to 
have taken it so far to the depot to place it in the 
trunk. Then, the letter from Miss Williams, asking 
that I pay the $1,000 due upon the Fort Worth 
property then, instead of later, as she wished to 
use a part of it ; it seeming hardly probable, if 
this had been the real reason of requiring the 
money at that time, that so much trouble would 
have been taken in trying to convert the money 
1 gave into a $1,000 bill. 

The only other circumstance I could then think 
of was his almost querulous objection to my buy¬ 
ing a jacket in Detroit for one of the girls, and 
later heavier clothing in Toronto, he saying that 
Miss Williams could better understand their 
needs, and his efforts to borrow $500 from me in 
Burlington, and also that Alice had told me in 
Toronto that Mr. Hatch had given her a letter 
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ora postal card to write for him, as he had no 
writing materials at his room. I asked her what 
it was about, and she answered, as near as I can 
remember, that it was to a Mr. Cooke about a 
house that he did not need longer and about a 
sale of furniture or that it had been sold. If I 
thought sufficiently of the matter at the time, I 
supposed it referred to the Detroit house, as this 
was the only one I had reason to think he had 
engaged, and 1 think it will be later found that at 
Logansport or Peru, or some other junction town 
in Indiana, a house was hired upon October i oth or 
i ith, while I was in Chicago, and the body of the 
boy shipped from the hotel in Indianapolis in ac¬ 
cordance with the report that a large trunk was 
that day shipped to an unknown destination, and 
the remains buried similarly to the Toronto case, 
and that this was the true cause of his delay in 
reaching Detroit. 

Some days later I told the authorities that 
such was my belief, giving them my reasons for 
thinking so, and for my pains I was severely 
taken to task for having previously stated that 
I thought he would be found in or about the 
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Detroit house. From this I have been charac¬ 
terized by them as a supreme falsifier. 

With the one exception of the statements made 
at the time of my arrest, and adhered to until I 
knew Mrs. Pitezel could be no longer saved from 
worriment by so doing, I know of no material 
misstatements made, save that the children were 
in England, which I most honestly believed to 
be true. 

The next day I saw an account in the papers 
of my wife’s coming here in answer to a tele¬ 
gram from the District Attorney’s office. This 
said to me far more than was printed in the 
paper. I knew she must have been intimidated 
to have come at this time and in answer to a 
summons from them. My lears were confirmed 
a few days later when I learned from a trusted 
source that such was the case, and that the threat 
had been made that if she made any effort to see 
or communicate withmc she would be arrested and 
held as a witness. (It will here be remembered 
that our prison interviews were invariably held in 
the presence of a keeper.) And upon the other 
hand if she remained away from me and aided 
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them, all her expenses would be paid by the 
prosecution or the insurance company. 

I knew that the latter would have no weight 
with her, but I feared that the threats they made 
would cause her to worry until she became ill, 
and I therefore felt justified in resorting to almost 
any means to see her and try and quiet her fears. 
With this in view I wrote the District Attorney 
that if I could have an interview with him, my 
wife being present, I would endeavor to make it 
plain to him where they could expect to find the 
remains of the boy. This interview was promptly 
accorded me and, upon being taken into his pri¬ 
vate office, I met my wife, and it needed but one 
glance to know what she had been and was- then 
suffering, which caused a feeling of almost un¬ 
controllable anger to take possession of me, both 
towards the authorities for unjustly causing her 
hard lot to be made worse, and towards myself 
that for the sake of business gains I had ever 
allowed myself to enter into the petty transac¬ 
tions that had been the cause of all her troubles. 
My first inquiry, as could naturally be expected, 
was as to her physical condition and if she was 
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in comfortable quarters and h ce from actual re¬ 
straint. I also told her that until the world at 
large ceased to look upon me as a murderer I 
should not in the presence of others greet her as 
was my usual custom. If at this time my wife 
shrank from me as though in fear, as was given 
out from the •istn'et Attorney’s office for publi¬ 
cation, I, in my blindness, did not see it, and in 
the days and nights that lollowed until I again 
heard of her welfare almost my only source of 
comfort was the remembrance of the few kind 
words she had said, and, what was even more to 
me, that she had worn both her engagement and 
her wedding rings, and as many of the giftelhad 
presented to her during our happier days as she 
could without exciting undue notice, choosing 
those that would convey to me from their asso¬ 
ciations the kind thoughts she knew she would 
have no opportunity to say in words. 

This was particularly plain to me, inasmuch as 
it was wholly contrary to her usual custom to 
appear thus attired at that early hour of the day, 
and in so public a place, and until she tells me 
that such is not the case I shall hold to the belief 
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that she is yet loyal to me. There were present 
at this meeting, beside the District Attorney, Mr. 
Shoemaker and Supt. Linden, and for a part of 
the time Mr. Fousc and the Assistant District 
Attorney. I endeavored to state to them, in as 
few words as possible, the circumstances of Hatch’s 
- delay of twenty-lour hours, and the letters sent 
from either Detroit or Toronto about a house. 
They at once branded my statements concerning 
Hatch as untrue, and said that he was a mythical 
person, asking me to name any one who had ever 
seen him. In reply I said, “I do not consider 
that you have any more grounds for doubting the 
fact that he was at these places than to doubt 
that Mrs. Pitezel or these children were there, 
because they did not happen to meet. How¬ 
ever, you need not rely upon my statements.” 

Last November or December Mr. Perry, a rep¬ 
resentative of the insurance company, came to 
the prison, in company with another witness, to 
question me about some other matters pertaining 
to the case, and while there said to me, “Who 
was the man y*u met at the Burlington depot you 
seemed so surprised to see, and immediately went 


to the telegraph office and took up a message 
you had previously written ?” 

I told him it was a man named Hatch, a friend 
of Miss Williams, who w r as not connected with 
my case in any important way. I also stated in 
further answer to the District Attorney’s question 
that I felt: sure that the barber in the Indianapolis 
depot would remember his coming there with me, 
it being so unusual an occurence lor me to be 
accompanied by any one ; that the proprietor or 
clerk of the small hotel where he had taken the 
children upon their arrival in Detroit would 
remember him, and probably the woman where 
they boarded during most of their stay in that 
city, as he accompanied them to the train the day 
following my departure for Toronto. That Mrs. 
Pitezcl will remember his calling at her house at 
Burlington, and upon her going to the door he 
made some trivial excuse and went away, having 
expected to meet me there. And that my wife 
will remember my leaving her upon the steam¬ 
boat landing at B. for a moment to step across to 
the depot to speak to him, and upon two subse¬ 
quent occasions while in that city of recognizing 
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him upon the street, she remarking upon my 
knowing any one there, and parties who have 
lately testified that they knew of my visiting Miss 
Williams in New York in 1888, and later in 
Denver, will know that it was Hatch and not my¬ 
self, as I never was in Denver until January, 1894, 
and never saw Miss Williams prior to January, 
1893. 

“Call him Hatch, Jones, or Smith, if you will, 
but you have known for months that there was 
such a person at certain places during the trip 
with whom I communicated, and with whom I 
was seen, and whose existence you cannot now 
ignore.” 

I then tried to explain to them that for want of 
time alone, even if I were the bloodthirsty villain 
they were inclined to make me appear, I could 
not be guilty of the Toronto murders, and begged 
them to allow me to go there before by any 
chance evidence that could now be obtained 
should become unavailable to me. To this the 
District Attorney replied, “ I shall not do it; 
I shall try you here.” What more could be 
said ? If a man as broad-minded as I knew the 
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District Attorney to be, both from common 
report and from my own observation, would not 
consider so important a statement, what could I 
expect from others having a less thorough knowl¬ 
edge of the case ? I was much disappointed, both 
at not being allowed to go there, and at the harsh 
and unjust way he looked upon the matter, and 
the feeling was increased a few minutes later 
when I asked to be allowed to provide for my 
wife’s support while here, by having him tell me 
that he did not consider it any part of my busi¬ 
ness at the present time to either know of or care 
for her welfare; and some weeks later by his re¬ 
fusing to allow my relatives and business agent 
to visit me at the prison, and by a number of 
trivial matters like withholding my newspaper and 
intercepting and keeping letters that, after read¬ 
ing, he could see did not pertain to, and could 
not influence my case in any way, saying that if 
I,were given hardships enough and kept long 
enough away from others, I would confess these 
crimes. Feeling it was useless to prolong the 
interview', and noticing that my wife was suffering 
intensely, I brought it to a close as quickly as 
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possible. I bade her good-bye and was again 
handcuffed and taken to prison. 

During the previous days the part of the 
Toronto matters that had seemed the most unac¬ 
countable to me was how Hatch could have 
returned to the depot so soon after I had left 
both him and the children upon the train, and 
what excuse he could have given to them to fore¬ 
go their journey. This information my interview 
had supplied. In questioning me, Superintend¬ 
ent Linden had said, “Who was that light young 
man standing upon the corner of the street near 
the house where the children were killed, that 
you spoke with at some length and then went 
away to hire an expressman ? ” I hesitated in 
my answer to him, and finally told him that I had 
not met any one there, but if he knew that such 
a meeting had taken place it was of the most 
vital importance to my case. There had instantly 
come into my mind when he had asked this ques¬ 
tion a remembrance of two years previous, but 
owing to their scoffs at the possibility of Hatch’s 
existence, I felt it wise to refrain from speaking 
of it to him until I could hear from those by 


whom I could prove the statement I would have 
liked to have made at the time. 

One day in the spring of ’93, soon after Miss 
Williams’ trunks, containing her theatrical cos¬ 
tumes, had been brought to our rooms in the 
block in Chicago, returning from the city one 
afternoon, I met upon the stairway leading to my 
office a jauntily dressed young man, whom, as I 
passed, I asked to cease smoking his cigarette 
within the building, and a few minutes later was 
being saucily laughed at in my office by Miss 
Williams. So clever had the deception been, both 
in clothing and change in facial expression by aid 
of her color box, that upon her wishing to do so, 
I allowed her to accompany me upon a trip to 
Aurora, Ill., and later to St. Joseph, Mich., cos¬ 
tumed in this manner. That both of these trips, 
made under these circumstances, actually occur¬ 
red, I am able to prove by competent and disin¬ 
terested persons, and I feel sure that Miss Wil¬ 
liams was in Toronto, probably meeting the chil¬ 
dren at Hamilton, and returning with them, and 
keeping one with her while the other was killed; 
and next day, while I must necessarily have been 


hundreds of miles away, inasmuch as 1 registered 
at Prescott at 4 p. m., she, if any one, met Hatch 
near this house, disguised in this manner. On 
August 15th, Mr. Cops, a Fort Worth attorney, 
obtained permission of the District Attorney to 
interview me, and, after questioning me for a 
time, said he would like to tell me his theory of 
how I had killed my Chicago victims, which was 
that while they were in my office I had in some 
way induced them to step inside the vault and 
then caused their death by suffocation. He said, 
"Why, Holmes, it is the plainest case I ever 
heard of, even the footprints of one of them are 
to be seen upon the door, where in their desper¬ 
ation they had tried to make their escape," 

I asked him when he believed the last of these 
deaths had occurred there. He replied, ‘‘Probably 
in July, 1893. In fact, if you could show ine that 
Minnie Williams was alive after that date, I would 
be much inclined to believe that she was alive 
nowand that she killed her sister, as you say, for, 
if alive, only that could have been a sufficient 
motive to induce her to conceal her whereabouts 
f*r so long from her Texas friends." I said, “Will 
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you grant me that I am not guilty of taking life 
there since I left Chicago about January i, 1894, 
for Texas.’* He replied, “ Yes, I think that would 
be safe from the evidence I have gathered in Chi¬ 
cago.” I said, “In August, 1893, a fire occurred 
in the building, causing the destruction of many 
valuable letters and papers, and upon the build¬ 
ing being repaired I bought this vault, in October 
or November, 1893, from a safe and vault com¬ 
pany whose offices were one block west of La 
Salle street, between Madison and Adams, in 
Chicago. The purchase was made in the name 
of the Campbell-Yates Company, and in Decem¬ 
ber, 1893, it was put in place and plastered by a 
workman named Kriss. 

“ A very few (lays thereafter I left Chicago and 
have never been in the rooms since. There was 
never any other vault in the building, save one 
upon the first floor that for years had been under 
the entire control of tenants occupying the drug 
and jewelry store in which it is located. I can ' 
not give you the name or exact address of this 
company, but it is plainly printed upon the door 
of the vault, and upon your return to Chicago, if 
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you care to Jo so, you can satisfy yourself of the 
truthfulness of my statement regar«lingit.” He 
said, “ Until I can do this I cannot believe it to be 
true, but if I do find that such is the case I shall 
be inclined to return to Fort Worth and abandon 
my case, and upon the strength of what you have 
told me, I will say to you that I have lately 
learned that there has been found at Fort Worth 
among mail that was sent to you after you left 
that city, a London letter from Miss Williams, 
but being so sure in my own mind that she died 
nearly a year previous to that time, I have sup¬ 
posed it to be a clever forgery sent there by you 
to mislead those who found it.” I told him that 
Miss Williams had sent me three letters there 
which were forwarded by Mr. John L. Judd, my 
Denver agent, 1609 Lawrence street, that city, 
to whom he could write to or visit to corroborate 
my statement. That two of these letters I had 
received and had supposed the other had been 
sent to the Dead Letter Office and destroyed ; that 

if he would take the letter to Mr.-and 

others in Fort Worth, who knew her writing, they 
would at once tell him it was not a forgery. A 
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few Jays later I heard of the explosion and fire 
at the block in Chicago, and felt, as has lately 
been the case whenever I hear of any loss of life, 
strange disappearances or other misdemeanors 
not easily accounted for, throughout the United 
States—anywhere in the world in fact—almost 
thankful that the strong doors of my prison room 
make it impossible for such acts to now be 
ascribed to me. 

OTHER DISAPPEARANCES. 

A Miss Van Tassand to the best of my knowl¬ 
edge I never saw. Certain it is that I hired no 
fruit store in Chicago, nor did I have a person of 
that name in my employ at any time. 

A Mrs. Lee, said to have disappeared some 
time in 1893, 1 do not know of ever having 
seen. 

Cora Quinlin is said by the newspapers to be 
alive. No insurance of any kind was ever caused 
to be placed upon the life of this child by me nor 
did I know that such had been placed by others. 

A Miss Cigrand was sent to me by the National 
Typewriter Exchange in Chicago in May, 1892. 
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She worked faithfully in my interests until Novem¬ 
ber, 1892, when, much against my wishes, she left 
my employ to be married, as I understood at the 
time. Some days after going away she returned 
for her mail, and at this time gave me one of her 
wedding cards, and also two or three others lor 
tenants in the building who were not then in their 
rooms; and in reponse to inquiries lately made I 
have learned that at least five persons in and 
about Lafayette, Ind., received such cards, the 
post mark and her handwriting upon the envelope 
in which they were enclosed showing that she 
must have sent them herself after leaving my 
employ. While working for me she had also 
acted as the secretary of the Campbell-Yates 
Co., a corporation in which I was interested; and 
in 1893 certain papers relating to the business of 
this company that had been overlooked required 
her signature, and after considerable delay she 
came to the office in November, which was about 
one year after she left my employ. She accom¬ 
panied me to lunch at Thompson's restaurant, 
where I had eaten regularly lor years, and where 
during the previous year she had often eaten 
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with me. Here the man known as Henry, who 
for a long time has been head usher in this estab- 
ment and knew us both well, remarked to her, as 
he gave us our seats, “It is a long time since 
you were here.” She replied, “About one year.” 
A few days later she met me elsewhere in Chi¬ 
cago, at which time Arthur S. Kirk, a member of 
the well-known soap manufacturers, Kirk & Co., 
and two employees were present, and upon my 
recalling to Mr. Kirk’s memory certain business 
transactions I had with him at about this time, he, 
as well as his employees, will remember the cir¬ 
cumstances, and be able to fix the exact date and 
give an accurate description of Miss Cigrand. 

Before leaving Chicago, she expressed a desire 
to re-enter my employ, stating that unless more 
kindly treated she should not longer live with her 
husband, but should either return to office work 
or re-enter the convent, where she had been edu¬ 
cated, or some other similar institution. 

She also told me that she had written her peo¬ 
ple, but should not visit them until she could give 
them financial aid, as she had been in the habit of 
doing bef ore her marriage, and I think she will let 
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me know her location and present name before I 
am made to suffer for her disappearance. 

Miss Mary and Miss Kate Dunkee are both 
acknowledged by the Philadelphia authorities to 
be alive. Charles Cole is also known to be 
alive. 

The Redman family, the child or its abductress, 
I never saw, and know nothing of the case save 
from the accounts published at the time. 

Robert Latimer, a former janitor, a Mr. Brum- 
mager, one in my employ as a stenographer, also 
a Miss Mary Horacamp, from Hamilton, Canada, 
are alive, as shown by letters recently received 
from friends or relatives of each. 

Miss Anna Betz, formerly of Englewood, Ill., 
whose death I have been so persistently charged 
with during the past year, the claims being made 
that it had been caused by a criminal operation 

performed by me at the instigation of-, of 

Chicago, for which I received a release of the sum 
of $2,500 that I owed him, I was but little ac¬ 
quainted with, and if her death was occasioned in 
such a manner I certainly am not the cause of it, 
and checks given upon my order by F. W. Devoe 
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& Co., of New York, will show' when and how 
my indebtedness to Mr.-was canceled. 

The same charge concerning a domestic named 
Lizzie is untrue, although I have no means of 
verifying it save that it has been proven that she 
was alive and in Chicago some months after I left 
that city, early in 1894. 

PIIOTOCRAPHIC IDENTIFICATIONS. 

In 1883 there were conducted within my 
knowledge a scries of experiments illustrative of 
the unreliability of photographic identifications, 
and other similar experiments have often been 
made. These consisted in calling upon ten 
students who had witnessed two skillful sign 
writers executing some work upon a street win¬ 
dow to later identify them from photographs. An 
open album was first handed to the student who 
was told to choose which one of two pictures 
before him was the party in question, they all 
made a prompt decision as to one or the other 
being the person they had seen, the fact being 
that neither of the pictures were of these men. 
To another group of ten that had also seen the 
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painters under like circumstances was given a 
frame containing forty photographs, they being 
instructed that the picture of one of the men they 
had seen was among the number. Only one 
chose the right picture, and none looked for or 
found more than one, although without their 
knowledge pictures of both were plainly before 
them in the group. The result of the entire number 
of experiments was that over 95 per cent, failed 
in their efforts at identification. In my own case 
by means of pictures, a man in Milwaukee is or 
was ready to make oath that I was in that city, 
accompanied by the two children, at a time when 
the Philadelphia authorities know we were else¬ 
where. A woman in Chicago is equally positive 
that I was several days at her boarding house 
with Miss Williams and the two children, at a time 
when the authorities know I was in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. In the same manner two Detroit parties 
are ready to swear that Miss Williams was in that 
city, accompanied by a man answering my descrip¬ 
tion of Hatch, at a time when I know he was 
with me in Indianapolis, In all these instances, 
and in the Toronto identifications, I believe that the 
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parties have been honest in the statements made, 
but it must be remembered that they have been 
led to understand that no other decision was 
possible. A good example of the methods em¬ 
ployed was furnished some months ago when at 
police headquarters here. I was taken before 
some twenty or thirty people by a detective who, 
when near enough for them to hear, said, “Mr. 
Holmes, these people are witnesses in the case 
for which you are to be tried here, and I wish to 
see if they can identify you." 

MOTIVES. 

Had my early life and associations been such as 
to predispose me towards such criminal proceed¬ 
ings, still the want of motive remains. I can show 
that no motive did exist. Those who knew me per¬ 
sonally can see that it could not have been avarice, 
for whenever I possessed even a small surplus of 
ready money, those whom I was owing or friends 
in need of same could always receive the most 
or all I possessed. Any ungovernable temper is 
excluded, for I do not possess it. Appetence 
Cannot be ascribed as a motive, age and other 
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circumstances to a great extent excluding same. 
The principal motive thus far ascribed, namely, 
that I had first involved my alleged victims in, or 
made them parties to, dishonest transactions can 
be excluded, from the fact that all such transac¬ 
tions are matters of recent date, and almost 
without exception they are found to have done 
nothing criminal. Either one of the foregoing I 
should prefer having my supposed shortcomings 
attributed to than the only remaining motive I 
can think of namely, insanity, to which, either 
hereditary or acquired, I can plead not guilty, 
and be substantiated in so doing by a sufficient 
number of medical experts, whose testimony 
cannot be lightly overlooked. 

Of the three more important cases, first that 
of the Williams sisters. Nannie Williams was 
wholly without means. The following account 
will show that had I given Hatch the $500 he 
wished to borrow of me in Burlington, there 
would have been little due Nannie Williams; 
nothing in fact, if I had included various small 
sums paid her from time to time, of which no 
account was kept. It should also be borne in 
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mind that she still holds the title to the $10,000 
Wilmette property, which, on this account, is val- 
ueless to me. 

RECEIVED OF M. R. WILLIAMS. 

April, 1893, Cash, .... $2,500 

April, 1893, Real Estate, . . 7,000 

August, 1894, Cash, .... 600 

- $ 10,100 

PAID M. R. WILLIAMS. 

May, 1893, Cash,.$2,500 

July, 1893, Cash. 1.000 

December, 1893, Cash, . . . 750 

January, 1894, Fort Worth 

Incumbrance,. 1,725 

February, 1894, Cash, . . 1,750 

October, 1894, Cash, . . . 1,000 

October, 1894, Cash, ... 412 

- $9,157 

$963 

Shown by cashed drafts and checks endorsed 
by M. Williams, and other forms of evidence. 

In the case of Benj. F. Pitczel, the motive is 
said to have been the money to be derived from 
his insurance, and more than this from his 1 exas 
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real-estate holdings. In regard to the former, I 
can only reiterate that he was worth more to me 
each year he lived than the amount he was 
insured for, and each year he was becoming more 
valuable to me ; therefore, why should I take his 
life? His real estate was not of one dollar’s 
value to him, and could only be of value to me 
after he had signed certain papers, the want of 
which I felt within thirty days after bis death. 
This is also true of his patents and other belong¬ 
ings. The claim that I designed to kill the six 
other members of the Pitezel family to avoid 
being held accountable for the small sum of 
$5,200, seems too unlikely a motive to call for a 
denial, and, excluding this, it will be hard to find 
another, when the care and attention 1 have given 
them for years is considered. 

In conclusion, I wish to say that I am but a very 
ordinary man, even below the average in physical 
strength and mental ability, and to have planned 
and executed the stupendous amount of wrong¬ 
doing that has been attributed to me would have 
been wholly beyond my power, and even had I 
been able to have perf ormed it, a still greater 
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task would have been the successful elaboration 
of a story at the time of my arrest that, if untrue, 
would have provided for the many exigencies 
that at that time I could not have known would 
have occurred later in the case ; and I feel justi¬ 
fied in asking from the general public a suspen¬ 
sion of judgment as to my guilt or innocence, not 
while the various charges can be proven against 
me, but while I can disprove them, a task which I 
feel able to satisfactorily and expeditiously accom¬ 
plish. And here I cannot say finis—it is not the 
end—for besides doing this there is also the work 
of bringing to justice those for whose wrongdo¬ 
ings I am to-day sufifering, and this not to prolong 
or save my own life, for since the day I heard of 
the Toronto horror I have not cared to live; but 
that to those who have looked up to and honored 
me in the past it shall not in the future be said that 
I suffered the ignominious death of a murderer. 



MINNIE R. WILLIAMS 









A Weird Coincidence Related by 
a Neighbor of Mr. Biles. 


TALE OF THE FATAL “LIVE” WIRES 


They Blazed Oa the Day the Mur¬ 
derer Was First Taken 
lato Custody* 


THE MALIGNAKT 1KFLUEHCE AT WORK 

- I 


The Curious Fact Developed That 
Many Who Were Concerned In 
the Trial Ha ye Since Met 
With Fatality or 
Misfortune. 


"I nmv believe fully that Holmes not 
only looks like a devil, but is «ne in 
reality/' said a. neighbor yesterday, in 
speaking of the strange and awful 
of Linford I*. Biiea the foreman of ihp 
juiy that convicted the murderer of 
Kenjamm F. Pitezel; and then he toM 
a story ^hlch, if true, proves bey#nd the 
shadow of a doubt that ths man 












awaiting- death af Mbyamensinir Prison 
'is possessed of an Influence malignant 
in the extreme, and which not cniy per¬ 
vades the very atmosphere about hbn, 
hut, so it would ^esm, has actually the. 
telepathic property of transmission, and 
played a wonderfully weird part in the 
tragedy of the man who passed away 
yesterday. 

Mr. Biles* according to his statement, 
was a marked man the very day Holmes 
was arrested in Boston, for on 
that day the same wires that elec¬ 
trocuted the man who was then to 
bo foreman of the Jury that would con¬ 
vict the murderer flashed out for the 
first time, in the same manner that 
they did yesterday, and, as then, threat¬ 
ened t# set the house afire. 

The Impressed narrator of the strange 
story is of the opinion that^ the malig¬ 
nant Influence of Holmes was even at 
that moment at work, and that Biles, 
who was to he the foreman of the jury 
that would convict the murderer, be¬ 
came a '’marked mam” 

The simple fact that misfortune or fa¬ 
tality ha,a attended thsse whs were In 
any way concerned In the murderer's 
trial would seem to corroborate the 
story and prove that there Is, after all, a 
baleful influence attending Holmes. 

The violent death of Mr. Biles, the 
sudden taking tff Of Dr. William K, 
Mattern. who, as Coroner’s Physician, 
was an Important witness against 
.Holmes, the accidents that befell 
Judges Arnold and Yerkos, who Nvpre in 
the ease, and Anally the misfortune that 
followed lawyer Shopmaker are facts 
that cannst well be explained away. 

If nothing else, these occurrences are 
strange, and would prove Interesting 
data far psychologists. 


WAS IT THE “ASTRAL” HOLMES. 


A Story of Bark Presentiment Which 
Head* Mure Like u Ghost,!) ko- 
mance, and Is Woven Strangely 
About the Heath of Linf*r<l Biles, 
Wli* Was on Murderer^ Jury. 
The death of Linford L. Bile , the 



foreman of the jury which convicted H, 
H. Holmes, and above all the peculiar 
manner of the death, recalls a strange 
coincidence thet occurred on the very 
day when the murderer was arrested in 
Boston* two years ago, and which won¬ 
derful to relate, concerned in a manner 
the lives of both men- 

Strange* almost weird, and, in tact, 
startling as it now seems, after the 
lapse of time, the recollection of this 
incident only serves to add to the con¬ 
viction already aroused in the minds of 
the superstitious, that there Is some¬ 
thing magnetically evil ab*ut the man 
wh*se murders have shocked the world, 
and that, indeed, there is after all some¬ 
thing In the statement made hut re¬ 
cently that legacies in the shape of 
misfortune would fall upon those who 
had any hand, act or part in his ‘’tak¬ 
ing off.” 

The story of this incident, as told by 
on* who was an eye-witness of the 
strange spectacle, reads more like a 
ghost story than anything else, anf 
were It not for the fact that It can at 
the moment be backed up by the strong¬ 
est kind of proof, les narration might 
go down to history as *ne of the many 
fabrications that have already arisen 
regarding the wonderful criminal n*w 
awaiting death at Moyamenslng TTlson. 

I That it is not a ghost sttry, but, on 
^ the other hand, the most solemn truth, 
may be averred by any of the old 
neighbors living in the vicinity of Elev¬ 
enth and Tasker streets, and who fr*m 
time to time have had their attention 
called to the twa interlacing and cross¬ 
ing wires that overlapped the roof of 
the htuse 1131 Tasker street, where Mr. 
Biles, the victim *f yesterday's strange 
tragedy, lived. 

The house is one of a row that stands 
in the vicinty of a cemetery, and tlie 
1 surroundings are fully in accord with 
the weird details. 

The date of the strange occurrence 
coincides exactly with that of tho ar¬ 
rest of H. Hi H*lmes two years stSo 
by the Boston police. The same two 
wires played the same kind of a part, 
and attracted attention from passers-hy 
on that day as they did yesterday, when 
Mr. Biles was virtually electrocuted on 
his own roof. 





The two wires^, it seems, had from 
time to time given trouble to the occu¬ 
pants of the house, and more than «nc$ 
it had been pointed out that they 
crossed dangerously and overlapped the 
roof In a manner that was nPt con- 
dusive to safety. Previous to this par¬ 
ticular time, however, they had not 
seriausdy interfered with the peace of 
the family* and nothing wap thought 
of the occasional sparks that shot up 
from the wires whenever they chanced 
to become entangled during an occa¬ 
sional storm. 

On Saturday afternoon, hornwer, just 
as a number %f workmen were on their ! 
way home fr#m the oil works at Point j 
Breeze, tHeir attention was called to a 1 
single fork of dame that shot up> from 
one of the houses in the row, between 
Teuth and Eleventh streets, on Tasker 
street. Stopping to investigate^ the 
gang, for their were six #r ssev^n of 
them, found that two wires had crossed 
and set fire to a vine trailing the side 
of the wall, and the flame thus com¬ 
municated had shet up to the roof, and 
was already at that moment threaten¬ 
ing the eaves. 

In a moment there was exc iioment in ! 
the neighborhood, a policeman was \ 
called, the family was notified, anfl be- 
fore a crowd that in the recollection 
of the narrator, numbered almost a 
hundred, the two wires were separated. 

That same afternoon the newfe reached 
town that "an alleged insurance swin¬ 
dler" had been arrested at Boston on 
charges preferred Py the Fidelity Mu¬ 
tual Life Association, and was to be 
brought later. In the custody of deter- i 
tives, tP answer at the bar of Jnstlce in ! 
thfs city, an<J that possibly "one of the I 
biggest and most barefaced schemes, to 
defraud and rob by wholesale '* would 
then be exposed. 

That man was H. II. Holmes, who af- t 
terward proved t* Pe not only cm In- * 
surance swindler, but a forger and 
everything else included in the calendar 
of crime, including the cardinal crime of 
murder itself, and one of the most 
notorious law-biiestteers that ever man¬ 
aged to elude for years the strong arm 
of the iaw. 

It was that moment, when he was 





hein# led fcack to a felon's cell J 
In the Boston prison, that the two l 
wires which were to play a strange ' 
part in.the death of one of the men 
who afterward convicted him were I 
shitting out finish tongues of fiames, 1 
Immediately over the Tasker street j 
house, and attracting a crowd of men, ! 
women and children in just the same 
way that it attracted them yesterday, \ 

Those who noticed the wires that 
memorable afternoon,. and saw tho j 
bluish flames shoot up; who followed 
the trend of events even *a& far as the 
empanelling of Mr, Biles on the Jury; \ 
who remembered the prediction made In * 
the horoscope, that there was a maliS- j 
nant influence about Holmes, and who 
saw what seemed a verification of the 
prediction in th e death of Mr. Biles | 
by the very same wires that flashed * 
out in the very same way the day of | 
the arrest, cannot hut Relieve that there 1 
was some dark warning: conveyed that 
day by the mystic signs. 

One old woman, who has lived in the 
neighborhood Quite a while r said last 
night she remembered the inoide nt well. 

"Those* two wire*? were always spit¬ 
ting about like real devils,’* sale! she, 
“an4 it kepi my nerves jarred, fearing 
every night that there would be a 6re/ F i 

“C«mlng to think of it/’ she con¬ 
tinued, “it looks to me more and m«re 
as if the blaze that afternoon was noth¬ 
ing more nor ioss than an ev il warn¬ 
ing to Mr, Cdes. It was strange* but 
nevertheless true, that he was picked 
out #r_ the Jury that ocnvleted Holmes, 
and It was. nevertheless, true «that he 
died, by those very same wires that 
seemed to have conveyed the dark mOS* 
sage.” 

Another neighbor, a working man, 
corroborated tho story, and remembered 
well how the two wires almost set fire 
to the place about two years ago, 

“I now believ'e,” said Jib, “what I saw 
In the paper* that Holmes wa? begin¬ 
ning to look like the devil. I believe he 
Is One already.' 4 

The curious part is that quite a num¬ 
ber of "downtowners" living In the 
vicinity believe that Mr. Biles was a 
marked man the day that the wires first 
blazed, and the sam<i day that Holmes 
was arrested In Boston two years ago. 




THE DEATH OF MX. BILES 


The Foreman of the Jury That Con- 

Yicte<J Holmes, Ik Vxrcn&Ily Klfjctro- 

Cnted by Live Wire# On the lloof of 

JliB Home, 

The death of Linford Lu Ililes, who 
had l^eon foreman of the jury which 
convicted H. H. Holmes of the murder 
of Benjamin F. Pitezel, and who met a 
fearful death by coming in contact with 
a live telephone wire on the ro#f of his 
house at 1031 Tasker street, yesterday 
morning. recalls a curious and at the 
same ttme wler# story that was t*ld by 
the notorious murderer during: hts trial. 

At that time It was stated that a 
horoscope of the murderer would show 
that any one connected with the mur¬ 
derer. and especially concerned In the 
consummation of his conviction and 
death, would meet with misfortune and 
possibly death, The combinations of the 
planets at his birth donated many 
changes in life, much mystery. extraor¬ 
dinary conduct, a fanciful, emotional 
Eemiierament and a mast fickle charac¬ 
ter The next succeeding signs showed 
infallible tokens of disaster, foreshad¬ 
owing failure in business enterprise, 
the casting of misfortune on others and 
finally sign* which cauld not be mistak¬ 
en as meaning- other than death, ky 
Judge and jury. 

The Intimation contained in the horo¬ 
scope that misfortune would visit all 
those who had any hand In the murder¬ 
er's trial was not thought of seriously 
until yesterday, when the sudden and 
untimely death of Coroner's Physician 
Mattern, who played an important part 
In the case, was remembered, and fol- ; 
lowing It came the sudden and awful [ 
d^ath of Biles, the foreman of the jury, 

BHck was awakened at an early hour [ 
yesterday morning by a c*mmati*n in j 
the street, aud, getting up anrl going to 
ihe window, he saw a crowd standing 
In front of the hausc and pointing to the j 
roof. lie donne<I his clothes, and. going ] 
down to the crowd, saw tha.i their at- ; 
tention was attracted to a bluish dame 
which shot out fram the edge of the 
roof, and which was causecl by the J 




contact nf a live telephone wire with a/f 
telegraph wire, and which, running 
through a vine on the side of the house, 
had caused a slight 

i?ec*mir»g alarmed at the mere sup¬ 
position that the blaze might c#mmuni- | 
cate with the house, Biles ran upstairs 
and in a few moments was out on the 
roof attempting to hack away the 
wire and if possible sever its connection 
with the reef. Ills daughter, fearing 
he would meet wtth some disaster, 
called to her brother to follow her 
father out on the roof and, if possible, 
dissuade him from fooltng with the dan¬ 
gerous wire. 

The son had no sooner gotten on the 
roof, when the listeners l>elow hear-J. a 1 
heavy thud, like the fall of a heavy 
body, an'l then there was silence. 
Neighbors were called in, and finally 
the police took a hani and went on the 
roof. There the two—father anil son— 
were laid side by slie, and at first it was 
believed both were dead. An inspection 
showed that the son still retained fe?bie 
fclgns of life. 

The father had evidently received a 
I shock that was sufficient to kill a dozen 
! men. His left hand was scorched, the 

( forehead was discolored, and there was 
a scar on the foot. 

The body was removed to the ro*ms 
beneath, and the son was conveyed to 
St. Agnes’ Hospital, whore he now lies 
In a critical condition. 

The dead man, it is thought, met 
death by walking on an end of the wire 
before he was aware. The roof being 
wet als* acted as a conductor to the 
charge which killed him. 

Mr. Biles wa^ $4 years of age, occu¬ 
pied the position of paymaster for the 
Atlantic on Tteilnlng Company, and was 
a w II known Mason and Odd Fellow. 
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ADAMS STILL HELD 


Tlte 


Alleged American Kmbezzlei 
Airnltlng Extradition. 

LOKPON, April 11.—Matt Adams 
[LONDON,. April D,—The reassembling j or Denver, Cob, w ho is in cuBtOdj 
1 Parll&tneht ha* heett the feature o£'Pending extradition proceedings on ttu 
o week for London, arid the dally Kbarge of having embezzled $41,090 a 
jestiona regarding foreign affairs that Denver, wan again remanded a l th* 

r *howev«d upon the Secretary of State £SU v t J? tr ' eo *Court *!!£!! 

L ».i An L t is;jn.ii /'h*wiK rtl .ui l , Inff the arrival of patera in the cast 

\ th® t.olomes. Joseph ChiimberlaJii. from lho L . nited StateC 

M «he \ peer Scrr.- 1 .iry of Stale toe The sum of $LSO wa* taken from thi 

irelsn Affairs. George N. Curxon. have money found upon Adams when he win 
rved lo again ilraw attention to the arreste# at B»«thampton. on hln way t< 
settled state of affairs in all djrec- Town, money to be used U 


send his wife and servant home. 

n n 


Ins. 'Well-infarmed persons think that 
Irtca. ie gomg to with war, from 

Jlro to the Cope of Goad Hope, and 
k*c la rskl to be a stronu possibil- j 

r of Great Britain having to con- r —■- 

ler the Transvaal, a task which alone He Will Accomimny tn* Troop* t* 


CECIL RHODES BETTER 


outd rectuire at least ;{(),()(># troops. 
3'iiaeriuently. It is iikely that the Brit- 
h army will ?oon be largely increased 
' sltength, as it is considered extrome- 
■ doubtful if it is capable of grappling 
'ith the work seemingly cut out for It 
It Africa alone. 


Bulnirayn. 

SALISBURY, Matabefeland. April 11, 
Cecil Rhodes, formerly Premier of Cap, 
Colony, who has been suffering from 
fever here for some days past, 1» non 
much better. 

He proposes to march to Buluwayt 
/ . “■ _ 4 „ with the eotumn of troops intended fo 

f li> lho meanwhile, Great Britain’s Eu. ih© relief of that place, 
ropean coemies are os the qul vlve. 

The altitude of Russia is especially dis¬ 
quieting, Even a newspaper like 
St. dames Gazette expresses disgust I 
with thO sin Irenes* of the government, st. honi* Democrat for Scrgennt- 
which allows Russia, to pursue her ad- Arm* m 

vimee unchecked in the direction of Arms at Chicago. 


IS COLONEL MARTIN NAME 

gu*t 1 * —— - - 


Port Arthur, and says: 

‘'To-day Russia, has got all and mors 
than she dretmit of in Crimean days. 
France Is her maid-of-all-work; Ger¬ 
many is her friend; Turkey 1* her vas¬ 
sal, ami half of the powers of the 
world are dancing to Russia’s time/ 7 

The situation In Gloucester, where 
virulent small-p*>x is raging, is so ser¬ 


ious ib.at the government is iikely lo we1 \® John J. of Philadelphia 

ta.c char*®. I n to March 2? tl«* ~®r® ; SjSjah J, — xOtshlr- 


CHICAGO, April U^Colonal J. Ms 
tin. •£ SI. Louis, will be the sergeao 
at'arms of the BemocrAtiO Nation. 
Convention. His selection was made tb 
morning by Chairman Harrlty arid h 
committee of the Democratic Nation; 
Committee. 

Coionel Martin is a welRknotyn poll- 
thdan and very popular in St, Louis 
Democratic circles. 

The other candidate* for the position 
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ICopyrlefct, 138S, by w. R. H*arxt and 
Janie® Klv^rijorL Jr.) 

T tiring* the pa#t few months the de¬ 
sire b<ts been repeatedly ex]H*e»sed 
that i make a detailed cotifes- 
fdon of all the graver crimes that 
tiaye with such marvelous skill been 
traced out and brought home to me, 
I have been tried for murder, convict¬ 
ed, sentence*!, and the first atep of 
tny execution up*n Hay seventh, 
namely, the reading of my death war¬ 
rant. has been carried out, and It now 
teems a fitting time, If ever, to make 
knowh the details of the twenty-sev¬ 
en murders, of which it would be use¬ 
less to longer say I am not guilty, In 
the face of the overwhelming amount 
of proof that has been brought to¬ 
gether, not only In one but In each and 
every ca 3 e; and because In this con¬ 
fession I speak only of cases that have 
been thus investigated and of no oth¬ 
ers, I trust It will not give rise to a 
supposition that 1 am still guilty of 
other murders which I am withhold¬ 
ing. 

To those inclined to think thus, I will 
fay that the detectives have gone over 
tny entire life, hardly a day or an 
act bae escaped their closest scrutiny, 
and to judge that I am guilty of 
more than the«e cases which they 
have traced out Is to cast discredit up¬ 
on their work. So marvelous has been 
the success of these men into whose 
hands the proving of my guilt wa&j 
given* that as 1 look back upon their 
year's work It seems almost Impassi¬ 
ble that men gifted with only 
human intelligence could have been 
eo skillful, and I feel that I can here 
call attention to what the prosecution ! 
at the close oT my trial was denied the ] 



pleasure concernlhsf their 

ability, thourh no words of mine can 
fittingly express wl>at the world at 
large owes to these impartls.l and un¬ 
tiring representatives, and more espe¬ 
cially to Assistant District Attorney - 
Barlow and Detective Frank Geyer 
end to #, Da Forrest Ferry, of the Fi¬ 
delity Mutual DUe Association o i Phil¬ 
adelphia; for it Is principally owing 
to their unerring Judgment, skill and 
>ei*$everence that in a few days I am 
to be forever placed beyond the power 
of commuting other, and, perhaps. If 
possible, more horrid wrongs, Surely 
justice. If attended by such servants 
as these could ho longer, In the sOnse 
of making ^stakes, be appropriately | 
portrayed as being blind, 

I am moved to make this confession I 
for a variety of reasons, but among 
them are not those of bravado or a | 
da-stre to parade my wrongdoings be- • 
fore the public gaze, and he who reads 
the following lines will, I heg, make 
a distinction between such motives 
and a determination upon my part to 
enter plainly and minutely into the 
details of each case without favor 
towards myself. And having done so 
I have chosen to make It public by 
publishing it in THE PHILADEL¬ 
PHIA INQUIRER. 

A w r ord aa to the motives or causes 
that have led to the commission of 
these many crimes and I will proceed 
to the mest difficult and distasteful 
task of my life, the setting forth In 
all its horrid nakedness the recital 
of the Premeditated killing of twenty- 
eeven human beings and the unsuc¬ 
cessful attempts to take the Uvea of 
Blx others, thus branding irtyaelf as 
the moat detestable criminal of mod¬ 
ern tlmea^a task so hard and dlsJ 




tasteful that beside It the certainty' 
that In a few days I am to be hanged 
by the neck until I am dead seems but 
* pastime. 

Acquired homicidal mania, all other 
Cause®, save tha occasional opportu¬ 
nity tor pecuniary grain having by otn- 
ers been excluded for me. Is the only 
constant cause, and in advancing" it 
at this time I do not do so with the 
expectation of a mitigation of public 
Condemnation, or that it will in any 
way react In my favor. Had this been 
my intention I should have considered 
it at tha time of my. trial, and had it 
used as my defense. 

AH criminologists who have exam¬ 
ined me here seem to be uwinlmous In 
the opinions they have formed, al¬ 
though one Inexplicable condition pre¬ 
sents Itself, vis?.: that while commit¬ 
ting the crimes these symptoms were 
not present, but commenced to de¬ 
velop after my arrest, 

Ten years ago I was thoroughly ex¬ 
amined by four men of marked ability 
and b> them pronoujiced &a being 
both mentally and physically a nor¬ 
mal and healthy man. To-day I ha\*e 
every attribute of a degenerate—a 
moral idiot. Is It possible that the 
crimes, instead of being tl)e result of 
these abnormal conditions, are in 
themselves the occasion of the degen¬ 
eracy? 

Kven at the time of my arrest in 
1S94 no defects were noticeable under 
the searching Sertlllon system of 
measurements to which T was subject¬ 
ed, but later, and more noticeably 
within the past few months, these de¬ 
fects have Increased with startling 
rapidity, as Is made known .to me by 
each succeeding examination until I 
have become thankful that I am no 







longer allowed a glass with which to 
note my vapidly deteriorating condi¬ 
tion, though nature,, ever kind* pro¬ 
vides in this, as in the ordinary forms 
of insanity where the sufferer believes 
himself always sane, so that, unless, 
called to my attention, I do not notice' 
my Infirmity nor suffer * therefrom. 
The principal defects that have thus 
far developed and which are all estab¬ 
lished signs of degeneracy, are a de¬ 
cided prominence upon one side of my 
head and a corresponding diminution 
upon the other sido; a marked defi¬ 
ciency of one side of my nose and of 
one ear. together with an abnormal ln~ 
crease of each upon the opposite side; 
a dliferenco of one and one-half Inches 
in the length of my arms and an equal 
shortening of one leg from knee to 
heel; alse a most malevolent distortion 
of one side of my face and of one eye— 
so marked and terrible that la writing 
of It for publication. Hall Caine* al¬ 
though I wore a beard at the time to 1 
conceal it as best I could, described 
that sld# of my face a,s marked by a 
deep line of crime and being that of 
a dcvU~so apparent that an expert 
criminologist In the employ of th<* 
United States Government who had 
never previously seen me sal* within 
thirty seconds after entering' my cell: 
"I know you are guilty/' 

Would it not, then, be the height of 
folly for me to die without speaking, 
lr only for the purpose of Justifying 
these scientific deductions and ac¬ 
crediting what is due to those to whom 
society oxves so much for bringing me 
to Justice? 

The first taking of human life that ia 
attributed to me Is in th& case of Ur, 
Robert Leacock, of Now Baltimore, 





Mi£h„ a, friend and former school] 
mate. I knew that his Ilf© was in¬ 
sured for a lar^e sum and after en¬ 
ticing him to Chicago I killed him by 
; giving him an overwhelming dose of* 
laudanum. >fy subsequently taking] 
his dead body from place to place In 
and about Grand Rapids, Mlch„ as has 
been so often printed heretofore, and 
the r*f,k anrl excitement attendant 
upon tho collection of the forty thou¬ 
sand dollars of insurance, were very 
insignificant matters compared with 
the torturing thought that ^ had taken 
human Hfe. This, It will be under¬ 
stood. was before, by constant wrong¬ 
doing. I had become wholly deaf to the 
promptings of conscience, for prior t» 
this death, which occurred In. 1886, I 
beg to be believed in stating that I had! 
never sinned he.avily either by! 
thought or deed. Later,. Ifko th* man- 
eating tiger of the tropical jungle, 
whose appetite for blood once been 
aroused, I roamed about the world 
seeking Whom I could destroy, Think 
of the awful Hat that follows. Twenty- 
seven lives, men and women, young 
girls and Innocent children, blotted 
j out by one manster's hand, and you, 

I m3' reader of a tender and delicate na¬ 
ture. wdl do well to read no further, I 
for I will in no way spare myself, and 
he who reads to the end. tf he be 
charitable, will. In the words of the 
restrict Attorney at my trial, when 
the evidence of all these many crimes 
had been eallentod and placed before 
him by hig trusty assistants, exclaim: 
“Ood hHp such a man!" If unchaii- 
table or only lust will he not rather 
say: "May he be utterly damned,” 
and that it is almost sufficient to 
cause #ne to doubt Ihe wisdom of 
Providence that such a man should 
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Have eo long been allowed to live. If 
SO I earnestly pray that this condem¬ 
nation and censure may not extend 
to those whose only crime has bean 
that they knew and trusted, aye in 
some Instances, loved me, and who to¬ 
day are more deserving of the world’s 
compassion than censure. 
l My second victim was Dr, Russell, 

| a tenant in the Chicago building re¬ 
cently renamed “The Castle.** BurSng 
( a. controversy concerning the non-pay¬ 
ment of rent due me, I struck him to 
the floor with a heavy chair, when 
[ he, with one cry for help, ending in a 
groan of anguish, ees.sed to breathe. 
This quarrel and death occurred in a 
©mall outer office, and as soon ©a I 
realized that my blow had been a fa¬ 
tal one and t had recovered some¬ 
what from the horror of having still 
another victim’s blood upon my hands, 

I was forced to look about for some 
safe means of concealing the crime. I j 
locked the doors of the office, and ! 
my flrst intention was to dispose of 
the body to a Chicago medical col¬ 
lege, from one of whose officers I had 
previously obtained dissecting mate¬ 
rial, a© they believed, but In reality 
to be used In insurance work. I 
found it difficult, if not impossible, to 
thus dispose of it, and was directed 
to call upon a party to whom I sold 
the bodies and whose name I with¬ 
hold, but I have confessed his name 
to parties in whom, I have confidence. 

To him I sold this man's body, as 
well as others at later dates, In short, 
in this writing, in each Instance when 
the manner of the disposal of their 
remains Is not otherwise specified, it 
will be understood that they were 
turned over to him. hs paying me 
from $23 to $45 for each body, and 



right easily coiild he, during the r£«| 
cent investlgatlonsj go from room to 
room In the building when each m-s 
more or less grewsomely familiar to 
him. It is hot necessary for me to 
add that the efforts of his friends to 
shield him when it became ovident 
that he had talked too freely for his 
own safety should not have saved 
him from being compelled to turn 
over the remains of these persons for 
decent burial or to point out the va¬ 
rious museums where they were 
sold. 

The third death was to a certain 
extent due to a criminal operation. A 
man and woman were cognizant of 
and partially responsible for both the 
operation and the des:th. The victim 

is Mrs. #ulia L* Connor. A refer¬ 
ence to almost any newspaper of 
] August, 1S95, will give the minute de¬ 
tails of the horrors of this case, as they 
were worked out by. the detectives, 
therefore making it unnecessary to 
repeat It here, save to add that the 
death of the child Pearl, her little 
daughter, who is the fourth victim, 
was caused by poison, and that the 
man and woman above referred to 
were equally responsible with myself 
for its administration, although It was 
at my Instigation that it was done, 
as I believed the child was old 
enough to remember of her mother's 
sickness and death. They wished, at 
first, to place the child In the care 
of their aged parents, who lived south 
of the city, but were overruled by my 
opposition. Owing to the suddenness 
of the third death, a certain note of 
considerable value, well secured by 
property south of the Castle, was 
uncollectible, and at tho time of my 
death it will be sent to such of her 







relatives as It may appear have tbe 
greater right to receive It. 

| The fifth murder, that of Jtodgers, 
of West Morgantown, Ve., occurred In 
1888. at which time I was boarding i 
there for a few weeks. Learning that I 
the man had some money I Induced 
,him to go upon a fishing trip with 
me, and, being successful in allaying 
his suspicions, I finally ended his life 
by a sudden blow upon the head with 
an oar. The body was found about 
a month thereafter, but I was not 
suspected until aftef my trial here, 
and even then by a fortunate circum¬ 
stance succeeded in having the report 
publicly denied, but did not succeed 
in changing the opinion of fifty or 
more persons living in the town who 
had recognized my picture in the 
I dally papers. 

The sixth case is that of Charles 
I Cole, a Southern speculator. After 
considerable correspondence this man 
came to Chicago, and I enticed him 
into the Castle, where, while I was 
engaging him in coriversatlon, a con¬ 
federate struck him a most vicious 
blow upou the head with a piece of 
gss pipe. So heavy was the blow \t 
not only caused his death without a 
groan and hardly a movement, but it 
crushed his skull to such an extent 
that his body was almost useless to 
the party who bought the body. This 
is the first instance In which I knew 
this confederate had committed mur¬ 
der, though in several other Instances 
he was fully as guilty as myself, and, 
If possible, more heartless and blood¬ 
thirsty, and I have no doubt is still 
engaged In the same nefarious work, 
and If so Is probably aided by a Chi¬ 
cago business man. 









A domestic, mmei Lizzie, was the 
seventh victim. She, for a time, work¬ 
ed In the Castle resta urant and I so*n 
leamed that Quinlan was Paying her 
too close attention and fearing lest 
it should progress so far that it would 
necessitate his leaving my employ I 
thought it wise to en€ the life of the % 
girl. This I did by calling her to my 
•fflce and suffocating her in the vault 
of which so much has since been print¬ 
ed, she being the iirst victim that died 
therein. Before her death I compelled 
her to write letters to her relations 
and to Quinlan, stating that she had 
left Chicago for & .Western State and 
should not return. A few months agi 
the prosecution, believing frem cer¬ 
tain letters* purporting to have been 
written by her that she was alive, at 
once showed me t^eir willingnee® to 
give me a fair trial by having this! 
publicly known, she being a witness 
that X could have used to great ad-"■ 
vantage In the Pltezel case, here. 

The eighth, ninth and tenth cases 
are Mrs. Sarah Cook, her unborn child, 
and Mls» Mary Haracamp, of Hamil¬ 
ton, Canada, In 1SSS Mr. Frank C#ok 
became a tenant in the Castle. He was 
engaged to be married to a young lady 
living at some distance from Chicago 
who later came there and was married 
te him In my presence, by the Rev. Dr. 
Taylor, of Englewood, Ill. They kept 
house in the Castle, wd for a time I 
boarded with them. Shortly Miss 
Mary Haracamp, of Hamilton, a niece 
of Mrs. Barah Cook, came to Chicago 
and entered my employ as a stenog¬ 
rapher, But Mrs. Cook and her niece 
had access to all the rooms by means 
•f a master key and one evening while 
I was busily engaged preparing my 
last victim for shipment, the door sud- 


















denly opened and they stoo<J fcefone me. 
It was a time for Quick action, rather 
than for words of explanation upon my 
part, and before they had recovered 
from the horror of the sight, they 
were w’lthin the fatal vault, so lately 
tenanted by the dead body, and then, 
after waiting a letter at my dictation 
to Mr. Gook that they had tired of 
their life wdth him and had gone away 
not expecting to return, their lives 
w T ere sacrificed Instead of giving them 
their liberty in exchange for their 
promise to at once and forever leave 
Cliicag**, which had been promised 
them in return for w’riting tbe letter. 
These w T ere particularly sad deaths, 
both on account of the victims being 
: exceptionally upright and virtuous w**- 
men and because Mrs. Sarah Cook, had 
she lived, w’ould have soon become a 
mother. Soon after this Miss Emmeline 
Clgrand, of Dwight, Ill., was sent to 
me by a Chicago typewriter Arm to 
fill the vacancy of stenographer. She 
had formerly been employed at Dwight 
where she had become acQualnted with 
a man who visited her from time to 
time Tvhile she "was in my employ. 
She was finally engaged to him and the 
day set for their wadding. This at- 
tfichmeMt was particularly obnoxious 
to me, both because Miss Clgrand had 
become almost indispensable in my of- 
flC£ work, and because she had become 
mistress as well as stenographer. 

I endeavored upon several occasions 
to take the life of the young man and 
falling In this I finally resolved that I 
would kill her Instead. $.nd upon the 
day of their wedding, even after cards 
had been sent out announcing that lt| 
had occurred, 6 hc cam® to my- office to 
hid me good bye. While there I asked 
her to step Inside the vault for some 
papers for me. There I detained her, 





telling her that )t she would write 
her hueband that at the last moment 
she had found that It would be impos¬ 
sible to live happily with him and con¬ 
sequently had left Chicago in such a 
way that search for her would be use¬ 
less. I would take her to a distant city' 
and live openly with her as my wife. 
She was very willing to do this and 
prepared to leave the vault upon com¬ 
pleting the letter only to learn that the 
door would never be again opened un¬ 
til she had ceased to suffer the tort-i 
ures of a slow and lingering death. 

Then follows an unsuccessful at¬ 
tempt to commit a triple murder for 
the $00 that my agent for disposing 
of "stiffs" would have given mo for 
the bodies of the Intended victims, 
who were three young women working 
In my restaurant upon Milwaukee 
avenue, Chicago. That these women 
lived to tell of their experience to the 
police last summer Is due to my fool¬ 
ishly trying t» chloroform all of them 
at one and the same time* By their 
combined strength they overpowered 
me and ran screaming Into the street, 
clad only In their night robes. I was 
arrested next day, but was not prose¬ 
cuted. To this attempt to kill could 
very Justly be added my attempt to 
take the lives of Mrs. I^tteze! and two 
of her children at a later date, thus 
making the total number of my vic¬ 
tims Instead of 27> as it was 
through no fault of mine that they es¬ 
caped. 

My next attempt was carried out 
with more caution. The victim was a 
very beautiful yaung woman named 
Roslne Van Jas^nd, whom I induced 
to come into my fruit and confection¬ 
ery store, and, once within my power, 
I compelled her to live with me there 
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for a time, threatening her with death j 
if she appeared before any of my cus¬ 
tomers. A little later I killed her by 
administering farro-oyanide of ♦potas¬ 
sium, The location of this store was. 
such that it would have been hazard¬ 
ous to have sent out a large bo* con¬ 
taining a body, and I therefore burled 
her remains in the store basement, 
and from day to day during" the rv- 
<ent Investigation at the Castle I ex¬ 
pected to bear that excavations had 
been made there as well. 

Robert Latimer, a man who had for 
some years been in my employ as Jan- 
fitor, wa? my next victim. Several 
| years previous, before I ha$ ever tak- . 
len htiman life, ho had known of cer¬ 
tain Insurance work I had engaged in, 
and when. In after years, he sought 
to extort money from me, his own 
death and the sale of his bsdy was the 
recompense meted out to him. I con¬ 
fined him..within the secret room and 
slowly starved him to death. Of this 
room and its secret gas supply and 
mufaed windows and doors, suifleient 
has already been printed. Finally, 
needing Its use fsr another purpose 
and because his pleadings ha4 become 
almost unbearable, I ended his life. 

I The partial excavation In the walls 
of this room feund by the police was 
oaused by Latimer's endeavoring to 
j escape by tearing away the solid 
brick and mortar with his unaided 
Sngers. 

The fourteenth case is that of Miss 
Anna Betts, a,nd was caused by my 
^purposely substituting a poisonous 
drug in a prescription that had been 
sent to my drug store to be com¬ 
pounded, believing that it was known 
that I was a physician* I should be 




call® In L. witness her death, as she 
lived very near the store. This was 
not the case, however, as the regular 
physician was In attendance at the 
time. The prescription, still on Tile at 
the Castle drug store, should lie con¬ 
sidered by> the authorities If they still 
are inclined to attribute this death to 
^causes that reilect upon Miss Betts' 
moral character. 

The death of Miss Gertrude Conner, 
?cf Muscatine, Jowa, though not the 
next in order of occurrence, Is so simi¬ 
lar to the last that a description of oner 
suffices for both, save in this case 
Miss Conner left Chicago immediately, 
but did not die until she had reached 
'her home at Muscatine. Perhaps 
'these two cases show more plainly 
than any others the light regard I had 
for the lives of my fellow-beings. 

The sixteenth murder is that of Miss 
Kate -, of Omaha, a youug wom¬ 

an owning much valuable real estate 
in Chicago, where I hctetl as her agent. 
This was at the time so graphically 
described by a laeal tvmlter—as ^hen 
I was allowed to held property unden 
one name, act as notary public under 
another and carry on a general busi¬ 
ness under still another title. I caused 
Miss Kate - to believe that a fa¬ 

vorable opportunity had come f#r her 
to convert her holdings inte cash, and, 
having acombllshed this for her, she 
came to Chicago and I paid her the 
money, taking a receipt in full for 
same, and thus protected myself in 
the event of an Inquiry at a later date. 
I asked her to look about my offices 
and finally to look within the vault, 
and, having once passed that fatal 
door, she never came forth alive. She 
did not die at once, however, and her 
3 itger when iirst she realized that she 






Was deprived ot per liberty. then Her 
offer of the entire forty thousand dnl~ 
Tars in exchange for same and finally 
ber prayers are something' terrible to 
remember. It was stated that I had 

also killed a sister of Miss Kate-, 

but I think this report haa already 
been contradicted. 

The next death was that of a man 
named Warner, the originator of th 8 * 
Warner Glass Bending Company* and 
here sg3in a very large sum of money 
was realized, which prior to his death 
had been deposited In two Chicago 
banks, nearly all of which I secured 
by means of two checks made out and 
properly signed hy him for a small sum 
ea.ch. To these I later added the word 
thousand, and the necessary ciphers, 
and by passing them through the bank 
where I had a regular open account I 
promptly realized the money, gave a 
small amount not covered by the 
checks in th© Park National Bank, 
northwest oerner Dearborn and Wash¬ 
ington streets, In that city 8 It will be 
remembered that the remains of a, 
large kiln made of fire bn'ek was found 
in the Castle basement. It had been 
built under'fRr, Warner's supervision 
for the purpose of exhibiting his pat¬ 
ents. It was so arranged that in less 
than a minute after turning on a jet of 
crude oil atomized with J3te*m the en¬ 
tire kiln would be filled with a col- 
•rle»s flame, &o Intensely hot iron 
would be melted therein. It was into 
this kiln that I Induced Mr. Wanipj to 
go with me, under pretense of wishing 
certain minute explanations of tho 
process* and then stepping outside, as 
he believed to get some tools, I closed 
the door and turned on both the oil and 
steam to their full extent. In & short 
ftime not even the bones ot my victim 
remained. The ceat found outside the 
kiln was the one he took off before 
going therein. 

In Ifltl 1 associated myself In busi¬ 
ness with a young Englishman, whoso 




nafme I am mors tfian willing to pub¬ 
lish to the world, but I am advised It 

I could not be published on my unsup¬ 
ported statement, who by his own ad¬ 
mission, had been Guilty of all other 
forms of wrongdoing, save murder, 
and presumably of that as well. To 
manipulate certain real estate securi¬ 
ties we held so as to have them secure 
us a good commercial rating was an 
easy matter for him and he was equal¬ 
ly able to Interest certain English cap¬ 
italists in patents so that for a tima 
it seemed that in the near future our 
greatest concern would be how T to dis¬ 
pose of the money thaf seemed about 
t» be showered upon us. By an un¬ 
foreseen occurrence our rating was de¬ 
stroyed and it became necessary to at 
once raise a large sum and this waa 
done by my partner enticing to Chi¬ 
cago a wealthy banker named Ttod- 
gers from a North Wisconsin town in 
such a manner that he could have left 
no Intelligence with whom his business 
w’as to be. To ca use him to go to the 
Castle and within the secret room un¬ 
der the pretense that our patents were 
there was easily brought about, more 
so thkn to force him to sign checks 
and drafts for seventy thousand dol¬ 
lars, which. we had prepared. At first 
he refused to de so> sta ting that his lib¬ 
erty that we offered him in exchange 
would be useless to him without his 
money, that he was too old to again, 
hope to mak^ another fortune; finally I 
hy alternately starving him and nau¬ 
seating? him with the gas he was ma^e 
to sign the securities, all of which 
were converted into money and by my 
partner's skill as a forger in such 'a, 
manner ah to leave no trace of their 
having passed through our hands. I 
waited with much curiosity to see what 
propositions my partnerwould advance 
for the disposal of our Prisoner, as I 
w’ell knew he, no more than I, con¬ 
templated giving him his liberty. My 
partner evidently waited wdth equal 



exi-Kictancy for me to suggest wHail 
should be done, and I UnaHy made 
Preparation to allow him to leave the 
building’, thus forcing him to suggest 
that he be killed. I would only con¬ 
sent t# this upon the condition that he 
should administer the chloroform, and 
leave me to dispose of the body asm? 
part of the work. In this way I was 
enabled to keep him In ignorance of 
my dealings with the medical college 
agent. That evening this largo sum 
of money was equally divided between 
us, and my partner went to the Pal¬ 
mer House, where he wa» well Known, 
and passed the night at cards with 
three other men, and at It o'clock the 
next morning came to the office to bor¬ 
row $ltO with which to redeem his ov¬ 
ercoat, watch and rings that he had 
Itft t» secure a f.nai strtkc. 

So much hag already been written of 
my own extravagancies and wrong 
methods of living that I can add 
little to what the detectives have 
already pointed out, sa^e to say 
that during these years, reckoning 
on4y the amount of money which 
they kave discovered taat I de¬ 
frauded others of, and as It Is 
known to them that when I was ar¬ 
rested I had very little money. It Is 
evident that my disbursements were 
*ver tc-n thousand, dollars her month. 

The nineteenth case ip that of a wo¬ 
man, whose name has passed fr#m my 
mem«iy, who came to the Castle res¬ 
taurant to beard. A tenant of mine 
at the time ltmoediateiy became very 
much Infatuated with the woman, who 
he learned was a widow and wealthy. 
This tenant was married, and his wife 
occasionally came to the restaurant 
when this boarder was there, which 
did not tend to decrease a family quar¬ 
rel that for quite a time had threat¬ 
ened this tenant's family with dls- - 
ruptiom Finally he cam* t* me fer 
advice, and I was very willing to have 
him in say power In order that I could 
later use him in my work if need bo. 

I suggested that he live with the wo- 






man in the Castle fbr a tl&ie, andTlater, 
if his life became unpleasant to him, 
we would 1U11 her and divide her 
wealth. Soon, lie suggested it was time 
to take his companion's life. This was j 
done by my administering chloro¬ 
form while he controlled her violent 
struggles. It was the body of this 
woman within the I#ng coffin-shaped 
box that was taken from the Castle 
late in IS0&, of which the police were 
notified. 

The Williams sisters come next. In 
order that these deaths may be more 
fully understood It is necessary for 
me to state that what has been saJcl 
by Miss Minnie R, Williams' Southern 
relatives regarding her pure and 
Christian life should be believed; als«, 
that prior to her meeting me in I8’98 
the was a virtuous woman, thus ren¬ 
dering truthful the statements of Mr. 
Charles Goldthwaite* of Boston, that 
he had never kntwn her other than 
as an intimate friend of his wife, and 
that in June, 1S£>3, he did not wire her 
a considerable sum of m»ney to Chi¬ 
cago in response to a demand for some 
from her; that she was not tempora¬ 
rily insane at a hotel opposite the 
Pullmaai Building, Chicago, May 20- 
23, 1803; was not a little later secluded 
within the Baptist Hospital at Chicago 
under the name of Pdrs. Williams, and > 
still later at a retreat in Milwaukee; 
and that she did not lull her sister 
and threaten to kill a nurse having her 
in charge at 12:20 Wrightwtod avenue, 
Chicago. All these statements it gives 
me a certain amount of satisfaction 
to retract, thereby undoing so far as 
I can these additional wrongs I have 
heaped up«n her name. 

I first met Miss Minnie R. Williams 
in New York in bStSS. where she knew 
me as .Edward Hatch and later under 
the same name in Denver, as has been 
testified by certain young women 
who recognized my photograph. Ear¬ 
ly in ISmJ I was again introduced to 
her as H, II. Holmes In the office of 
Campbell & Dowd, of Chicago, to 
whom she h:id ’allied for them to 
secure her a position as a stenogra¬ 
pher. So#n after entering my employ 
I induced her to give ms $2r>#0 In 







money and to transfer to me by deed 
$rmX)0 worth of Southern real estate 
, and a little late r to live with me as 
my wife, all this being easily accom¬ 
plished owing to her innocent and 
child-like nature, she hardly know- 
ing right frorfr wrong In such mat¬ 
ters. Thereafter I succeeded in se¬ 
curing two checks from her for 
$2500 and $lfliOG each, and I also 
learned that she had a sister Nannie 
in Texas who was an heir to some 
property and induced Miss Minnie 
Williams t« have her come to Chicago 
upon a visit- Upon her arrival I met I 
her at the depot and took her* to tne 
Castle, telling her Miss Minnie Will¬ 
iams wasr there. It was an easy mat¬ 
ter to force her to assign to me all she 
possessed- After that she was imme¬ 
diately killed in order that n# one in 
or about the Castle should know of 
her having been there save the man 
who burned her clothing. It was the 
foot-print of Nannie Willl^ms^ as 
later demonstrated by that most as¬ 
tute lawyer and detective, Mr. Copps, 
of Fort Worth, that was found upon 
the painted surface of the vault door 
made during her violent struggles 
before her death. It was also easy 
to give to Miss Minnie Williams a de¬ 
layed letter, stating that her sister’s 
proposed visit had been given up and 
also by intercepting later letters and 
substituting others to keep her from 
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learning that the slater hAd left the 
South. Having secured all the money 
and property Hiss Williams had It 
was ti me that she were killed. Owing 
to a fire that had occurred la the 
Castle I was unable to resort to the 
usual methods In taking her life, r^d, 
after s*me delay, took her to Mo- 
menee, HI., afrout November Ip, 1893, i 
registering at»a hotel near the post- 
office under an assumed name, hut as 
man and wife. My Intention was to 
quietly kill her In some sure manner, 
but s. freight wreck that occurred 
upon the outskirts of the town the 
day following my arrival there, 
which, #ut of curiosity, I vtaited, 
brought me In contact with a pas¬ 
senger conductor named Peck, who 
knew me, and I therefore abandoned 
1 it, but later returned and took her 
eight miles east of M*mence upon a 
freight line that is little used, and 
emded her life with polsan and buried 
her body ln r t he basement of the house 
spoken of at about the time of the [ 
Irvington discovery in lS9o- It was a k 
great winder that the body was not 
found at that time if the detectives 
in reality went to that location. Noth¬ 
ing would at the present time give 
me so much satisfaction as to know 
that her body had been properly 
burled, and I would be willing to give 
up the few remaining days I have to 
live if by doing this could be ac¬ 
complished. for, because of her spot¬ 
less life before she knew me, because 
of the large amount of money I de¬ 
frauded her of, because I killed her 
sister and brother, because not being 
satisfied with all this, I endeavored 
after my arrest to blacken her £o«d 
name hy charging her with the death 
of hor sister, and later w ith the Insti¬ 
gation of the murder of the three 
Pitezel children, endeavoring to have 
it believed that her motive for so do¬ 
ing” was to afford an avenue of es¬ 
cape for herself If ever apprehended 
f»r her sister's death, by pointing to 
her as a wholesale murderess, and, 
therefore, persumably guilty of the 
Mster’a death as well; for all these 
reasons this is without exception the 
saddest and most heinous of aiu 
my crimes. J 



























A man who came to Chicago to at¬ 
tend the Chicago Exposition, but 
whose name I cannot recall, was my 
next victim. The Chicago authorities 
cam, if they choose, learn the name by 
inquiries made of the Hartford Insur¬ 
ance Company, a Mr, Lasher, of the 
Stock Exchange Building; D. T. Dun- 
combe, Metropolitan Building, all of 
Chicago; a saehani door manufactur¬ 
ing company opposite the Deerlng, Illi¬ 
nois, Station, or F. L, Jones, a notary 
public at Indianapolis, at seme one of 
which places 1 hope either his name mr 
handwriting may have been preserved, 
thus affording a clue for identification 
by his friends, I determined to use 
this man in my various business deal¬ 
ings, and did so for a time, until I 
found he had not the ability I bad at 
I first thought he possessed, and I there¬ 
fore decided to kill him. This was 
done, but as I had not had any deal¬ 
ings with the “stiff" dealer for some 
time previous to this murder, I decided 
to bury the body in the basement 
of the house that I formerly owned 
hear the corner of Seventy-fourth and 
Honore streets, in Chicago, where, by 
digging dc ply in the sandy soil, the 
i body will be found. After Miss Wil¬ 
liam/?' death I found among her pa¬ 
pers an insurance policy made in her 
favor by her brother, Baldwin Wil¬ 
liams, of Leadvllle, Col, I therefore 
went to that city early in 1894, and, 
having found him, took his life by 
shooting him. It being believed I had 
done so in self-defense. A little later, 
when the assignment of the b*Iicy to 
which I had forged Miss Williams’ 
name was presented to John M. Max¬ 
well, of Leadville, the administrator of 
the Williams estate, it was honored 
and the money paWi. Both in this in¬ 
stance and that of a $1000 check giv en 
by Dr. Ttlman and checks aggregat- 
I Ing S2S00 by I. H. Hitt & Co., both of 
Chicago, inasmuch as the indorse¬ 
ments are forgeries, the Williams heirs 
can now recover these amounts, al¬ 
though it will be an undeserved hard¬ 
ship upon those who have once ad¬ 
vanced the money upon them. 

Benjamin F. Piteze! comes next, So 
much has already been printed (even 
in South Africa, where the case was 









recently driven considerable 
nence In a. local issue there) regarding 
tbis case that there will he little for 
me to tell, save the actual manner in. 
which his death was brought about. 

It will be understood that from the 
first hour of our acquaintance, even 
before I knew he had a family who 
would l&fer afford me additional vic¬ 
tims foi the gratification of my blood¬ 
thirstiness, I intended to kill him, and 
all my subsequent care *f him and his, 
as well as my apparent trust in him 
by placing In his name large amount* 
of property, were steps taken to gain 
his confidence and that of his family 
so when the time was ripe they would 
the more readily tall into my hand*. 
It seems almost incredible now as I 
look back that I could have expected 
to have experienced sufficient Satis¬ 
faction in witnessing their deaths to 
repay me for even the physical exer¬ 
tion that I had Put forth In their be¬ 
half during those seven lexis* years, to 
say nothing of the amount of money 
I had e^rpended for their welfare, over 
and above what I could have expected 
to receive from his comparatively 
small life Insurance. Tot, so It Is, and 
It furnishes a very striking illustration 
of the vagaries In which the huma.n 
mind will, under certain circumstances. 
Indulge; in comparison with which the 
seeking of burled treasure at the rain¬ 
bow’s end, the delusions of the ex¬ 
ponents of perpetual motion or the 
dreams of the haseMsch fiend aro 
sanity itself. Pltezel left his home for 
the last time late In July, 1804, a hap¬ 
py, light-hearted man, to whom trou¬ 
ble or discouragements of any kind 
were almost unknown. We then jour¬ 
neyed together to New York and later 
to Philadelphia, where the fathl house 
up*u CaliowhUl street in which he mot 
his death September 2, 1894 r was 
hired. Then came my writing to him 
the discouraging Tetters, purporting to 
be from his wife, causing him to again 
resort to drink. Then the waiting 
froth day to day until I should be eure 
of finding him in a drunken stupor at 
midday. This was an easy matter, as 
I was acquainted with his habits and 
so sure was I of finding him thus in¬ 
capacitated that when the day came 












upon which It was convenient for me 
to kill him, even before I went to his 
house I packed my trunk and mnde 
other arrangements to leave Philadel¬ 
phia. in a hurried flight immediately 
after his death. After thus preparing: 
I went to the house, bUletty unlocked 
| the door and stole noiselessly within 
and to the second storr room, where I 
found him insensibly drunk, as I had 
expected. But evert In this condition 
the question may be asked had I no 
fear that he might he only naturally 
asleep oi partially Insensible and 
therefore liable to at any moment 
come to his senses and defend him¬ 
self? I answer no, and that even had 
he done so my great strength would 
have enabled me to have stfll over- 
I powered him. 

Omy »ne difficulty presented Itself. 
it w$4 aece&sary tor la kill hi?} is, 

such a manner that no struggle or move¬ 
ment bf hii body should occur, other¬ 
wise his clothing' being in any way 
dfstplaced It would have been impossible 1 
(.* again put them in a normal condition. 

I overcame this d^ttculty by first bind¬ 
ing him hand and f»ot and having done 
this I proceeded to burn him alive by 
saturating his clotmng and his face 
wH.i benzine and igniting It with a 
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match, Sb horrible was this torture that 
in writing o£ tl 1 have been Tempted 
to attribute his dieath to Home more 
humane means^not with a wleh to spare 
myself, but because I fear that it will 
not be believed that one could be so 
heartless ami depraved, but *UCb a 
course would be useless,, for by exclu¬ 
sion, the authorities have determined 
for me that his death could «nly have 
occurred in this manner, no blow?* or 
bruises upon his body and no drug ad¬ 
ministered, save chloroform, which was 
not placed in his stomach until at least! 
3# minutes after his death, and to now : 
make a misstatement of the facts would 
only serve to dr .w out additional criti¬ 
cism from them. The least I can do 
is to spare my reader a recital of the 
vlcHm’s cries for mercy, his prayers 
and finally, his plea for a more speedy 
termination of his sufferings* all of 
which upun me had no effect. Finally, 
when he was dead I removed the straps 
and ropes that had bound him and ex¬ 
tinguished the flames and a little later 
poured into his stomach *ne and one- 
half ounces of chloroform* It has been 
asked why I did this after I knew that 
he was dead, what possible use it could 
have Served? My answer to this is that 
i I placed it there so that at the time 
of the po&t mortem examination, which 
I knew wtuld be held, the Coroner'e 
physician would bo warranted in re¬ 
porting that the death wa# accidental, 
and due to an explosion of a cleaning 
fluid, composed of benzine And chloro¬ 
form, and that the chloroform had at 
the time of the explosion separated from 
1 the benziue and passed Into his atom- 
Ach. and upon receipt Of eueh Intelli¬ 
gence I believed the insurance company 
wpuld at once pay the full amount of 
the claim. The chloroform did worse 
than this, however, and developed a 
1 condition of this body that in my lim¬ 
ited medical experience I have never 
seen or read of. and I mention It here 
as a fact of scientific interest, that I 
believe ts not generally known. It drove 
from his entire body tissue, brains anil 
viscera, all evidence of recent intoxiea- 
| tion tv> such an extent that the physi¬ 
cians v/ho examined the body after 
death were warranted in stating under 
oaih that there was no evidence of, and 






President Fouse, Fidelity Mutual In' 

surancc Company. 

they did hot believe the man was' 
drunk at the time of his death, »r 
within twelve hours* thereof. Tnat thby 
were wrong in making' such deduction* 
is proven by the well-known fact that 
all other testimony and circumstances 
&t my trial tended to show that he 
must have been insensible from liQuor* 
and that only in this condition could I 
have kill«d him; a fact so strongly 
brought out that the learned trial Judge 
In his argument# commented upon It 
at some length. After his death I gath¬ 
ered together various assignments of pa¬ 
tents and deed* to property he hab 
held for me that I had been careful 
to have him sign some day* before, 
Pb I should not suffer pecuniary loss. 

I also wrote the cipher message found 
by the insurance company among my 
papers after my arrest, imitating his 
handwriting, and after placing the body 1 
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Assistant District Attorney Barlow, 

fsverisli lu*t for blood by going to the 
graveyard where ho bad been buried and 
under pretense of securing certain por¬ 
tions of his body for microscopical exam¬ 
ination removed the same with a knife, 
and the heartless manner in which I did 
ibis and tbe evident gratification it af¬ 
forded me has leen most forcibly told 
by Mr. Smith uixm the witness stand. 
As an instance mi the infallibility of Jus¬ 
tice. as a triumph of right over wrong,, 
and of the general safety of condemns.-j 
tlon to death upon Circumstantial evi¬ 
dence alone ihia case Is destined to long 


In such a position that by a cunning 
ar angement of a window abutter upon 
the south side of the building the sun 
\yould be reflected upon hie face the 
I entire day, I left the house without the 
I slightest feeling' of remorse for my 
I terrible acts. 

For one month and she days thereafter, 
I took no human life, although about 
i three w eeks after ^Uezel’s death I was 
afforded an opportunity to gratify my 











re.mqin prominent as a warning: to tho£e 
viciously inclined that their only sale 
.course Is to avoid even tho appearance of 

evil. 

Two Questions that have been often 
asked I would answer—w T hy 414 I make 
no defence at my trial when by so do^ 
Ing X could lose nothing, and possihly 
i could have gained? I answer that after 
Detective Geyer'e Western Investigation, 
j which we pould not at that time in any 
| way refute, an4 in tho face of Dr, Leff- 
mann's learned statements to the effect 
that no one could or had ever beeh 
krrown to lose consciousness by chloro¬ 
form self-administered, provided they 
ha4 not first confined their movements. 
It would have been but a ^aste of my 
counsel's energies, and of my own, to 
have tried to con’V'ince the most im¬ 
partial juries that it was a case of sui¬ 
cide and not a murder. Is it to be won- 
i derM at that I hesitated before placing 
the 4efense suicide before a Jury com¬ 

posed. of men who had, with three ex¬ 
ceptions, stated under oath, before being 
passed upon by the court as competent, 
that they bad already formed opinions 
prejudiced to my Interests? The second 
Suestlon is, 41d Pltesel during hls eight 
years’ acquaintance and almost constant; 
association with me, know that Ip was a! 
multi-murderer, and If he did know wasj 
he a party to such crime? I answer that' 
he neither knew of nor was a p*rty to; 
tho taking of any human life* qjid I earn- ! 
estly bc;r that this statement may be 1 
believed, b«th in justice to hls memory 
and on account of the surviving mcm-i 
bei-s of his family. The worst acis he! 
ever participated in were dishonesties 
regarding properties and unlawful actsj 
bf trade. In which he al4ed me freely.] 
In support of my statement that he was 
not cognizant of any of the gra ver crimes 
which 1 have freely confessed herein 
I will mention one 4f many Instances al¬ 
ready known to the authorities, vl*.; 
that £ ox XuoAths previous to his doatk 
he had planned openly with his wife that 
their danghter Alice should spend a year 
at a school he believed Miss Williams in¬ 
tended to open near Boston, and these 
plans were of such a nature that Mrs. 
Pltezel knows he was not dccoivlng her. 
He would not have^made these arrange- 






r tfi'enta. and there would have be^vi no 
occasion for him to have deceived his 
own family. If he believed Mls;s Williams 
was not alive. 

’ The Irvington, Indiana, tragedy Is 
next. Upon the I«t day of October, 
1894, I took the three Pttezel children to 
the Circle House in Indianapolis, where 
1 engaged permanent board for them un¬ 
til such a time as I could kill one or 
more of them, Upon the evening of that 
day I went to 8t. Louis, where I remain¬ 
ed until October 4, busily engaged In 
settling up the insurance matter with 
McDonald and Howe, the attorneys. Dur¬ 
ing this time I also called upon the 
agent or owner of the Irvington House, 
ThL^ was my first incautious step, and 
was destined to fasten crime upon me, 
for later when the detectives learned that 
I made this call upon tho dat$ that 
they knew the Insurance eettlement took 
place, they ns longer hesitated In stat¬ 
ing that 1, and I alone, could have 
murdered the boy. Upon October 4, 
I returned to Indianapolis, and later in 
the same day went to Franklin, Indiana, 
which la situated south of Indianapolis, 
While Irvington tg east thereof, Franklin 
to Irvington representing the liyjmthe- 
nuflt of a triangle—Franklin to Indian¬ 
apolis and Indianapolis to Irvington tho 
twe shorter sides—so that one coulril 
go from Franklin to Irvington direct 
without making the longer journey via 
Indianapolis. On October 5th the rent 
of the house was paid and at about 9 
A. M. October 6th I called u*on Dr. 

I Thompson at Irvington for the kevs, 
f he having hecn a former occupant. At 
5 o’clock upon the same day 1 called 
upon Mr. Brown at Irvington to engage 
him to make some repairs upon the 
house, and upon his appearing indliferent 
I became very angry with him and my 
only wonder Is that I did not entice 
him to the house and kill him also. 
This small circumstance aided In bring- 
l lng the crime home t o me when it was 
made known to the detectives and con- 
aldered by them In connection with many 
other complaints of my violent and un- 
governahle temper that had come to 
their knowledge. On October T I called 
at the Irvington drug store and pur¬ 
chased the drugs I beeped t<? kill Uie 
boy and the following evening I again 






went to the same store and 'bought an 
additional supply, as I feared I had not 
tbtained a sufficient quantity u*on my 
first visit. My next step was to secure 
the furniture for the house. This wa.S 
done upon October 8. late tn the after* 
^oon, at such an hour that made it im¬ 
possible for the shore owner to deliver 
them, and aa I wiabed to stay at Ir¬ 
vington that night I hired a conveyance 
and Carted the goods to the house my¬ 
self. keeping the horse there until the 
next dIt was also upon tbe SUi, 
early In the forenoon, that I went to 
the repair shop for the long knives I 
had previously left there to be sharpened. 
Early in the afternoon of October 19th 
I had the boy's trunk and a stove I 
had bought taken to the depot, and they 
arrived at the Irvington house at about 
6 P« M. t at which time Mr. Moreman 
was the last person who saw the boy 
alive, for* almost Immediately I called 
him Into the house and insisted that 
he go to bed at once, first giving him 
the fatal dose of medicine. As soon ns 
he had ceased to breathe I cut hie body 
Into pieces that would pass through the 
door of the stove and by the combined 
use of gas and corncobs proceeded to 
burn it with as little feeling as J tho it had 
been some Inanimate object. If X could 
now recall one circumstance, a dollar of 
money to be gained, a disagreeable act 
or tfQrd upon bis part, in juatldcatlcn 
of this horrid crime, it would be a. sat¬ 
isfaction to me; but to think that I 
committed this and cither crimes for the 
pleasure of killing my fellow beings, to 
, hear their cries for mercy and pleas 
to bo allowed even sufficient time to piay 
[ and prepare for death—all this Is now too 
! horrible for even me. hardened crimi¬ 
nal that I am, to again live over without 
a shudder. I* it to be wondered at 
that since mey arrest my days ha ve been 
those of a elf-reproaching torture, and my j 
nights of sleepless fear? Or that even 
before my death. I have commenced to 
assume the form and features of tho 
evil one himself. 

After I had finished the cremation of 
my victim I made the excavation in 
which tbfc few remaining portions were 
found at the time the horror Was brought 
to light, which together with the stove 




and other evidences of my wrong-doings, 
woTe brought here to Philadelphia at 
the time of my trial to mock me In my 
efforts to Save my life. Then after 
I had removed the blood and other evi¬ 
dences of the crime, *,nd had burned the 
contents of the trunk. I went 
to the office of Powell & Harter, at 
Iodfanapells, for my mail; from there 
to the hotel for the other two children, j 
wnom I took at once to Chicago. I 
Immediately returned to the Irvington 
House, and was seen there by Mr. Arm¬ 
strong, a teamster, or such. In time tua 
to have maie it a foolish act for mo to 
have persisted In saying that It was 
gone ether paresm whom he saw. My 
Identification in Chicago by a women 
with whom the.children hoarded and by 
the station agent at Milwaukee, and 
later at Adrian, Mich., all show the use¬ 
lessness of trying to escape from one* 
self or from the responsibility of one's 
wrong acts. 

In Detiiilt I hired a house and made an 
excavation In the basement, where I 
left a note In own handwriting, all 
of which I hastened to tell the detectives 
as soon as I was arrested, so that by 
taelr going to the house and finding 
both the excavation and the note they 
would not be inclined to prosecute a 
similar search In Toronto or other 
pl&ces, 

I now, with much reluctance, come to 
the discussion of the twenty-sixth and 
twenty-seventh m'Tders. The victims 
were Alice and Kellie Pttezel, whose 
deaths will seem to many t* bo the sad¬ 
dest of sill, b4th on account of the terribly 
heartless manner in which it was ac¬ 
complished. and because In one instance, 
that ef Alice, the oldest of fheae Clilld- 
i ren, her death waB the least of tho 
witmgs suffered at my hands. Here 
again I am tempted to either page the 
matter by without speaking of it, or to 
altogether deny it, but to what purpose? 
at Is publicly known and was freely 
commented ugon at my trial, and to deny 
it now would only servo tho double 
purpose of breaking my resolution to 
hoj* nothing in reserve, and of causing 
many who are somewhat familiar with 
the details of tho different cases to clla- 







Relieve me in oiher matters; moreover, 
the testimony already given by Mrs, 
Aotlia Allcorn, and the opinion of Cor¬ 
oner Ashbrldge and a Mr. Perry, who 
kn«w the mental condition of the child 
upon the following day, would. If called 
for, be sufficient to decide the matter. 
These children, after boarding In Betrolt 
for about on« week, reached Toronto, 
October 10, and were taken to the Al¬ 
bion Hotel, where they boarded until 
they wore killed. Upon October 2# I hired 
the Vincent street house. having the 
lease made In the name of H, M. Howard, 
iu order to avert suspicion as much as 
possible In case an Investigation fol¬ 
lowed. Between 5 and 0 P. M, the same 
day I took a large empty trunk to the 
house and then passed the following 
day at Niagara Falls, On the 22d I 
bought and bad taken to the house 
me furniture, stove and bedding, and 
on the 23d, the chlliren went to the 
house for a few hours. The 24th was 
passed In other parts of the city, but 
upon tho 2&th. the fatal day of these 
deaths, they were seen at the house at 
1 P. M., and a little later they ac¬ 
companied me to several clothing stores 
an«l finally at 4 P. M., while they were 
in a restaurant near-by I entered a large 
store In which I believed I should meet 
Mrs, PJtezel, holding in my hands some 
heavy winter underwear I hai bought 
for the little boy already dead. Of this 
meeting Mrs. Pltezel bas said: 

"I believe my children were at that 
tlmo In that store with me." 

I lmmeilateiy took them to the Vln-1 
cent street house and compelled them 1 
to both get within the large trunk, | 
through the cover of which X made a 
small opening. Here I left them until 
I coujd return and at my leisure kill 
them. At t" P. M. I borrowed a sipade of 
a neighbor and at the same-time called 
on Mrs. Pltezell at her hotel. I then 
returned to my hotel and ate my dinner, 
and at 7.M P. M. went again to Mrs. 
PftezeTs hotel, and aided her In leaving 
Toronto for Ogdensjburg, N. Y. Ivatcr 
I than 8.0# P. M, I again returned to the 
house where the children were imprison¬ 
ed, and ended their lives by connecting 
the gas with the trunk, then came the 
openfng of the trunk nnd tho viewing of 






holmes closing the vault on a victim 






























































































THE VINCENT STREET HOUSE, TORONTO WHERE ALICE AND 
NELLIE PITE2EL WERE MURDERED 





















THE STOVE AND FALSE SAFE IN THE CASTLE 











































HOLMES MURDERING ALICE AND NELLIE PITEZEL IN THE TRUNK 
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their little blackened and distorted faces, 
then the digging of their shallow graves 
In the basement of the heuse, the ruth¬ 
less stripping off of their clothlng p and the 
burial wlthaut a particle of covering 
Save the cold eaxth, which I faeaoed 
upon them with fiendish dellsht Con¬ 
sider what an awful act this was! 7*hese 
little Innocent and helpless children, the 
oldest only being 13 years of age, a puny 
and sickly child, who to look at one 
would believe much younger; consider 
that for efght years before their death 
I had been almost as much a father 
as though they had been my own chil¬ 
dren, thus giving them a right to look 
to me for care and protection, and in 
your righteous judgment lot your bitter¬ 
est curses fall upon me. but Off&Jn I 
pray upen mo alone) 'There 1$ little more 
to tell. The next d i\y was pasted in 
burning the children's clothing, and in 
resting from my terrible night’s work, 
and upon the 27th I called an express¬ 
man ami had the trunk removed from 
the house, and atfer giving the keys 
a neighbor went away never to return. ! 

From Toronto I went to Ogdensburg. 1 
from there to Burlington, Vermont, where 
I hired a furnished bouse for Mrs. Fite- 
ael’s use, and a few days prior to my 
arrest In Boston I wrote her a letter 
In which T directed her to carr ’ a bottle 
of dynamite that I had previously left 
In the basement so arranged/ that In 
taking It to the third story of the house 
It W'ould fall from her hands, and not 
only deatrsy her life, but that of her 
two remaining children, who I knew 
would be with her at the time. Thie w as 
my last act. and happily did not have 
a. fatal termination. The eighteen inter¬ 
vening months I have passed in soli¬ 
tary conflnetnent, and in a few days 
am to bo led forth to my death. IT 
would now seem -a very fitting time for 
me to express regret or remorse in 
this, which I intend to be my last public 
utterance for these Irreparable short¬ 
comings. To do so with the expectation 
Of oven ono persen who has read this- 
confession to the end, believing that in 
my depraved nature there Is room for 
such feelings. Is I fear, to expect more 
than would be granted. I can at least, 
and do refrain, from calling forth euch a 
crttclsm by openly inviting it. I 


_ / 

Philadelphia County Prison, 


Wednesday, A*ril 1S96. 









HOLMES’ BUSY DAY 


JTlio Murdflrnr Ttcnllze* That Ills 
Time Is Growing; Short 

Holme3 is now using every second of 
time that is left to him to put his affatrs 
in shape. All day yesterday he sat In 
his cell hard at work, with pencil and 
paper. Once In a while he would turn 
around to chat with a keeper or a prison 
•JfTlolal who passed down the corridor. 
He wasr at all times cheerful and good- 
humored, It was evident that his con¬ 
fession has taken a great load from his- 
shoulders. 

Holmes' cell presents an interesting 
picture. The furnishing is meagre. There 
13 the usual cot and stool, and in one 
corner under the narrow-grated window 
is a table on which are paper and pen¬ 
cils, It is here that Holmes sits most 
of the time hard at work. To a staple 
In the floor of the cell Is fastened a 
stout iron chain, such as are used to 
manacle unruly prisoners. 

Holmes has taken this chain and ar¬ 
ranged It In the form of a cross. At 
times the eyes that have seen so many 



The Gas Tank In the Castle, Chicago 





















death Agonies turn furtively and glance 1 
ajt the crude reminder of the oruclfixlon 
as though the arch fiend -were trying to 
gain some measure of forgiveness for 
his many crimes. Father Galley, who Is 
Holmes 1 constant attendant, is giving the 
murderer what solace ho can. 

Holmes fully realizes that his time 
Is growing short, and that the hours 
are now slipping away faster than ever. 
Once yesterday tho murderer turned 
and glanced at the calendar, "I haven't 
got much time left," he remarked, 'and 
I still have a great deal of work to 
do," When he wrote his statement for 
The Inquirer, repudiating the false con¬ 
fessions that appeared in certain papers 
he tore off a corner of the *aper an<£ 
kept It. ‘"The stock is getting short," 
he remarked, "and I must look after 
the odds and ends/' 
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HOLMES' ARREST 


How the Insurance ComiMmy Work¬ 
ed Out the Great Co«e. 

Soon after the body of Pltezel was dis¬ 
covered on September 3, 1S04. and the 
Insurance money paid. Inspector &ary 
of the Fidelity Mutual Dlfe Association 
discovered that a fraud had been per- 
petmte d against the company. With spe¬ 
cial .ft^ent Perry and backed by Presi¬ 
dent Fsuse, be started out to unravel 
the mystery. The task was an enor¬ 
mous one. It took tiler sums of money. 
The company stopped at nothing: in the 
way of expense. Agents and Pinkertons 
were sent out everywhere and Holmes* 
movements were finally traced. At last 
the man was captured in Boston after 
an exciting hunt through New Eng¬ 
land- 

During that chase the Insurance peo¬ 
ple picked up many things that after¬ 
wards led them to unravel the great 
mystery and convict the man of mur¬ 
der, At the time of the arrest the Fi¬ 
delity people fully believed that Holmes 
had killed Pltezel, but they did not 
know the full depths of the man's In¬ 
famy. At this time even the authorities 
took little Interest In the case. 

The belief of the insurance company 
that Pltezel was murdered and that 
Holmes was the murderer. Is testified to 
In an affidavit which was made by O, L. 
F. Perry prior te Holmes* arrest, 

I From that time on Holmes has main¬ 
tained bis Innocence until he made his 
confession for The Inquirer. 

/ / / / 

GEYER’S SEARCH 


The Detective Writes a Book Telling 
How He Solved the Pitezel 
Mysteries, 

Up to the time the Supreme Court 
sealed his fate H. H. Holmes believed 
that he would escape the gallows. #ut- 
wardly his front was as b*Id as a 









In court a aid out he chon fairy 
wtorlco to the authorities and mocked 
them in Ms sleeve. Hai he besn deal¬ 
ing with less careful men It la likely 
that he would even now be a froe man. 

Holmes was arrested on November IT, 
18#I, In Bostcso on a charge mt defraud* 
ing tbo Fidelity Mutual I-ff© Associa¬ 
tion, of this city. On September S of 
the game year the body of the masi then 
known ae Ferry, afterwards identified 
as 13. F. Pltezel, was found i* the 
house, No. I3i<3 CalJowhilt street. As! 
soon as he was arrested Holmea ex- 
pi¥««d his wllllng-neos to tell the en¬ 
tire story concerning it and the collec¬ 
tion Of tho Insurance money. 

He was permitted to talk, axsd he pro¬ 
ceeded ofri the first of a series of r&m- 
blfng statements that eventually tangled 
him up. For a long time he succeeded 
In keeping the authorities off the right 
track. But the officials were patient. 
Unit by link they worked on the ca«e, 
until they finally reached the conclu¬ 
sion. that Holmes must have murdered 
the three Fltczel children. 

HTS LETTER TO MR& PIT’EZEI/, 

It \\Taa decided to release Mrs. Fite* 
zel from custody in June, 1806, and to 
take up the hunt In earnest. The day 
the sorrowing mother left MOyamensteg 
Prison she was handed a letter from 
Holmes. Viewed in the light of sub¬ 
sequent d<2welopms»td, that letter seems 
to be great a series of cold-blooded 
lies as ever mo<rtal penned. 

Tho document has but recently been 
mad* publlo by Detective Greyer in his 
book, ”The Kotmee-ritexei Mystery.” 
The quotations frsm Mr. G«yer are also 
from the same work. It reada: 

PHILADELPHIA, June IT. 18WL 
Mra. Carrie A. PWexel: 

Deau-' Mada/m: I have been exceedingly 
anxious during the last few months to 
ecmunvnloate wtth you, but have been 
headed off in every direction. I learn 
that you will shortly be sec at liberty, 
and I shall -teko this letter to City Hall 
with me and then give it to my at- 
tocne^s to bo eeavt to you, as tho prison 
regulations do not prohibit my dicing 
so. 

I ha vs been repeatedly tailed cruel and 
I heartless during the past six months. 







and by thiOBo who \rere at the vary time 
doing more than I that was both cruel 
and hewtless towards you. Within ten 
day* after you came here arrangement* 
ware tnado with roy attorney to furnish 
bail foq* you anil a bouse to live In, We 
were refused p^rTnifiskm to ece you, al¬ 
though you remember coming here from 
Boston It was promise* I should boo 
you. Letter I offered to make arrange* 
nuents with yt»ur lawyer for the same. 
Mr. J^arlowr, of tho Biatriet Attorney’s 
office, told me I couM dlo nothing and 
that I need not worry myself about you, 
as you are being' eased for. Within 
three ifcaya after y*>u c&mo here you hai 
been made to befieye so much from oth¬ 
ers thnit you forget tfhal for ymn* 1 had 
done ?A\ I could do for you and yours 
and tlvet it was hardly likely that iJl at 
once I should turn and do all I could 
against you, 

THREATS OF SUICIDE. 

Facts you should know are as fellows: 
Ben llv'ed West, and while drunk at Fort 
Worth, Texas, married a disreputable 
woman by the name «f Mrs. Martin. 
When he became sober and found what 
he had done he threatened to klU him¬ 
self and. her, and I had him watched by 
«nft of the other men until he went 
home. When we etralghtcned up the 
bank isocount he had fooled away or 
had been robbed by her of over of 
the money we needed there so much. 

Later he wanted, to can y out the in- 
surence work down In Mississippi, where 
he was acquainted, and I went there 
with him. and when I found out what 
kind of a place tt was would not so any 
further with it there, snd told him s#, 
and he Bald if I did net he would kill 
himself and get money for you, etc. 
To get him out of the notlan I told him 
I would go to Mobile, and If I could not 
got what was wanted would do so; if 
not I would go to St. Louis and write* 
to him to come. I did not go to Mobile. 
Was never there in my life. 

When I reached St. Louie I wrote him, 
and in the letter he left me after he died 
ho Bald ho tried to kill himself with 
laudanum there, and later I found out 
this was so. (Henry Rogers, proprietor 
of hotel at perklnsville, Ala.) Where he 


^as veflj T sick. He also wrote you he 
sick there. I think you told me* 
Here Jn Philadelphia we wore not ready. 
He got wori*baby was sick and ho had 
to- own to me he had drank up the $35 
X gave him extra In New York, and then 
I told him I would settle up everything, 
as if wo carried it out he might get to 
drinking and toll of It, 

He begged me not to doit, and at last 
1 concluded to try again, but thought 
It best to have him. think for a week or 
two that I was not going on with It, bo 
he would s#ber up and be himself. I 
bliame mysolf for this and always shall, 
for the next day when I went to his 
ctore I found him as I have described, 
nnd Herry or the detectives have got 
the cypher slip he left me, or, at all 
ovonts, it was in the tin, box theY took. 
He a«kcd me to get you a house in Cin¬ 
cinnati, on acount of good schools, 
etc., and I did «o, but iid not dare tako 
you there after Howe amd McD. threat¬ 
en'd my arrest, and so made arrange¬ 
ments with Miss TV. to live with you. 
•She toek Howard with har from Detroit 
because he would quarrel with the gilds 
If no grown person was with them, and 
he wanted his father's watch and Alice 
wanted to ke^p it, i$nd so I took tt, tell¬ 
ing them I wanted to show it t# you nnd 
De«sa, and boug ht all three oi them each 
a cheap watch. 

When I faund the conditions in Tor¬ 
onto were not as Mle« W. thought they 
were. and I was getting wort fram Chi¬ 
cago every iny that I was being fal¬ 
lowed, I thatrght it best to go out of the 
country aitogather, itnd the insurance 
•company know the children. A. and 12,, 
wero at their hotel at l o’clock the af- l 
ternoon you left Toronto, and between 
then and when I saw you at 4 o’clock, 
at the stare where I was buying somS 
things for them, J had been to my wife's 
hotel twice ani was with you again at 
fl.Ut. and had meantime started the chil-j 
dren to Miss W. ani eaten my supper. 

ACCOUNTING FOR TIME. 

From that time until my arrest In Bos¬ 
ton if I now Gould be allowed to sit 
down with you and my wif* I oould 
show you where every holf hour was 
•pent. In Boston I received a letter 



from Miss W. that they would leave 
£here In a few days, and if the defec¬ 
tives would now go, I beg of thorn, 
they could trace out the New York end 
of the matter, and stop all unnecessary 
deity nnd expense. This would spoil 
their theories, and would not b§ a suf¬ 
ficiently bloodthirsty ending of the case 
to satisfy them, it seems. 

As soon as they got & house and wre 
settled, they were to seni word bnd 
you were then to go to them, and this 
was why I wished you to take a fur¬ 
nished house a* you could get rested and 
not be at hotels. I made arrangements 
for Miss W. to tell you all when you 
were settled. If you had ltnown they 
were following you you would have 
been worried, And I think you will re¬ 
member that I tried to do all I c#uld to 
keep you from it and w* had to get rid 
of tho old trunks and g^t the things 
into bundle*, st> tbere w*uld be no 
checking. There is a bundlo of yours 
how at the Burlington Depot marked 
with the name you went by tbere, which I 
I have forgotten. 

NEVER QUARRELED WITH BEN. 

I was hs careful of the children as if 
they were my own, f^nd y#u know 
ifie well enough to Judge me better 
than strangers here can do. Ben 
would not have done anything 
against me, or I against him, any 
quicker than brothers. We never 
quarrelled. Again, he was worth t#o 
much to me for me to have killed him, 
If I had no other reason not to. As to 
the children, I never will bellove, until 
you tell me so yourself, that you thhr.k 
they aro dead, or that I did anything to 
put them out of the way. Knowing me 
as you do, can you imagine me killing 
UttlP and innocent childivn, especially 
wlthoiit any motive? Why, if I was 
preparing to put them out of life was I 
(within an hour before I must have done 
It if ever) buying them things to wear 
and make them comfortable, evon un¬ 
derwear for them tP taka to $11 as W. for 
Howard (which I can prove I bought in 
Toronto), if, as they would bare you be¬ 
lieve, Pat had taken him and killed him 
weeks before? Don't yt>u knp\v that if I 




had offered Pat a million ’dollars he wpufdj 
not have done a thing like this? I made 
a mistake In having It known that M!fS3 
W. hilled her sister, as It tends to make 
her more careful about n&r movements, 
but I could hardly do otherwise, when 1 
was accused of killing them *oth„ Now 
after they get done trying to make the 
case w*rse than It Is, you will find that 
they wll trace the children to New York 
and to the steamer there. Next to you I 
have suffered most about them, and *, 
few days ago gave the District Attor* \ 
ney all the facts I could, and If nothing 
comes of it soon, I hardly expect any¬ 
thing new to occur until I can be taiken 
to Fort Worth and .arrange the Prop* 
erty, *o Mr, Ma^sle, her oH guardian, 
can t*,ke her part of the money to her 
In London. advertising, jf *h© knows 
there Is money for her and it comes 
through Mr, Massie safely, she will find 
some way (probably through her Poston 
friend) to get tt. As long as there Js 
nothing to gain she will hardly come out 
openly and lay horself liablo to arrest, 
THE GRUEL COMPANY. 

I dislike fearfully to go to Fort Worth 
to serve a term, as the prisons there are 
terrible. I would rather be here five 
year?? than there one, and In going there 
Is no ketter way t* have you know that 
I am willing to do all I can for you and 
yours. I blame tho company here for 
keeping you shut up six months in this 
den, for worrying you about your chil¬ 
dren not being alive and for tlieir trying 
to separato my wife fr^m me, for these 
things do not concern them, Put I have 
never blamed them for otherwise leak¬ 
ing me all the trouble they can, I would 
d% the same with another if the tables 
were turned. 

As matters now stand I have got here, 
In Illinois and in Texas, between fifteen 
and twenty years of imprisonment 
awattlng me. Jf the children can be 
found I want to finish here and In Il¬ 
linois first, hoping by that time the 
Texas mkttera m$iy blow over or that I 
[ may die; but If they are not founC be- | 
f#r^ my sentence expires here. If any 
arrnnffmcni can be made so papers cmi 
be filed in Texas to bring me back here or 
to Illinois.* after 1 h&yo served this first 





small charge in Tekas, ao I rlo not have 
to stay aiui serve the other* there until 
&fter my Northern term Is served, I 
L will tfo and dp all I e.m to both get the 
property srmlghtened there, so you can 
have a small Income and arrange for 
recovery of the children. Ben’s i]cath 
was genuine .and you were entitled to 
the money, and if It had not been for H. 
and McJ. you would to-day have been 
t in Cincinnati with all the children. 

Abeut the money. Ben asked me to 
use most of It to jay debts, and arrange 
*0 sorno steady Income should come tp 
you from tho South. The note yo.u got 
(in St, Louis was made by him in the 
soring and some money wa« due en It. 
We were owing Miss. W. aheut ?.r>000, 

: I gave $100# to her In Detroit (also §4#0 
to. Alice- in Toronto}, and you have no 
reaseft to think I wa,s not intending to 
lake ear$ of you then, more than In 
years before and now If I <:2.n get to 
Fort tJVorth without running rink of 
staying there more than bne year I 
will soon straighten so as to get you 
money while? I am there in Jail. Mr. 

| ShtwTmkcr went there two wee ks last 
[winter anil started matters, but until 
tT can go there ana be taken into court 
nothing more can be done, I fear. 

FLANS F#R THE CHTLDJtEN 
There are some letters at'the City HaU 
that I promised Alice 1 would save for 
her, its I did ii#t d&rtf to let her carry 
them wdth her, and if after they get 
through 'with them y*u can get them 
I -wish you would do so. Also Ben's 
watch. Howard has the other things 
I don't know what you wdll do .mean- 
tim« If you gain your liberty here, but 
rest assured T will do all I can at tho 
earliest Possible moment. So far as the- 
childrens fcidily health 1? cJAcorned I 
feel sure I can ray to y»u that they at'#[ 
aa well to-day as though they "were -with 
you. Also that they will not bo turned 
adidft among Grangers for two reasons: 
First, Miss W., though qulck-temjeretl. 
Is too soft-h.63.rtcd to do sol second, If 
amtng others where their letted citiln 
n«t bo locked over and detained they 
would "writ# to their grandparents (not 
to you, as 1 Instructed Miss W. from 
Boston In ans'wer to her letter to me if 
she heard of my or our arrest to have 





the children think w<? werfi dost In (iron¬ 
ing to London), They ha.ve no doubt 
written letters which Miss W. for her 
own safety has withheld. 

If ther>e aro €ny questions you wish 
to ask me make a list of them and send 
to one of my attorneys, I have refrained 
from asking you any lest you would 
think that tho object of my letter. I 
havo no desire to do anything that will 
cause your lawyer or the prosecution 
any unnecessary work or annoyance, 
and If you write me shall simply answer 
Questions asked. Shall not advise nor 
question you, nor would I have dono so 
If allowed to have seen you during p^t 
months, though It would h;ave save# 
th^rm much unnecessary dekiy and ex¬ 
pense to have had us eliminate some of 
the feoturea cf the case by comparing 
memories. I, at least, hope your suf¬ 
fering is nearly ended. 

Yours, truly, 

H. II. HOLMES. 

THIS HL'NT BEGINS. 

Substantially this document presents 
the case as the authorities knew it when 
Detbctivo Geyer started on his famous 
hunt June 26, Besides Holmes’ 

own statements the detective was in 
possession of certain clues obtained 
from a tin b«x that contained Holmes' 
letters and panels, Geyer went straight 
to Cincinnati, where he and Detective 
John Snooks found tho first traces. 

"We finally struck a cheap hotel at 
No. 104% Central avenue^ known as the 
Atlantic House, and upon examining the 
register we discovered that on Icriday, 
September 2^, ItfJ-i, there appeared the 
name *f Alex. E. Cook 1 and three chil¬ 
dren/’ writes Mr. Geyer. "The photo- 
grtphs of Holmes a?id tho three children 
were shown to the clerk, who could n*t 
sny posltlelvy th/it they were the photo¬ 
graphs of the people who had stopped 
there, but thought they resembled them 
very much. Recalling to my mind that 
fl*lmes ha# Mrs. Pltezel living In Bur¬ 
lington under the name of Mrs. A. E. 
Cook, I felt convinced that I was on tli’e 
right track. Tho clerk Informed us that 
these parties only remained over night, 
leaving the fallowing morning. ThEinklng 
the clerk for his kind attention we left 
the h»tel and continued our search am*ng 
sugh hotels as we had ns-t visited, and 



wji^c we arrived at the jjotei Bristol 
Cornet OC Si^ctii and Vine &trcet&, w* c?i.<- 
covered that on Saturday. September 20, 
1504. there appeared on the register the 
name of A. B. Cook and three children* 
Cleveland. They were assigned to Room 
No. It3> a ream which contained two 
beds. Mr. W. L. Bam, a clerk at the 
hotel, rocoffntaed the photoglyphs of 
Holmes arid the children a« the party 
wh# registered there under that name. 

| The register showed that they left' tho 
Bristol on Sunday, September 2f.'* 

The detective then goes on to relate 
how they tried to find a hou#e Holmes 
te alleged to have rented tn Cincinnati. 
Surbmiug up this ch&.pter of the work, 
Mr. Oeyer eayai 

“Having located. Holmes and the chll* 
drm at tw* hotels In ^Cincinnati and di»- t 
covered the two fUlse isomea be as- 
Rumed, Oook and Hayes. I felt Justified 
in believing tfoat I had tak.cn firm hold 
•f the enxl of the earing which wn« to 
lead hup uHlmatCly to the consummatien 
I of my difficult. m4es/<m. I wna not able 
to appirecdate the intense ek’nlficance ef 
the of the Poplar street bouse 

and the delivery of a stove of such im- 
mctnfsa there, but I flfrlt dure I wrk 

•n the right track, and «o started for 
Indianapolis, from which paint aeverai : 
of the chUdren’p lost era found in 
HJtlxuef^ tin box had been dated/’ 

THACBr> T# lK»IAKAPOLia 

At Indianapolis he arrived on June 20. 
“Here,” continue* the detective, “on 
going to tho Stubbing House and exam¬ 
ining the register, we feuihl that on Sep¬ 
tember 24. 18$4, wafl an entry in the 
name of Etta Pitseh BL Liouls, Mo,, and 
that the hotel rec*mk< shewed she left 
en the morning of September 28. Fur¬ 
ther Inquiry elicited the fact that the 
jglri was brought there by a man known 
l t* Mr, Pa>bcrt Sweeney, the clerk, u# 
Mr, Howard, and that on J'rld&T morn- 
I ing\ September 2S, be had received 
I a teQegT&ro from Mr. Howard, dated 
I St, Louie, requesting htm to have Etta 
Pits© 1 aA l/ho Union Bepot to meet St. 
Lobis train for Cincinnati, ♦. Tbla was 
tho day Holmes left St. 1*0X1 Is with Nel^ i 
lie and Howl’d Pttezel, idling their 
mother that he was going to taice them j 



r-f> Indkuiapc-IL*. wh fr- they be 

VLkc^i carp of by a kind oW lady. Mr 
Swcoticiy fully idcmtlil-d the picture «? 
Alice Pltezfrl A* the girl wile stopped 
at live Stukbitts House; also tba< of 
Holm©* ®b t2w rrmn whom be knew as 
Howard and to whom he had Riven 
Alice Plte^el on the St. L»oul* train for 
Cincinnati, O/ 1 

Further trace* of Hohnes wore found 
In Indianapolis, and then 0*yer went 
to Chicago and eaw a Miss Irons. Jan¬ 
itor Pat QuJnteJi and others, v/ho gu-ve 
him Information. Detroit was the next I 
point he visited. There he found other 
traces and" also discovered that the bey 
Howard had dropped Cnt of t^e s&ory ! 
a Did that Holmer, ^nil the two little- tf’ds 
had gome to Toronto, 

Fir several flays there th* flrtectite 
was baffled. At l^s* he called Six ihe 
j nowspvpcr men, gave them pictures of 
the Children and told them vhut he was- 
, looking for. All Ike Toronto _s*tj/cr& 
printed beg stories. Th«y socn bor% 
fruit, A mun who had renUai a house 
fit 16 St. Vhioenit street to a stranger 
with two children turned up. He Rave 
Iho right clue. The detectives followed 
ft up. Ph*toRTAiphs ♦/ Holro«!t=! and the 
children were promptly identified by 
those who rbeco. 

TWO I30BIB8 F#TIKD. 

Then continues Mr, Gcyer: "WO a.t 
onoe returned to No. 1& St. Vincent 
street, where we met Mr. R>wes anx¬ 
iously waiting far «urreturn. Requesting 
him to loan ua xt shovel, he went Into 
the house and came out wit h the s^me 
spade be hex! loomed to Holmes. We 
rang the bell at No. 16 lit. Vincent 
street. The door was opened by the lady 
of the h*use, a Mrs. J. Armbrust. Mr. 
Ryves Intreduc^d ua and told her wo 
would like to go int# tho cellar. She 
kindly consented and ushered us Wick 
Into tho kitchw*. Lifting 3. lor^e piece 
•f oilcloth from the fleor, we discov¬ 
ered a email trap dio«r, pc3sRly two 
feel square, in about the centre ef the 
room. Raiding thte 4 I discovered that 
tho cellar was not very dee*, but ft w.is 
very dark, se 1 asked Mrs, Armbrus t to 
kindly provtdc iw with some In 

a ehort time »he had them reads', and 
i<Jown Into tho cellar we went. Th& cob 





UiT w»s very Km^ ll. about ten fee* 
square and not more than four and a 
half feet in depth. A set of steps, ul- 
most pci'pcndiculo.r, l®a<l to It from the 
okl-fashl+ned tra> door in. tho inUdle of 
the kitchen Hoot. 

‘Taking the eFaAe an4 pushing It into 
the earth. »o a^ to determine whether 
(i b,3d been lately dug up, we tinsJJv 
ttfecovered a soft spot in the southwest 
corner. Fording the sposdo Into the earth, 
we found It eaay digging, and, after 
lag down aJbdvti OTK* foot, a horrible 
stench arose. This convinced us that 
we were on the right tfpot, and our coo ts 
Were thrown «ff, and with renewed con- 
fMenoe we continued our digging. The 
deeper we dug the moro horrible the 
odor became, and when we reached the 
dn>th of Puree feet we discovered what 
appeared to be the bone of the ferearm 
Of a human being. 

“Alice was found lying on her side, 
with her head to th$ west. Kellie waj? 
found lying on her face, with her head 
to ths south, her plaited hair hanging 
neatly down her ba ck. A messenger was 
dispatched t* Humphrey’s Undertaking! 
establishment to aend two coffins to No. 
1(1 J3t. Vincent street. In a *hort time 
the wagon arrived and the cofPms wore 
taken into the kitchen, and wo pro¬ 
ceeded to 15ft the rem.Tns out of the 
hole. As Nellie's limbs were found rest¬ 
ing on Alice's we first began with her. 
We lifted her as gently aa possible, but 
Owing to the rlecomposed state of the 
b#dy the weight of her plaited hair 
hanging down her back pullc< the Ecalp 
from off her head. A sheet had been 
spread in which to lay the remains, and 
after we succeeded In getting it out of 
j the hole It was Placed In tho sheet, taken 
upstairs and. deposited In tho coffin. 
Again we returned to tho cellar, and 
gently lifting what remained of poor 
Alice we placed her In another Sheet, 
took her upstairs aJid placed her In a 
coffin by tho si do of her sister." 

BEGINNING OF THE END. 

| This discovery wa« the beginning of 
[the end. The story of bow Mrs. Fitezel 
came on to Tirento and identified the 
remains Is one of the saiiest Incidents 
In the rest of the narrative. Summing 
UP this Part of the case the detective 
says! 









"Nothing- could ke more surprising 
than the apparent ease with which 
Holmes murdered the two ^little girls 
In the very centre of the city of Toronto 
without arousing the least suspicion or 
a single person there. It startler one to 
iTeallze how such a hldeou* crime could 
fee committed and detection avoided. 
Surely If the Investigation and search 
I for the children rhad not been made 

I ky the Philadelphia authorities these 
murders would never havo been 
discovered, and Mrs. Pitezel would 
have gone to her grave without knowing 
(whether her children were alive or dead. 
This was the one consolation e.he had 
in the very darkest hour of her lif^. 
She knew the fate of her unfortunate 
daughters, the mystery of their disap¬ 
pearance had keen solved, and tho only 
remaining problem was tho discovery of 
her little son, Howard. She could not 
be He vo ho was dead, and clung fondly 
to the ho*o that he would ultimately be 
faund allvo. 

"Holmes was successful in maintain¬ 
ing tho same conditions In Toronto ae 
he had in Detroit. Mrs. Pitezel was at 
the Union Hetel and Alice and Nellie 
at the Albion, although each party was 
ignorant of the proximity of the other." 

On the afternoon of July 10, iSflo. the 
bodies were kurled and the detective 
went on to Detroit to take up the hunt 
for Howard. Finally he returned to 
Philadelphia, and In August Geyer 
started out again. This time he was 
accompanied ky Inspector Gary, of the 
insurance company. Step by step 
Holmes* Journey was retraced until only 
forty-eight hours woro unaccounted for. 
These lef t him in Indiana polis, and there 
the trail was hotly pre.aeed. #n Tues¬ 
day, August 27, ISOo, they found whore 
Holmes >tnd the koy rented a house at 
Irvington. There tho search was kegun 
In earnest. 

HOWARD'S BONES FOUND. 

Gruesome relics that told tho story of 
the boy’s sad fate soon kegan to turn 
up. Some of the children s clothing and 
trinkets ajnd the long--mfs£lng trunk of 
Mrs. Pitezel wero easily found. Then 
the charred remains of the koy were 

I found Inside the stove. When Ilolrriea 
was putting this stove up he was a*ked 
ky a Mr. Moorman why he didn’t nut in 






natural gas* HoJihei replied: "I iion'tj 
tbink natural gai (a healthy far chll- - 
dren." 

! The> inquest.was held soon af terwa.rda, I 
And In tho meantime came the terrible 
revelations at the Chicago Castle which 
grave full belief that Holmes wag the 
arch fiend of the century. Holmes was 
indicted for the murder Of Fltezel in 
September, IftQ®. Hl» trial began on Oe- 
teber IS. The sensational events that 
followed are already well known. From 
the both* the verdict was given Holmes 
has been weakening. 

During the time the authorities have 
pressed their case they have run acres? 
various things that lert chem to believe 
that Holmes had outside confederates. 
These friends were aware that all mail 
Sent to Holmes to the Philadelphia 
County Prison was inspected before de¬ 
livery to the prisoner and ^ime of It, for 
proper reasons, never reached the prls* j 
oner. One of these frlenda unJortook" 
to divert Detective Geyer from pursuit 
of the track «f Holmes Just as he was 
leaving Indianapolis after his second r 
visit. The detective received at the 
$peucer House an ationymoMs letter In | 
cipher* with the key attached, advising j 
him that an Important letter had been 
sent to Holmes to Philadelphia; that the 
writer was advising the ( detective at 
gTeo.t personal risk and th.it the letter 
f i-.ouli be optned and inspected before 
delivery to the prisoner. The letter, 
which Came in rlue <Otirse, tells Hohnes 
not "to worry about the boy; lie la safe 
find sound,” and at Itrst ft gave the Im¬ 
pression that lirhnes had in some way 
conveyed to an outside party the place 
where the remains ot the boy had been 
hmled, and that the boy's remains bad 
beeu removed from the Plate of com- 
cealmcnt. 

NOT SO EASILY FOOLED. 

After careful ilelJberation. the Dis¬ 
trict Attorney's affice conclurled that It 
was a trick ov device for a purpose net 
very clear, and 11 was totally disre¬ 
garded, and the search subsequently 
continued with the result already nav- . 
rated This Is one of the many letters, | 
some in cipher, which were received, 
ana are now among the grefct mans of 







mr.nu^oflpt which has aceumulfi.ted "in 
the case. Newspapers evidently make 
their way into lunatic asylums, for let¬ 
ters from the insane c&n>e In by the 
score. The name of Holmes also 
seemed <V> become as common as Brown 
or Smith, for many letters referring to 
Lhfs person and that person hy the name 
of IlOlr.nCfl, Rnd requesting Information 
n.H to comparisons of points Of identity 
with tho prisoner, were received. 

•ne of the letters received In cipher is 
riven below. This letter Is very easily 
read by {Ir^ppins ev ery other (sentence, 
separated by commas: 

~Augr. X 1505, 

"Friend H. H .H.;—I. and Jim. will 
► not, raw And, split, the wood. They, 

' can’t arid, don't, want to, know, whether 
4 there Is, anything, around or, about, 
the, conservatory *r, green house, I, 
think, will Jeavo, the dpg, for, Mrs, 
John, Cleveland, at Bleak: House, to¬ 
morrow. Will, Join him under, cover, 
and fix, all, circus board, signs, there. 
Same, tlm© I will, sigh for, Fonto'a fata 
and yours in his mfsfortune. 

*-r: J. T. IT. A L. Friend, 

"X,. S. PAOB. 

"Friend H. tT. 3L—I, and Jim, will 
They don’t know anything about the 
conservatory. I will leave for Cleve¬ 
land to-morrow. Will cover all signs. 
M Samo cipher/* 

Detective Geyer In his book has made 
a good chronology of Holmes' career. 
It follows: 

Holmes^ Clironolorr, 

ism. I 

Mar 16—Herman TVeRs?«r Ktidf'ett bom at 

Oilman ton. !*. H. 

ISTii. 

July 4—He is married to Clara A, Ixyreriny at 
Alton, N n. r by John W, CaUTrier, Justice 
of the Peivee. 

1687. 

January 28^Ho Is married to Myrta Z. Belle- 
nan Under the name of Harry Howard 
Holmes, 

February 14—He flies In the Superior Court of 
Cook county. III., a libel In divorce apalttst 
his wife. Clara A. I>7VerSns Mudicett. praying 
that their fuajryjaffe rre\y be dissolved. 

1SD1. 

June 4—The *ald cautt orders this suit to bo 
dismissed for default mi appearance of com¬ 
plainant. 

1803. 

March— meets Miss Georgian* Take In 



'Chicago. 

September If)— He maketf application for a 
twenty^year eptlonal Insurance for SlO.OtO 
in the Fidelity Mutual Fife Association, In 
which he avers: “Mother dted at lift; don't 
remember the disease; no aeuie disease. 
Father died .at 62 from Injury io hla foot/' 

November 0—Fidelity Mutual Fife Association 
Insures Benjamin F. Plt«7:el In the aum *f 
$10,000- 

Rome month Holmes Is engaged to be married 
to Miss T/vhe under the name of Henry 
Mansfield Hew^rd. 

1604. 

JamvatT 17l« married tr> Miss Toll* in 
Denver. C#l.. by the Itev. Mr, Wilcox and 
they Journey on their honeymoon to Fort 
Worth, Tex. 

January, Febnmry, March, April—Mudgett 
and PJtezel (the former under the name at 
H. T, Pra.lt and the latter un-ler the name 
Of penton T. Ll’mfifl), In Fort Worth. Tex., 
wliero they engage In hulldlni; a store prop¬ 
erty on land formerly owned by ^tlnnla Wil¬ 
liams, 

Ahrll—Pitezel leaver Fort Worth and goes to 
Chlcngo. 

May—JTud&eU nml Yoke leave Fort Worth 
and Journey t'o Denver, CVd. 

May 2fl—'Ihey make their appearance in St. 
Loula. 

June 1—About this date Holme? (Mudgett) 
and Fitezel Co io Memphis, Tenn.' In this 
vicinity they first consider the location of 
the place where they propose to execute the 
Insurance fraud. 

June S—Holmes and wito return to St. Louts. 

June lft—JIcilmes purcha-eei? a drug" store lh St. 
Louis, Mo,, under the name ml ir»wcrd, uPen 
which he er&ve a mortgage. 

July IP— Holmes Js arrested tn St. LoutB by 
the Merrill Drug Company and sent to prison 
ur.de!' k charge Of fraud and for selling 
mortgaged property. The man “Brown, ' 1 
to whom ho sold Jt, Is supposed to have been 
Titezc], »urlng his Jmprl$onrnent In the St. 
T^ou-U Jail ho meets Marlon C, Hcdgopeth. 

July 2?—He Is released on ball, 

July 2D—He is rearreated and a#a1n committed 
t« prison. 

July 31—Ha Is aifatn released on bail fur¬ 
nished hy Mtsg Yoke. 

August 5, 3 and 4—Ho Is In -New York and 
Philadelphia. 

August 4—Miss Yoke (Mrs. Howard!) leaves 
Fake Blurt’, TIL, where she Was visiting, and 
journal to Philadelphia, 

August 0-Sunday. Holmes meets Mlso Yoke 
at Broad Street Station, Philadelphia, and 
takes her to a bmrcrdlner h»u^i. No. IflQh 
1 North Eleventh street Qfra. I/r. Alcorn's). 
He t*ll* Mies Yoke ho ia selling a patent 
left.er coPler, 

A-UKtist (h—Holmes telegraphs *157.150 (the half 
yearly premium on the Pltegel policy), to 
tlso Chinns office of the Fidelity MutuM 
1 Jitto A«E«clation, 






Au*niet If—Ftfezal. under the name of B, F. 
Petry, rents No, 1SH> CaJlowhlll street and 
pays ?1Q «n account *f the rent to Walter 
W Shsdakcr. ss@nU 

August IT—Holmes and Pkefcel pur haa« «ei> 
mid-hand furniture ot John F. Hughes No* 
1W37 Buttonwood etj-eet,, which was aeui to 
Kos 1813 CftHoerttlH street 
r Abjctist 18—Plteaal calls ai the furniture etarfl 
alone tuid purchases a c«t and some old 
matting 

August 22—TSugene Smith calla upon Pitezel 
and see* Holmes pass Into ths house and go 

up stair a. 

August 22 to September 1— Pltmsel 1» seen In 
and about No. 13td OallowhlU street by a 
lartfe number of persens, 

September I—'Evening, PJtetel calls upon 
Holmes &t No 1WX5’ North Eleventh street. 
September 2-lWmes leaves No. IPfS Noi*th 
Eleventh street at about 10-30 A. He 
returns about 4 P. M, He tells hia wife 
{Miss Yoke) that lha man who called the 
evening before -was a meaacnger from the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company and that 
he could have an Interview with a Pennsyl¬ 
vania Railroa official the next day at Nloe- 
t*wn, This Sunday morning - he said he v nt 
going out to Nfcetown to s ojn th* official and 
that If he was successful, and Ai their week 
was UP, they would probably start West 
that ntght- 

Scptentb^r 3— Evening. Holmes and Mine Toko 
leave Philadelphia, ok the 10 33 train and 
went direct to Indianapolis- 
September ii—'I'hoy arrive In Judlenopoil# a_nd 

register at the Stubbing Hotufe. 

!£e 7 >tember 4—They take boardlrif* at No. 4SS 
North IlIInftlB street, Indlajiapoliij, 

September 4— Pltozei’s body found st No. 1313 
Cullowhlll street by NuKene Smith, 

September b—Ceroner holds flret Inquest. 
September 3—Holmes goes to St. £*oijI&, calls 
upon Mrs, Pitesel end tt?lla Tier to ro to 
Howe with the papers, meaning insniranoe 
palky, etc. She takes pitPers te Hewe 
Holmes told her that a. body had been eub- 
stituled far her hueband and that “Ben wa? 
alive and all rlghk/' and not to «iu»y. 
September ft—Fidelity 3Juu.fiI receive* a tele 
graphic dUpateh tram (3oorf« B. Sttidden, 
manager for MJ^achrt, r.t Sd. Louis, sta ting l 
that M JB, F\ Ferry, found dead in Philadel¬ 
phia, Ib claimed t o be 13, F FUeaeh who la 
Insured on 044145. Investigate before re- : 
main* leave there/’ * 

About this time Howe writaa to the com- “j 
pany In Philadelphia., statins that ho was j 
ominiM fur Mrs. Flfe7-eU the beneficiary un¬ 
der the policy* and would ceme on with a 
member of the family to SdenUfy the body, 
etc, 

September 13— Plt.iixers V*1y burled as B. F. 

Ferrv In P Uer*» FWliH. Pbllndelhhla 
September 3 to Scomber IP—Holmes wa« with 
Mis:’ Yoke a t h«r mother's homo In Franklin, 
Hid., JeavfnS her,, he eatd, to se to St. 
LouH ftfliln *r to Cincinnati and then io 






At CJrTIft Holhies. ipfag Ocffl 

GAfljr>r\atly with hly other wife et Wlline-Ur*. 
Ill. Tie wee likely with her on September 
II. At Indianapolis he tells Mis'* Yoke that 
he bad hea^d from the Pennsylva nia P^UroAd 
official In Philadelphia about the oriinler and 
they -$yerP! ready to pay ovpf the Plenty, and 
they had directed Him to come on £t once. 
He left h£r u t the Circle Park lTntet, In¬ 
dianapolis, and went to PlitladellJhld, 
September 17—He writes a letter to Mr. Cass, 
Chica^xi cashier o£ the Fidelity, stating that 
his wlfo (Wilmette W'i-fe) had told him that 
Information was wanted of U„ F. I'itezel, 
rvho wait found In Chicago ns R, F. Perry. 
September 18—lie writes nnother Fitter to Cass 
raying that he overhoars the body was In 
Philadelphia and not In Chicago* and that 
he would go tn I'ltlladelphiu if his expenses 
were paid. 

September It—Holmes leaves Indianapolis for 
Philadelphia. He again edops at Ncx lOfro 
North Eleventh street; Mrs. .Alcorn's, 
September i!t—He calls at thi* office- of the 
company In Philadelphia, No. 1)14 Walnut 
|J street. He tcllsi Mr. Fouse, preaklent Of the- 
company, that ha had corros^oilcled„ wdtli 
Case. He asks Fouse about the circum¬ 
stances, of the dca|h, which Fouse relates 
briery. Holmes said It was a very peculiar 
case and asked Mr, Fouse the caus j of 
death. *r.e. 

September 20r~-Allce writes her first letter to 
the homo folks. 

Philadelphia, Pa. r 

j Corner Filbert and Eleventh streets, 

September 20, 1904. 
Dear Mamma and the rest; 

Just arrived in Philadelphia this morolng 
and I wrate yon yesterday of this. Mr. How e 
end I have each a room at the above address. 

I am Kwtng to the Morgue after awhile, We 
stopped off at WcishtngUn, Md., this morning, 
ami that ma.de H six times that we t raniiferred , 
to different care. Yesterday we got on the 
Ck and #. Pullman car mid tt was crowded, 
so t had to sit wdth aomn one. Mr, Howe Bit 
with some man we ell there kulte awhile and 
pretty so*n some one cams; and shook hands 
with me. I looked uP and here It was Mr. 
Howard. IFo did not know my Jacket, but 
he sold he thought it we.f? his girl's face so 
he went to se* and it was me. T don't like 
him to civil me be.bo and child and dear and 
all such trn.sh. When I got on the cur Tues¬ 
day night Mr, Howe a.slc me If l had any 
money and I told him h oents so he gave me 
a dollar. How I wish 1 could see you all and 
hug the bft.by, I hope you arc hotter, Mr. 
1L says that I will have a ride on the ocaan. 
1 wish you could see wha.t I have seen. I 
have seen more scenery than I have seen 
since I was bom. I don’t know what I Paw 
before, Ttils Is all the Paper 1 have so I will 
have to close & write again. You had better 
not write to me here for Mr. II. says that 1 
may be off to-momny. If you are worse: wire 
mo good-bye kieses to all nnd two big ones 
for you e.nd babe. I^ove to stl, 

S3. AEICB ITTEZEli. 






E September 21—ITO*,® and Alice Plter^l called 
| at Insurance office, Holmes calls game lime, 
They meet as grangers, although they h*d 
traveted together from ro:ne point in Ohio 
to Washington* D. C. II'-t-" and Atfc? got 
oft at Washington an<3 H lm?s took train 
for ^Philadelphia. How* and Alice cerirt* to 
Philadelphia on later tratn. That day 
Holme* t««k Alice out to sea the sight* of 
the City anil then to Mna Alc*ro T s? ih&t 
ntf^ht. that she <Alice) va« hla little 

alBter. Alice olept in the thlrd^tory next 
to liolmea* room, which communicated with 
It, Alice ha£ stepped with Hcn«> at the 
Imperial Hotel Eleventh and Filbert streets* 
from which Place eh® wrote two letter*. 
Following' are copies: 

Imperial Hotel, Eleventh, above Market street, 
Heodrlclcd & Scott, proprietors, 

Philadelphia. Pa., ileptemher 21* 1804. 
Dear Mamma and Eabe: 

I have to writ* sJl the time to pasa away 
the time. 

Mr.lfowa has been away all morning. Mamma 

I havo you ever n*en or tasted a red hanQ.na? 

I have had three* Tfry are iso big that I can 
jbat reach around it and tysv? my thumb- 
ana next flnser hi*t tiltca. I have not got 
any ehoea yet and I bav« to g* a hobbling 
around all tha time.. Have you gotten 4 let¬ 
ters from mo besides this? Ars you slCk In 
bed yet or are you up? I wish tha t I could 
hear from y u. bat J don’t know whether 
X would get u or not* Mr. Howe telefrraPbcd 
to Mr. Beckert and ha »a.trt that he would 
write to you tenlght. I have n*t got but tw* 
cl etui garment* hod that la a shirt and my 
whtta skirt. I saw ♦* the largest solid 

rocka that I "he* y#u never ga.tv\ I eroeseO 
the Patomao River. T guess that I have told 
all the news: So good bye Kttfaee to you and 
babe. 

Tour? Jovjng daughter, 

miss is: a. pxtezutl. 

If you arv worso telegraph to the nbove ad¬ 
dress, Imperial Hotel. Eleventh. dh»ve Market 

etreeL 

Imperial H'*tel, Seventh A.’fceve Mo.rtcat street, 
Hendrlcha & Scott, proprietor*. 

Philadelphia, 180-v 

Dear »eesa 1 

I thought I would write you a little letter 
A.ml when l Pet to Mass, you mutt nil write to 
me. Well this lx a warm day here how U It 
i thoref Did you get your big washing done tf 
I was there you would have a bigger one for 
' I have a whole satchel full of ditty clothes. 
I bet that I have more fruit than all Of you. 
Deesa 1 guess you are without shoes for I 
giHMSB they den*! Intend to tel mo any. H. 
has come now eo 1 gutea I have to go to 
dim nr. 

I>essa take good car* of mama. I will cto®@ 
your letter and write a little t> N^Il and 
Howard next time a* good by* love to you 






witli a, Idas, 


Dear Mam^t 

I v/iia over to the lnsuiunre offtce tills af¬ 
ternoon and Mr. Hmv^ think? there will ke nb 
trouble about getting It. They asked roe al¬ 
most a thousand auctions, of course not 
Quito so ron.njh le hla no£.e broken or has 
U-e a Homan nose. I said It was broken. I 
will have to close and write more tomorrow 
eo gaod bye lava to all with kisses to all. 

Your loving daughter, 

E. ADIQEI flTEZEl* 


September 21—At the conference at the com¬ 
pany's offloe on this day the marks of iden¬ 
tification were agreed upon. 

September 2>-ritciers body exhumed at 
Potters' Field. ILklmca finds wart on neck 
and other marks of Identliloatlon and says 
the body Is that of £1. F, Pltcsel. AJi?e 
recognizes teeth of her father. He takes 
Alic9 to No. 1304 North Eleventh, Btreet. 

September 23—Holmes and Alice makes affi¬ 
davits before Coroner Aahhrldge that th# 
body found aa B. F. Ferry at No. 1310 
Callcm’hLIl ctreet was that of HeuJamlri F. 
IMtesel. That evening Holmes hnd Alice 
leave for Indianapolis, 

September 24—They arrlva tn Indianapolis. He 
registers Alice as Etta PU*el tn hla hand¬ 
writing, 

Rel)tf:mb<rr 24—Insurance company pays Howe 
IH715.S5, face of Insurance ]>alley, leas ex¬ 
penses. 

Sehlemlser 24—Alice writes a.nother letter 
home. The person alluded to In these let¬ 
ters as 4, IS, 3, )s the cbildren‘9 cipher for 
Holmes. 


Stubblus' European Hotel, one sauar* north 
<?f Union Depot an Illinois Street. 

Indianapolis. Ind.» September 24, 1894. 
Dour Gnca at Home: 

I am glad to hear that you are all well and 
that you nre up, I guess y:ou will not have 
any trouble fn getting the money. 4. 13, 3 
ts going to j/ec two of you and fetch you 
hi»re with me and them I won't he so lonesome 
at the above address. I am net going to Miss 
Williams until I e#e where You are going to 
lire and then see you all again because 4, 13, 
3 is afr&lrl th&t I get two lonesome then 
he will eend me on and go to *;eh*ot. I bava 
a pair of shoes now If I ckuld see y»u I 
would have a ncugh to talk to you all day 
but I cannot very well write It I will see you 
all before lotlg though don't you worry. 'This 
Is a cool }ay. Mr. Ferry said that If you did 
not g*t the Insurance all right thre.uKh the 
.lawyers to rite to Mr* Foust or Mir. Ferry- I 
* wish I had a silk dress. 1 have seen more 
4 since I have been away than I ever saw before 
In my life. I have another picture for your 
album- 1 will hnve to close for this time 
now ao gpod bye lov« and !kl6ses and sgueases 
tc all. Yours daughter 





ETTA FITEZEL. 

P. I go by Etta here 4. IS. 8 t«ld rwt to 

O Howard Q Feeisa, O >Jell O Mamnia.. • 
Baby, Nell J"ou & Howard will oome wtt)i 
4, IS* 8 & Mamroa And D^s^a iaier on wo»'t 
y»u *r a« Mamme/sAya. 

ETTA FITEZEL. 

I September 25—Helmo* goes to St- L*uia and T£- 
I th«re ur.ti! the 2tfth. 

• September 27—Holmes 2 *tn .50700 «f the ln- 

* suranee money out «f the $7,200 received by 
Mrs. Ptteicl from TIewe, Ho gives her the 
bogus note. 

SePwiviber !>8—Hthnes takfrs HelUu and How- ' 
ard from Mrs. Pitezel at f>t- Louis Alice 1 
Joins tl in at Indtnnapelts and he £**3 with 
Holmes, Nilllc and H<marl to Cincinnati, 
where llulmOs registers fit the Atlantic House 
under th^ UMit irt Al^Jandtr E. Cock aad 
> three children, 

September ilO—He rants NO, 805 Poplar street 
from Mr. J. C. Thomas anti lakes a. large, 
utove ia this house, +\er night ef 2S*h be 
remains at Atla.ntTo H«u*e and on thu 20th 
he ttvkes them to H«tc:l Bristol, J>£lp.ters 
there na A. R Cook anti three children 
and remains thare tir.tll Sunday September 
30, when h* left with the children for In¬ 
dianapolis and registers thebi at Hetel Eng¬ 
lish as ' Three Canning ehtldre.fi." 

October I—Mhrd^y. Mrs. Plteael t*ft £t. Lxraie 
for <rilva. III., with De stale and the bab>\ 
Galva whs the home of her parents. Holmeo 
takes the children to tie Circle in- 

j dlanapoits (registers as "Three Conning chil¬ 
dren”). where they remained until October 
10, 

' October 1—Alice ana Nellie write letters as 
follow'd: 

Tndian»**lla f Tnd,, •etober 1, IMA 
Pear lUnmrna.: 

TVs tv^j In Cincinnati yealerday an* get 
bore la?;t night getting that telegram i’rem 
"Mr. H<A>e >:eBteix3a/ afternoem 
Mr. H. la going to-night fer you end h * 1 til 
tnke this Utter- 'tVe we<*\t u» thive :vr to 
the Zflfijugl^l Gardun in Cinrtnnfttf yeFl-u day 
afternoon and we uiuv all the different Id'J.rhi 
of animal*. V'e sa.w tho ostrich it Is about 
a head taller than T am so yon know about 
how hlth It is. And the giraffe you have 
t* look up in the eky to slee It, I like it lot* 
better hero than in Cincinnati. It is £»cb a 
dirty town Cl a. 

There la n. monument right In front of (lie 
Inotel where tv» are at and I *htnJ|rlL Judge Chat 
It is about 5 the hlght of a five story 

bullillnc. I gur-ss l he.vs* told all the news so 
need bye lave to all & kisses, Hope you are 
all -prell. Your* loving daughter, 

ETTA PITJ&ZT2L. 

Indl^.nspnlls, Ind,, October 1, 18D1. 
Dear Maramd. Baby and P. 

^Ve Ore all well Here. Mr H. te going on a 
late train to-night. He is n«t here now t 
Just hint go by thei Hotel v.ent some 






p‘ : - e I dori’t know where X think lie Went to 
gat his ticket. 

We *.re slaying In another hotel t,n Indian¬ 
apolis It le A pretty nle* one we cam® here 
last ralsht frotn C. 

T Ukt It here lnU better than En C. It Is 
quite warm here and I have to wear this tvarro 
dress becaua my close fcA’t ironet?- He ate 
dinner over to the Stibbin* Hatei where Alice 
staid and they know- her to. We are net 
staying ther<ji we arc at the English XI. 

We have a reecn right in front *f a menu 
ment and I thunk It was A. 14 o colt**. C3ome 
ad aeon as y#u ran because I want P> safr 
you and baby to. It 1« awful nic* place where 
wa are staying I don't think yaU twuld like 
it fn Cincinnati either but Mr. H. sals he 
like* It there, Good bye your <5:iu. 

KELLIE MTEZEL, 

October R—Ho*m*g rervts the hou*e at Irving- 1 
ton fr*m Mr, Crouse C.T, C, Wand's clerlt). : 
Ho *aJd ho wanted U for his slater. Mrs. A. ! 
E. Cook and her children, and that abc 
Intended using it as a boarding bout::*, 
October (1, 7, 8—Children write letters home. 
October 10—Howai'd disappear? r>n this day. | 
Same day—Holmes tahes Alice and Kellie from 
the Circle House. 

October )2—rJvenlngf. Holmes arrive* 1c »e- ; 
trolt. HUnseL" And Miss yoke Jn one party; ! 
Altec add Nellie In another. He rer<te%ei?> 
the chlliireh at thq Mew Western Hotel nti 
Ella and Kellie Canning*. Rt. Louis, Mo. 
He register* hlraaalf and Mise Take At the 
Hotel Normandie “G. Hem-ell and wife, 

. 4arlnn-'’ 

•ct-ob&r IS—Mrs. Pltezol, Desste And the baby 
fftavtj Halva. III., frsT Detroit, stopping in 
Cklr.flffA. Holmes has written to her that 
“Ben’' was watting to bee her In Detroit. 
October i3-~Hn)mes and Mb*s You* remove 
from Hore] Normandie to Ko. M Hark l*lav* : 
He gave their names as Mr. and Mvk, | 
Helmo-s. 

October 14—Mrs* rite**!. and the habi' | 

arrive in Detn/H. and reglstAr as C. -V. i 
AdAths and daughter at OcL*»'s Hotel, t 

•ctobAr 14—Alice writes her lest letter. 

•ototver 13— Holme* takes Alice and NrHlr to 
W< a.nllng hou?? of Lucinda Hxirns at Ko. *J] 
CorSfmss street. 

October 15—About this date Helmr.s rents of 
Mr. Hardnshauscn the house No. 241 E- 
Forest avenue. Mr. Bnningfeauren rloe* fh> 1 
remember name llolmcr* gave, Tn tb o roar 
Af cellar under porch -of the' house Holmes , 
cltE* A hole fotir feet limit three and 0 Ivalf 
feet wide, three f«et six irch^s deep. 

October lit— Holme* and Mlses Yok* leave Pe | 
tmlt for Teronto, Canada. Ho tell* Mrs. | 
Plterel that Eon had gnne to Tc'rrn'o. At 
Toronto Holmes registers At Walker House ns 
#en, H. Unwell arid wife. Columbus. Rome , 
dav Mre. Pitewel •eseie *nd tho hafcy left 
Geis‘a Hotel. Dormlt, for TAronto; ware c*f»t 
at Grenid Trunk Dbpot.by IldlrtwB and 





to li&f^fylvr^IousKs -where they refslgjcr 1 
under the nairire of C. A. Adding and daugh¬ 
ter, 

October 19-^Alloe and ’Nellie leave Ofttrolt, Car 
Toronto; arrive In the evening about fl 
o’clock: were tr^et hs r Holmes. who turned 
them over to George T>ennls, a hotel por ter 
far the Albion HoteL and they 'tvere regis¬ 
tered as Etta end Nellie Canning Oettoit. 

October 2(V—Holmes rented house No, 10 St 
Vincent street of Mrs, NU'deh Said hlg 
name was Howard and thc.t he -wanted It for 
blfc; slMer. 

Same irlay Holmes nnd Miss: Yoke went to 
NJggar* Palls. 

October 21—.They returned and registered at 
the Fulmer House under the hum? of Stowe 11. 

October 24—Holmes borrows a stride fram Mr, 
Byvea. No. 16 St. vtncont street, ta dig a 
hale In the collar, “for the storage of po¬ 
tatoes.'‘ While In Toronto Holmes called, at 
Albion Hotel for Alice and Nellie every 
morning, returning them in the evening, 

October. 2 '-\—Oh the morning of thl£ (lav be 
takes Alice and Nelli? from the Albion Hotel 
paying their Account for board In full. The 
children dlar.yppnr, 

October 2r>—He rciuesl* Mra. Plt.eze.l to go tc* 
Ogdenaherg, He tells her Ben Is to Mon¬ 
treal. He said tha* he hnd rftnjLed a house 
In Toro’^o, but that two il«tectlv£s on bicy¬ 
cles were watching St. avid st would not be 
gafe for Ben to visit her there. 

October 2(1—Holmes und ’Miss Yoke leave To¬ 
ronto and go to Preicatt. Canada; remained 
there over night* 

October SI—He Is found at Burlington at the 
Burlington House: registered bs Q, D. Hole 
Colnrpbus. #. lie moved to r»om» at Mr, 
Aherns, where he gave the names of himself 
and Ml*j Y,oku as ''Mr, Hall unci wife." 

Novnmhcir 1—Hu rents a house: No. 2d Win¬ 
ooski p.venue of W. B. McIClUlb undor the 
name at J. A. Judaon, for his slater. Mrs. 
Cook. 

November 1 to November 16—Between thix^e 
dates vlsltorl big liAi^ents ut his old home In 
Gllmanton, N. H.; resumes his relations 
with his real wife*, Mre. Mudgptt. He tolls 
ft. romantie atory, accounting for his nb^ppee * 
from home, 

November IT—H» Is arrested In Boeton. 

November 1$-Ha fmkvs his fiyot confesslan. 
He eaye Pltezal le alive In South Amprlctv. 
or on hlg wav there, and that the children 
were with him. He said Fltoset was bound 
for San Salvador, Tha.t their means of cam- 
mnnlce.tlon w as to be In the Personal column 
of the: Now* York Herald. 


Mrs Pttezel Is arrested an the same .lay. 
November 20—-Holmes and Mrs, Plte^el brought 
tb Philadelphia: committed to countv jrlsvpn. 
December 0—Mrs.. Pltc7;i?l mnhea a full state¬ 
ment to Mr, Fouss anl Mr. Perry, of the 
Fidelity Mittual I-ofe Association, 

Decembqy 15—Holmes now sa.ys Pitc?-.e l 1« dead 
and that ttv* Children werfr gtven ta Miss 





IViJtla.mjV ^'ho fooilc them to lhrabpe, 

Peoember 17—Makes an#th*r cnnf fusion, de- 
©larJnrt that Pite*el w'ag Coal and that he 
had committed suicide. 

1895, 

June B-^TTolmes Is tried f*r cone-piracy to 
cheat and 'ckfrailfl the Insurance company 
and on the eec«nd day sf. the trial pleads 
guilty* 

Jlfna 27—DetectH'e Geker leaven Philadelphia 
and commences his search for the children. 

July ICV—Geyer finds the bodies of Alice end 
lS T eltie In tho cellar of the Toronto houae, 
Ke. 1ft St. Vincent street. 

■August 27—Geyer llnde the remains of Howard 
In the bonne at Irvington, & fe^v miles from 
Indlanaholla. 

September* 12—Holrrea is indicted In Philadel¬ 
phia for the murder of Ben,1hm)n F. Flterel 

September 23—Ho plea.de not guilty. The court 
fixes the tfsy sf the trial to bo October 28. 

October 28—Motion for oontlnuance denied 
Trial commences and continues until No¬ 
vember 2. Jury render a verdict: 4 'Guilty 
of murder In the first degree/’ 

■Ktvwnber IS—Motion for a new' trial f.rgued. 

NPvecrber SO—Motion for new trial overruled. 
KoUo.ee sentenced to be- huncr. 





THE EXECUTION OF HOLMES—SCENE WHILE HE W ; VS MAKING HIS FINAL ADDRESS 

Sirttcbcrt In the Prison by a 














































































JlOliMES DIES 
DENYING GUILT 

Before His HaDgiDg He Asserts 
That He Did Not Murder Aoy 
of the Pretzel Family. 

SPOKE CALMLY FROM THE SCAFFOLD 

Leaves Mi DUte Directions, Through 
Which His Lawyers Believe 
They Can Prove Him 
Innocent. 

HIS BODY BURIED IN CEMENT 


lire Hanging of H. II# Holmes In Moya- 
mensfug J’rlsnn Yesterday Morning IVna 
Attended AVith Few Sensational Featnres, 
lint flic Condemned Man Made a Cool, 
Straightforward Statement Frmn the Oal- 
lows T>enying That He HadEvcr Committed 
Alnrder—The Drop Urnke His Neck, Hot It 
Was Fifteen IMInntcs Before Jlls Heart 
Censed to Beat—He Was In Good Spirits 
AU Morning and Conversed Freely AVltli 
Bis Friends—Leaves No >loncy. But a 
Mountain of Manuacrlpt^Accordlug to Ilis 
Own Instructions, Hi« Itatly is Embedded 
in a Ton of CctnCnt in a Vault In Holy 
Cross Ccindtcry^A Truthful Story of Ills 
Keiimrkable Care£*. 









Holmes walked ap the &tep$ of the gal- 
lews in Moyamensing Prison yesterday 
morning more steadily than the priosts 
at l)i& side, anil made a speech to the men 
who had been invited to watch him die 
mare calmly than any man In the little 
party could have timric it. lie t«ld them in 
;in unshaken voici> that he was innoeeui 
of the many crimes charged against him, 
and reDcatodly denied the murder of 
Benjamin F. Pietzel and tho three Pi*t- 
zol children. Ilis nearest approach to 
murder, he said, was the criminal opera¬ 
tions performed by him on Miss Emme¬ 
line Cigraitd and Mrs. Julia Cannor, the 
two w*mpn who had been in his employ 
in Chicago, 

When he had completed his statement 
he put his H.rrus around lawyer llotan, 
\vh• steed beside him, and whispered a 
fow last wards of farewell. Then he 
stepped backwards t* the c-cotre of the 
scaffold, submitted Quietly to the shack¬ 
ling «f his hands, aini when Assistant 
Superintendent Itiehard&an was atf justiag 
the black cap and noose be said, with a 
slight ^mile on his face: 

* A Takc your time,llichards#n; you know' 
I am in no hurry/’ 

The fixing of the nocse occupied hut a 
few second*, and in muffled tones from 
under the stmbre cap came th<> w#rds: 
“Go«d4>ye—good-bye* evoybody/' 

'Hie murmured responses from lhe 
crowd were drow ned in the Crash of the 
falling trap d«ors, and th<* b«dy fell 
swiftly downward until the narrow rope 
givw taut and stopped It with a fierce 
jerk. It swayed ami maved about far 
several minutes, tho bands opening and 
cloning cooTulsi^ely and the hack and 






chest heaving. Then., very gradually^ 4he 
ewayiui; ceased and in fifteen minutes the 
flack af doe ton; hovering about the body 
said that there was no life left in it. The 
drop fell at o'clock, and the fall 

harl dislocated the neck, 

Xo autopsy waft performed, and the re¬ 
mains were. over to Ijawy er Itataii, 

who caused them to be conveyed directly 
to Holy Cross Cemetery, where a rault 
had exlrendy been aecnred. In accordance 
With tfolmek* w rittot i ins t ru etions they 



BENJAMIN F.PIETZEl, 

HOLMES dies 

DEJIYIHC GUILT 











we.u placed in a largo box Imlf full af ce¬ 
ment, and an tap of them sufficient marc 
af the material was packed in, so 

ns to completely till 5t< In this way the 
bady was incased in a solid block of ce¬ 
ment weighing a little over a ten. It wilt 
be buried kitcr. 

Holmes left ua will,, but gave explicit 
instructions to Lawyer Retan aN to the 
disposition af.his small estate. He left 
very little mancy, hu-t turned (.wer a great 
many papers nnd documents, mo,<?t of 
them in the form of letters to>be mailed 
after his death. 

AS HOLMES CHOSE TO EflE 

Itcl>iKliated All Ills Confession*, KisSett the 
Crucifix, liug;g:c(Uih Lawycv r oi>ejc<l His 
Prle&t*attil Made a Speech to Xlioso 
Who t;n)M to See Him Hanged. 
When the priest left Holmes* ceil Wed¬ 
nesday night he was very we ak aiul tear¬ 
ful, but in the lijrht af later events it is 
apparent that his condition was the res ult 
af the many excitements a r tlie day, 
rather than of a tenoral bronkhit; down, 
:is was feared. The only mmi wha re¬ 
mained with bun was Keeper George 
Weaver, the niglit watch, w ho asked the 
condemned man if he praposccl to ga to 
sleep, recdvilisr'a low-spokon reply in the 
affirmative. He undressed slowly aad 
almost gainfully. saying very little aud 
taking but little interest in tlic couversa- 
tian af his guard. * t 

<+ 1 dan’t know where I'll sleep to-mor- 
raw night,” be snkl. when he had gone 
thraugh his brief devotions and stretched 
himself ou the couch. "But nabady 
knaws iMt” 

lie turned his back t awards the light 
that was burning just beside the open 
dear of his cell, and almost immediately 
Ifijl asleep. He moved only onco or twice 
during the next six hanrs, o.nd (lkl nat 
w ake up at any time. The guard looked 






at bis recumbent figure, at £kv pdea «f 
papers neatly Xtldecl op the liule table, at 
the picture «f & wiman *n the wall, at 
the crucifix akova the lied, at the fnlthnl 
riotbps that were so so*m to be a shroud, 
and at the well worn slippers on the 
floor, which wore never to be worn again. 
He knew bettor than anyone else 

knew hiui,and ha very heavy-hearted. 

ItcfrVfihfeci In the Morn;**#. 

'UTien the prison clack struck G Keeper 
Jahn Henry, the day watch, came down 
the carrhlor to relievo Weaver jand the twa 
.awakened Holmes. They called hioi 
twice autl then Miaok him with Considera¬ 
ble vigar before his eyes opened and his 
laat night's sleep on earth eudc4. He sat 
up and greeted them almast cheerily, 

"Good morning,” he saii^/is it 6 o'clock 
already ?" 

"Yes,’ 7 replied Henr> y , “how do yan 

feel r 

"First-rate. I was very tired last night 
an 4 xvas glfi.il t.a get to bed. 1 never 
slept better in my life." 

He made souit* inquiries «l>oiit trivial 

matters, and dressed as unconcernedly a 
a man might do who liad a thou*anr 
more toilets to make before he died. Tfro 
thought that he was now doing every 
thing for the last turn* did not seem to 
affect him at all. and he ordered quite a 
substantial breakfast. Weaver left aad 
Il^nry took tb* guard Seat at the door, 
Halmes resnming w ork at the almost in¬ 
numerable letters which he felt himself 
called u|>on to write prior to his exo- 
evition. These letters are fco to nil the ! 
women he has married, i« most of his 
relatives imd even to the friends «f some* 
of his victims. He haft written out, also, 
very minute instructions to hte lawyers 
ns to the disposition he wuuta *iade of 
his entangled estate. 





M*S, BENJAMIN F. PIETZEL. 

l*h<? minutes passed rapidly. It was 
just 8 o'clock when a keeper hearing the 
condeam<*l man’s breakfast -cun*.* in, fol¬ 
lowed almost immediately by* Lawyer 
Rotnn.' The young attorney glanced anx¬ 
iously into Holmes’ f:iw, and when he 
saw it light up with a smile of welcome 
his own brightened. 

“You're* all right,* he said. ”Y#u J^k 
l#ts better tbau you did last night.” 

H# Test* in* jv'erve. 

In reply Holmos held out bis left arm 
with the fingers •£ the hand separated 
and said: 

"See if I tremble ” 

Thffre was no tremor noticeable, ab 
though the guard looked too* and Holmes 
and bis lawyer almost immediately fell 
into a lengthy and earnest conversation. 
It concerned the packing of the body 
after the execution. in cement, a plan 
that was thought out by Holmes during 
the long days that he had spent in prison 
waiting for doath. It*tan told him that 



he had bc-en offered only' the day before 
$5,000 for fiio remains awl had pat the 
man who made the preposition out of his 
office. 

"Thank you/’ sai'd Holz&oft quietly. ‘Til 
see that no one gets my body, either by 
buying it or stealing it.’ T 

A little after 9 oVlock Fathers Dailey 
and My-Fake came into thu<vJl and were 
warmly greeted by Holmes lie was just 
finishing hbi breakfast,and they remarked 
that his appetite hud not failed him. &u- 
|>crintendeiit Parkins, Assistant Super¬ 
intendent ltich:irfls*n/ who wns to do 
the hanging, and set oval other prison'offi¬ 
cials stopped c>u their morning round to 
sisifc the condemned man, and he chatted 
with all of them without the slightest 
tr ee of nervousness. 

When tiie breakfast dishes were re¬ 
moved Holme* vvr*te a few wards <m a 
piece of paper And handed it to Lawyer 


liotan with the remark that he would j 
never touch pen to paper again. The 
words were a brief, sincere tribute of per¬ 
sonal affection and of gratitude for all 
that tin* attorney had done for him. Af- : 
ter this last writing Holmes turned him- , 

I sc.Jf o\er entirely to the priests, ami from 
that time on until the drop fell they tv ere 
always with him. lie entei*n*d into the 
ceremonies of the fearful taction vyitli 
a so,!ternxi face, hut «Nd not for a moment 
I show signs *f depression. 

Gathering <jf the Witn-c^sos, 

While Holmes was on bis knows in Iiis 
. little cell saying over and over again his 
f final lawyers there was a most business- 
! like activity in the offices and reception 
room of the pris#n. The iif typing People 
who hhd been invitod^by Sheriff Cietm^nt 
to witness the execution bad ail arrived 
by 9 o’clock, many of them coining in car- 
i riftges ancl leaving in front of the gray 
building a row of vehicles to hel# attract 
a crowd, Those who held tickets of ad- 
f mission were forced to tight their way 
- through this crowd, occasionally having 
| to call in the assistance of a policeman. 

•n th<> inside there was dampness in the 
air and the smell of prison. The w*it- 
uesscs moved restlessly about frsia the 


t.toiio x* tad way in tbe centre of tho main 
^ntvaiuo tt the reception r#om, which 
♦pened from it, asking each oilier if thYiy 
had ever sfH*u a hanging before. Must of 
them, bad not. /The- gathering was a very 
i ui-ious mixture of ytotli audoldsigc, the 
jUYOnil* newspaper rejicrtcr on his finff 
a.Hsitmmcnt of the sort nibbing elbows 
with the gray-hAired physician wh# had 
sccai Kitrt. •/x^eittitus titan lib hnd time to 
tulk abtut just then. 

In addition to the 1ifty-om> people hi the ■ 
Sheriff's party it \vru> discovered that 
some of the Frisofl Inspectors had taken 
fidvnntage* of their ollidal position to 
bring in l»ctwecn twenty-live and thirty 
of their ikersomtl frieml«, who mingled 
freely with the other guests. The Sheriff 
was very indignant at this and railed 
public attention to the fact that, while he 
had d#uo all he could do t# keep the mim- 
bor of witnesses down, hh% endeavors had 
gone f#r naught. The question! of eject¬ 
ing the •utsicWs w as debated hr a few 
minnte$ between the Sheriff and his two 
solicitor#, ±?i<l it w as abandoned because 
•f the lateness of the hour. 


:v wearing in 11m; JitrtTtA. 


The twelve men who were to constitute 
the jury were called together in the recep¬ 
tion r##m by tho Sheriff and lined up be¬ 
fore a long table. where they were ad¬ 
dressed by Assistant SoMcittr Grew. Tht* 
latter explained their duties In as few 
w#rds as lie could, and at the* conclusion 
ho administered tha, oath which hound 
them to report truthfully' the cause of tbe 
death they wvre nbout to witness. They 
all took the <Kith and signal the pledge. 

The jury wia composed #f Ex-Sheriff 
William H. Wright. Dr. benjamin Pon- 
nobaket*, Ex-Sheriif John J. Jtidgway, 
Select Cotindlinan K. K. Drlughurst, 
Samuel Wood, Dr. W. Joseph fleam, 
Dr. W. .T. Hoe, U B. Botwoiler, Dr. M. 
B. Dwight, Dr. «>'I C. Guernsey, James 
Hand and F>r. John D. Phillips. It was a 
carious? coincidence that &mmcd Wood, a 
yarn manufacturer of Germantown, who 
was a member of the Sheriff's jury, and 
saw tho execution, tens also u member 
of the jury that tried and convicted 

Holmes. 






After tin* swearing* in of the jury there 
>vasj-.^uit,e a long wait, (hiring which the 
nervousness •£ most. 6f lli^ witnesses per¬ 
ceptibly- i-joi>*iHe*lr &untwibtfu<lcnt Ptfuv- 
kins and liis a^s^tants, Dr. Huh her and 
hwpeettrs Cullman Ami Hill iuAtfe -mys- 
fcHotss vfoit-s t* tho gallows and to 
Hfdint's’ c/nll, hx* ill of which were in the 
UniC corridor running north frbin the re¬ 
ception room* 'VVjien the d««r loading 
into this corrhltr opened haul closed a 
glimpse c»uld b* caught tf the scaffold, 
l'he March to tho Gallows, 

At 10•’d#ck shdrp Prc&id«ht Perkins 
asked the jury tt fall in line* and h:uek #f 
them everybody else took lip a m«ro or 
less favorable position. 'TTkFdoor was 
opened, and d« wn a short flight. •£ steps 
and across the asphalt pnvement the l«ng 
procession • £ nteu with bared heads and 
: grave faces pared slowly by the endless 
rows of cells. The one in which Tf •lines 
stood awaiting his final call.and listening 
to the steady tramp of the men who had 
comip to see him die was closed, tight, mul 
in front •£ it two guards were stationed. 

The scaff*ld reached entirely across the 
corridor, with a door mi one side permit¬ 
ting the witnesses to pass through. When 
the last man bAd crossod the threshold of 
this d««r it was closed, shutting off all 
observation. Almost oil tin instant Ihn 
door •£ Holmes’ coll opened and he 
stepped «ut between Father*? Daile.v nnd 
MePake* followed hy Assistant Superiir 
tenrlaut Richardson and Lawyer R«tan. 
Hi- had demanded the privilege «f the lat¬ 
ter ‘s presence on thO: scafffld, and Sheriff 
Clcm&nt gnve a relmtii nt consent. 

Superintendent Perkins and tho Sheriff 
wnlkcd arm in arm dp tho thirteen steps 
which led t« the ueaff «ld, a nd behind them 
cam* the chantiiur priostis, whis<3 white 
robes made even that grusome sicene l»ok 
pi(-turesdde. fT#lmo*St whon lie readied 
tho scaffold, held, a crucifix in his hand, 
and continued praying until the priests 
stopped. Then ha ppened his eyes, lifted 
his heat) add walked to the edge of the 
scaffold facing the white faces of the 
crowd dtwn below. TF.tween him and this 
crowd was a semi-circle •£ uniformed 
guards. A r:iH reaching to hi? waist ran 
around the edge of the scaffold, and on 








this h* rested Ml# haadsas comfortably ns 
if lie was himself ti spectator *tnd the rest 
of the little party a show. 

lie Gallfly-Denies It All. 

There was nothing pitiable in the pic¬ 
ture made, by the condemned man as ho 
stood looking calmly down upon Ids audi¬ 
ence. His slender frame was clothed in 
a loose-fitting suit of black and above the 
cutaway coat appeared a white handker¬ 
chief lonely tied about his threat. His 
face \vns mere th;ui pale—it was yellow. 
His brown niodtftaeho and hair had been 
recently trimmed* but it cannot be said 
that he presented a #ood appearance. The i 
prison pallor on libs fac-e gave, one a chill. 1 
lie looked dead already. 

When he hnd surveyed tho crowd ho 
begun to talk, unci his tones Wore* as 
steady and smooth as those of mu erator 
makhnr an after-dinner speech. He made 
no gestures, but his worth* Mercs empha¬ 
sised here anil and everything lie 

1 said was plainly audible. 2Vo one else hr 
tho crowd could have kept us steady a 
voice, 

“Gentlemen /* he said, “1 have very few 
words to s.ay. In fact, I would make no 
remarks at this time were it nat for the 
feeling that if 1 did not speak it wmuld 
imply that I actinu'uced in my execution. 

1 only wish t* »ay that the extent of tho 
wrongdoing I am guilty of in taking hu¬ 
man hfo is the killing ef two wemen. 
They 4icd by my hands as the results of 
criminal operations. 

“I wish also t# state, so that ’ll* chance 
of misundersttitKlin? may ox^ist hereafter, 
that J am not guilty of taking the lives of 
any of the Pictzel family, either the threo 
children or the father, Benjamin F. Piet 
for whose death I am now to be 
hanged. I have never committed murder. 
That is all I h fit e t# say/’ 

Ihe Pall of tli« Drop. 

As he spoke tho last sentence he turned 
lial{ ar«und and put his right band oil 
Lawyer Ifatan’s broad shoulder. He 
sraiU'd as he* Bald: 

“Gpod-bye, Bam. You have done nil 
you ceuld/' 

Ho whispered a few etber words and 






then hugged-the yomig"attorney, who ut¬ 
most ram down the scaffold stepAwbeii 
lie was released. Tln> priests motioned 
to tlio .eondenuued man to kneel. and he 
did soj still grasping the-dittle eruedH'X in 
his hands. For iwo minutes his lips 
moved in silent praytT, anrl lie arose 
steadily to his feet when he had finished. 
Ho -shook hands with the greatest hearti¬ 
ness with Fathers Dailey and M.cPake, 
turumg again and f*r the last time to filee 
the atidiemw as the priests resumt'd tkoii- 
elihnt, 

Riuhnrdsfn now stopped forward, and 
drawing Holmes’ hands behind him dex¬ 
terously handcuffed him. The man stood 
as straight mid steady, as. one of the 
lilad't beams beside him. looking -quietly 
up*n the Inst hiunnn faces ho was over to 
sec. Sheriff Cloment and Superintendent 
Porkiiife left the scaftold and Kichardson 
drew the black rap down over Holmes' 
face, the Tatter remarking as ho did so: 

“Tiu’ke your time about it. You know I 
am in uo hurry/’ 

His advice was not needc«L Rjclmvd- 
son unwound the rope from about Uic 
beam, ran out the noose, and slipped it 
over Holmes/ head. As he drow it tight 
nb*ut tho neck there came in muffled, 
but steady t#UKi*s: 

*‘Gbod-bye—good-by Ci everybody/ 1 * 

Richardson stepped back and dropped 
a handkerchief. The black boards oil 

which Holmes stood paidod in thv middle, j 
uiul dowii through the opc-ning his body 
fell, Stopping with a jierk that Jpujcked 
his head to one side and sent lun legs 
swinging fab out towards the spectators. 
Thu horrible contortions lasted for a mm- 
utc. the body turning round hud round 
and the legs swaying backwards apd for¬ 
wards as it; tile man were struggling to 
break the merciless rope. The bac k and 
rlyes,t hbutedl. the fiiigp^r^ opened and 
-closed repeatedly. and I herebye-rp Switch¬ 
ings about the exposed nod:. 

Dead in Fifteen ?lluutes. 

From this ghastly spectacle tuost of the 
spectators I urned to lobk at the white¬ 
washed walls. Two of them fainted and 
onp foil, but was quickly brought to liis 
feet, The dangling body slowly but 
surely settled at the end of the rrpe, jtu<T 
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terfiiltiaUr h 11 movement chrinixlit l>fm| 
Butcher uud Sharp felt the pulse and vmt 
their cars over the heart. For fifteen 
minute.*? they woi 1 © unable to discern i 
heart beat*. )Md at the end *>f that time 
they pronounced him dead. All the other 
donors present did and said the same 
thing. 



, ALICE P1ET2EL. 

The crowd -af spectators totlt to wan¬ 
dering about the corridor* tind most of 
them wmo relieved, to know that 1 lie 
body would not he lowered until it had 
Rung for an#tkci‘ quarter of au hour. 
After life was extinct Lieutenant Tt«k- 
linson x\ n a permitted to bring in his ser¬ 
geants and patrolmen aad they uumhetl 
line by the kcjUToM, each tno critically 
■surveying the corpse. It wok about the 

( strangest reception that man could im¬ 
agine, nod it made ene shtickler to hear 
the comments.. The policoniou septfU>d to 
enjoy tht' spectacle. 

When the delay began to seem intoler¬ 
ably long Dr. Butcher gave permission. to 
l#wer the lxuly* and it was lot dewn ento 
a (ruck very much ttko a bog of meal is 
sprung from a truss. The oftidtrfs had a 
very hard time with the rope. The noose 
' had sunk deep into the flesh and did not 
easily become unloosened, ami Superin¬ 
tendent Perkin* refused to have it tail off, 
although Lawyer Roden hogged hin\> s tu do 







fin. Aftor several minutes of struggling 
the job wns accomplished tind the black 
cap taken oil. 

To Ti*ore Kis Inu«ce»cf, 

The dead man 5 * fane was a thing too 
ghastly for description, and even the 
doctor turned from it. An examination 
of tho neck showed that the axis had 
been separated from the atlas by the fall, 
in other words that the neck was ^rokei:. 
No autopay was performed upon it, and 
Lawyer Rolan stood liy the truck on 
which it lay to sec that Holmes' wishes j 
in this respect were 1 obeyed. ’While stand- I 
ing there he was asked wh.at tho eon- ; 
icnis of the papers were that Holmes 
had turned over to him. ^ He tv plied: 

‘*1 hare not goue over them yet, but I 
understand that they arc* mostly direc¬ 
tions to his attorneys to keep up the effort 
to prove his innocence of murder.” 

“Dons Iii-* want thut effort kc^t Up?'’ 

“Hh (loc'K and ho believed it will one day 
be successful. So do 1.” 

“Did In* leave any money with which to 
prosecute a search?” 

“Ilf did uot leave any with me—uot one 
cent.” ^ ^ 

The arrival of the undertaker's wagon 
at this point attracted Mr. Rotors atten¬ 
tion in that direction. lie superintended 
the handling of the corpse, and saw that 
it was well taken care of. As the wagon 
drove out through the tremendous crowd 
awaiting it. at the wfcst gate the young 
attorney followed it into the Street. 
did not return to the prison ami it wiil b* 
a very Joog time hef#re he to os there 
again. 

It was not very long after the lowering 
of the body that the crowd ot ppeetMors 
hegan to Lhin ont. .They left tlio prison 
one* by one, facing all manner of ques¬ 
tions when they passed through the mob 
waiting at the gate, inn! giving thanks for 
the privilege of breathing the free air and 
seeing the xood old sun shinn emre again. 
Assistant Superintendent Richardson wa» 
frequently- congratulated on the success 
of the ox <*ntion, and in reply ho Raid jnst 
as frequently that Holmes w«h the nervi¬ 
est of the sixty-seven men he had seen 
die. Superintendent Perkins &aid the 
sump, and so did the physicians. 

JSomt* of those who witn'-^Hic'd the cxccu- 






tiou \vi>Yi : Dr. J. Howard Taylor, Ohlbf 
Medical flispoetor of 'this city: L. G. 
Fouko* pr^s Merit, and Stliditui* Campbell, 
•f thf Fidelity Mutual IJfc Association; 
Gotonbl J. Lewis Good, of the HoUr4 of 
Health; UoMo Godwin* of the KherifFs 
ofiiirfec S. K Mason* Sherifl* of Baltimore, 
who said that it would so*n be his cutv to 
h:mg five men; A. S. Eisenhower, Chief of 
the Bureau of City Property; Assistant 
District Attorney Samuel A,. Boyje. Will¬ 
iam K. X’ctcrsoii, of the Board of Health; 
Detective Captain Totoi* TVri!lex > , Defective 
Frank G»wt> Ex-Sheviff Horatio P. Cou¬ 
ncil Oroner Samuel H, AsUbridge, Police 
Lieutenant Jicajajniii Tomlinson, Deputy 
: &berift John Uriel* Dr. William J. Booth 
one. *f the vvitEie«£e& at the trial: Dr. B. A 
Ofriuger. I>r. J. O. Da-Costa* l>r. .Foseph 
Hearn, DeiUity Sheriff Williamson, Frank 
A. Alonapimn, Deputy Sheriff. John. B. 
Mcyon;, Major Italph F, Gulinaiv. In- 
jspeOtor llill and Ri1y#n Agent Cainp. 

BODY BURIED IN CEMENT 


ITnlicuo Method Of Inter mont Pevi»ed "by 
Hie !>limlerer to i’rei^Ct His 
t 1’tKlv ti-ora ahtjn!^ 

r The .hotly of IE. Holmes reposed kfst 
night ,lu the vault of the Holy CVQss OeniOi- 
lory. All Hint Is mortal of the celebrated. 
criminal 18 now liriniy inched .In a bex ot i 
■cement, hard as granite, and weighing more | 
Hum a ton, r 

Atterhry Itntsm arranged, for thc> Interment ' 
ami A llowed the expressed with it Holmes 
in. evejry detail;.. Marring n horror of the 
dissecting room and knowing that medical 
men would like to exartilne hi* br.itn, the 
cunning criminal evolved the scheme of j 
being hurlid In a solid of eutidit which 
would r«Gl!d fill ordinary agencies oT attack j 
and injure hi* body immunity from ghouls, ' 
who wftt'b not aimed with dynamite and 
fHUw.ed plenty of time for the disk of scour 
jiv the coveted cadaver, I.*nir)uo in life, 
Holmes wiU be tmklue in the grave. When 
the (litermf'ot takes place, whTeh will pr«ba- 
; bly bo to»da>, the Incidents of the usual 
burial will be absent, The undertaker will 
sh»]|>Ty hav? the task of rolling a dead mass 
of UnhO’Uclrabkr cern^T^ weighing Uo Dtftit- 
pand hOundis Into a hole largo ontugh to con¬ 
tain l,i. Them will bo no empty ■cvitln for 





the clod* to rattle against. 

It was a few mlnmes before noon wh^n 
Undertake* J. J, Olbourke, whose office U$ 
-at the corner cf Tenth and TasVdr street^ 
drove to the Moy amen sing T risen with &a 
undertaker*!! wagou. In this \\a£on*w«3 an i 
ordlaary pine box In which the body was J 
irtneed. The wagon was then driven out of 
11 m Heed street entrance to the prison and 3 
hurried to the yuisL b,ael* or tha residence of I 
Mr, lYUourke. Here was the l.-irger box and j 
five' barrels of cement and gaud. The wortur | 
was Iuht tally mixed and a layor perhaps 1 
ton Inches deep was placed in tin* box, 
which was first put in the w agon in which it 
was to he hauled t* the cemvtorjv (hv top 
of this x\a$ placed the body •i the felon, at¬ 
tired as he w*ts whem he dropped through 
the truu, 

rctCklns: In the, Body, 

A silk himdkerchief was placed aver hi3 
f ac e and tlk*n more mortar was piled into t ie 
box. It was packed tightly urtliihl tin* life¬ 
less form »lhd *oon covered lhe^tifi features. 
After the \vond'i»rfn.g eyes of two Plnkenan 
ck'tectlvei engAgcd to watch the hotly had 
lakcn the lust look that will ever be had #f 
Holmes* body more mo ’tar ws<i thrown Into 
the box until it wa» full. The lid was then 
v alicd d ,wn and the wagon fttarrexi away 
for Deft ware county* whtri'c the Holy Cross 
Cemetery fo located. 

It was ruiirly 2 o'clock when the under¬ 
taker’s wagon reached the cemetery. There 
un unexpected (k>lay was encountered, The 
smierlnU'ndOnt, It. lb Campbell, refused to 
. allow the body to be plaeod In the vault 
: without BpC'dal hi^tmetlons from Joseph F. 
Haley. a clerk In tho Cathedral, at Klgh- 
Iwut© ami Pact/ streets. In Vain Mr. 
•‘Komke pleaded and exhibited the stub of 
the burial permit which had l>#cu Isaoed 
by the Board #f Health in this city, and the 
permit trout the boronsli «f YCAdon, s'«eiired 
In exefiang* for the- fanned in f'ftifadel- 
plan. Mb O'Rourke also hacl u document 
signed by father Dailey ami known 09 
‘‘Linos foe a Christian Burial.'’ a necessary 
step to secure Interment In a Catholic ceme¬ 
tery. Wupevlntoiulenl Campbell was thdur- 
atu un4 *nld that he bad to obey orders. 

There wa* nothing to do hut dispatch a 
man to sot 1 lire th* 1 permit from Mr. Haley. 
After a tedious wait of three hours the mes¬ 
senger returned end then preparations worn 
ma le for removing the box aud Us Heavy 
contents to the v'anit To pull the box out 
of the wagou and let It drop onto (be ground 
was a coinparatlvelr easy matter. To move 
It after It was on terra firmu iVius different. 

Mr. Q'Beurke, US* two assistants* the two 
detect,IvtM and a^eouple of attaches of the 




cemetery tobk how afigiaufteii, hut the boxl 
rllrl not move. Apilu they k'UY€i.l jjO. strain¬ 
ed and aueceeded In breaking the handle?, 
but the har<Wfil cement refused ti> budge. 
Thv men were in a quandary. They had never 

had such a task before and they regretted 
that they did not h*?c a block and tackle, 
sucli Ut> Is l**«l for moving afcfes. 

Trouble at the C«u>elf»ry> 

lflnnliy the gr#ub of reporter* who had 
been watching the proceedings enme to the 
assistance of ,the men. Thirteen pairs of 
stout arms seized the corners of the box 
nntl by flint of shaving and pulling moved 
U Inch by Inch Into the vault. Once there 

- the vault was closed, and the group of tlrod 

and persptrhiL; workers all left the *mbteiy, 
except the detective#. They remained all 
night, kchpiaK a lonely vigil otox the vault 
lit which vrns the oblong block of cement, 
which sorves a* a shiond for the man whoso 
Han'to will W mentioned motv freipioutly t.a- 
day tliftu that of any other mortal, living 
or fiend, , ... 

Undertaker O'Kmirke does not know when, 
the buvlul will tabo place. Uriflbr the cus¬ 
toms *£ the Catholic church there need bo 
»u niOVO rfllglaus ceremonies connected with 
Jioimmu and H Is unlikely that there will he 
ao.v. It is probable lhat-Mr. oBoutka will 
delegate rhe matter of interment to the eem- 

- etcrj' authorities, la which eu?e the burial 
i can be made quietly nn'l without attra «ing 

undue notice. Certain H Is that ll will be 
done at a time when few people will be 
around and without any fuss or display, ao 
mar.o men will he t.liere than Will be neces- 
snyy to tuov'C the cumbrous box in which the 
body Is imbedded as firmly a# If In u ca*l 
Iron mold. , , T , 

Before u body can be deposit tf In the Holy 
Or*f!w Cemetery It la necessary that the fee j 
o f ?4 for digging the grave .ml §1 for the 
roo of the Vault: be pabb This nirmmr. *5, 
was scut to the Cathedral olllce Wednesday 
night bv the undertaker. Father lihlley also \ 
railed at the Cathedral and explained the 
3«attar ?o that there need be no hitch- I 

The lot or grave In which Holmes will 
be buried has not yet been bought. This 1 
will have to be attended to fctwn, as It Is 
against the lajv to keep a body maro than 
three day* In the vault. Mr, Ilotan will 
either select the Jot or else will relegate- the 
choice to "Mr. O'Raiirlco, 

As soon as he was notified that the exL*cU“ 
tlon had taken ptaoe, Uimortuker CVItourl^ 
hbnl a return of death with the* -Hoard of 
Health. This was recorded by Rf'gfetrjf 
Clerk Theodore M. Oarr. and in deference 
to the notoriety of the dt/c-eased. be made the 
I'ecortl with red ink. The w rtllh ate at 
identh, which wa>s signed by benjamin F. 
Bulvlior, >1. Ih, gave the nsitOe of the *1e- 
o(ursed as ilcrman WV^lodgott, alias U. IP 






Tlolnles, and further dose rib ed him hr white, 
jnakh 85 years ol<J, married. The cau!*e or 
IrUuith was stated as “Hanging according to 
ijlaw.*' Undertniacr OTtourke in his ccrfifi- 
iOato dirl not give auy occupation for the 
jdencrtsnd, and gave the broadly Indefinite 
iocatiou, United States, as the place of 
birth, and named the Holy Cro&4 Cemetery 
hs the place of burial. 


CROWDS WATCHED THE PRISON 


Morbidly Cnrlous I’crsOufe Lined the Strait 
and Awaited tho Springing of 
th# Dealli-Trap. 

Aa early as 7,30 o’clock the crowd of curi¬ 
ous afectnUrs who niways ootigrogatb on 
the exterior of Moyamenslng Prison whert ait 
I execution takes fiUfete began to nssombH 1 
and by 0 o'clock the street in front of tin 
prison and all the approaches wore lbicil 
with peoplo. The driveway t hat loads to the 
! irmiu entrance t# tho prison was r#ped bCf 
and it cordon of police' gnardod tin. 1 passage 
way, ullmvilig tio one excepting those clothed 
with authority to approach the gates. 

Ikhisyunk avenue, on which tile prison 
fronts, was backed from the railing of UK 1 
jail t# fine h#u'se fronts on tho opposite side 
; of Ihe street, and a ghastly silence liredoin- 
luated that was only ‘broken occasionally 
by the clang of an electric car bell or the 
rattle *f a wagon’s wheels. The multitude 
itself was painfully silent, walling for the, 
signal front within ihc prison wads amiouud- 
lug :4hat Holmes had puid the p comity of Ills 
crimes. 

By„b.l5 •’elfuvk all those who had received 
cards of admission -to the execution had ar¬ 
rived and ttfte.cn minutes, later they lfhcl all 
pausing within the prison. Tho crowd with¬ 
out waited patiently foy 10 o'clock tt arrive 
and anally when that hour was reached 
there wafc euusiderablo speculation ns lo 
what time the march to the scuff•ltl would 
bcglu. The. minutes dragged slowly by to 
the -watchers on the ouUldtx but wbeen at 
10,13 thjerc Puttered from one of the prison 
windows a handkerchief announcing that 
1 the tran had been sprung there was a wave 
■f excitement in tho crowd nnd the word 
was passed from mouth to nmuth that the 
murderer, of Renjamln Pietzel bad oxpialod 
his ei irnc on tho gallows. 

Although there was absolutely nothing to 
see tho orowd hovered about the entrance 
to tho prison until the ntidortfikerH; wagon 
passed inside, when It becam.tv rumored that 
tho body was to be taken «ur through tho 
ro.tr outrange to the jail. Then there was. a 
rush to the rear of tftaihjail, where tho 









throng of coitions spectatorK wflUed until tho 
corpae of IhO mnrde-rer, enclosed In u stout 
box. wn« brought but in the unclertafcur's 
wagon and cavrMl away. 


THE CIGRANDS DISAPPOINTED 

Tliey Kxpectod Tltat Holmes Won Id Inform 
Th«Di "Where Emmeline’s Body Joes. 
Special Telegram to The TiMPSS. 

A:jueiison, Ind.* May 7. . 
While* the parents of Emmeline Clgrund 
were gratified at the death of XL H. Holmes 
to-day. they were greatly disappointed unrl 
downcast he; aii.>e ho did not comply with 
their plea Hogs to write them in detail before 
ho diet! regarding their daughter's demise 
Tb.ey Tyaxuod. If possible. to &n 1 Oir- remains, 
if tTPD a tew bnso^ ^ud lay them 1,1 re i st. 
They arc satisfied that his general confession, 
in regard to her w;is not true, even In part. 
mULlft, her edatei\ was with EimutUneln Chb 
eag# floral dnyn before sin) dlfcUihrenred, 
and sh« K&y« Hrmnoilne was not llolmea’ I 
liiisftrt***. ] 

rotor CJgrmid, the falher. was preparing t« 
go to rhllafUdDhla to see Holmes, and, if pos¬ 
sible, Witness the hanging, buc this was 
made Impossible by his being eh light In a 
pras eablotiou ton days ago ami terribly 
burned. 


THE LIFE OF HOLMES 

# _ 

As Soon ?is He Left College Hta Took tc 
Murder u ri'ofesslrm—Tbo Story of 
JMfs Citreer in Chicago. 

| The *tory of Herman W Mud/tett’s life is 
an old story to most people, lint It has been 
*■ told in so disjointed and inc-ohereat n fashion 
ami with so much that was false Or riillcu- 
j lousiy exaggerated fbat kt Is Prohor at this 
time to piiot'tia nearly accurate nil acnUmt 
of his career as Is obtainable. The writer 
1 ms endeavored to sift the simple truth from 
the ina'sjH of falsehood and fabrication which I 
began nKh the murderer’s own lying state¬ 
ment* anit which bins been utidcil to by many 
others w'fio are almost hi* equals in this re¬ 
spect. In the following article dial which Is 
known to bo trhc Is stated. Thai which the 
dead man claims to be true is credited to him 
and for the sake of convenience lie will ire 
referred to always us Holme*. 

He w as Lorn In the IHllc village Of Olhmrn- 
too, New Hampshire, on May 16, 1SOI. Tils 






father a farmer and tils mother up t«> 
Ibo time of her marriage had bwn n school 
teacher. Both were devout AtolhodEssts, ami 
they brongbt up their three Children—two 
glrla and a lioy—In that rdigiauti belief, neo- 
man being fulmlttctl tn the Sunday school 
when be was but ti >cars of age. lie was u 
thin and scrawny child* not at all precocious 
but It Is recalled no\r by bis old schoolmates 
that be bad a habit of saving h£$ pennies 
while they spent ihoira. He was*. never a 
boon Companion In play, and before he wa/i 
10 years old he was known am*o{C hi* fe)I#wa 
as n serious and solitary yonngfcter, %vlio did 
| not for a moment mind his unpopularity. 

Ho became an errand boy iu a photograph 
gallery, and during nine yenirts acted ns 
J clerk In n store, ns naMiitniit to a pli,V.si«lnn 
I and as prlt ate secretary t* the*- president of 
| a dental college. Ho had scodiCd hard at the 
public schools., be.rl accumulated a little 
meney through his amateur business ven¬ 
tures, and, agisted by his parents, bad pre¬ 
pared to eater Dartmouth ollcge. His asso¬ 
ciation with phy&ldans, h#wev«?r. sidetracked 
' him lo this ambition, and he uiatricohUjeri at 
the I’niTerSjity of Vermont, at Burlington, 
where for pne c*II!?go year ho studied medi¬ 
cine. In the following September he jour¬ 
neyed to Aim Arbor, Michigan, and entered 
the medical college at that phice. Tic tviiP 
an apt student and progressed rapidly, l»t 
before he bad bee 5 a at Auu Arbor a year he 
formally entered upon the? career of crime 
which ended In Mtyamenslng X'rlsou yester¬ 
day morning. 

Ills P’lVBt Step in Crime. 

It was, perhaps, the dissecting table which 
gave him hla first taslo for blood, but bis 
initial ciimC was a much more commonplace 
one tban murder. lie became the agent in 
Ann Arbor far a medical book published In 
Chicago, sold qultu a large number of them 
among the students and faculty, and eml« z- 
zled the proceeds. The publishing llrm con¬ 
veniently failed about tills* time, and TTolmos 
w as never prosecuted. He was graduated In 
1881 as a full-fledged physician, and tDovcd to \ 
Moore's k^erks, New Jersey, where he opened 
an office as a physician under his proper 
name. * 

The practice in ttu 2 little Mew Jersey vil¬ 
lage was not lArge ehaugh tr) keep him hi 
food and lodging, and be came to Philadel¬ 
phia working for a short Time lu a drug 
atere oil Columbia avenue. Them he found 






; Khprt employment at the Xorristown Asyl um j 
f for the Insane. *nt it was unprohtnfch*. ana I 
he drifted tilt to Chicago. WhHo at the Ann 
j Arbor University lie made Uie acuunlnttince 
ff a fellow st-ndeut £r#m Canada named 
Paanot. The Ltttei 4 ,hml not xnwperctl since 
hi* diploma was granlcd lilm. und the t\v» 
penniless youu£ men began to concoct 
nchemes for defrauding Insurance companies. 
This was Ixl Chicago In November 1885, ami 
It was then that Mudgcit assumed the nurnc 
•f H. H- Holmes. 

The two arranged the details of a scheme 
to be shared In by fin alleged third party 
Jiving somewhere in n Wentovu Stale', to 
secure from four different jnsvuim/'e 

tompanies lu «ted In ihe East. Petiudl *ud- 
<K*nIy (Ttsibbeax^d, &nd Holmes abandoned 
the scheme. altbongh he had jtirearly )mr- 
chased a (load body und s.eut tL iu a rrunk tv 
, the fidelity Storage Warehouse in Chicago. 
It Is onbv one of tin* muuy rmthetie Incidents 
In the man A Ufe ihat on .July 4, 1878. he hud 
married Tiara. A. Layering at Alton. N, i'I„ 
the ceremw.v being p 'rfermed by John IV 
i uurrier, a Justice oC thu Ponce. A child I 
>Vhs norn tn them one year latoi:, but. Ilnhiiois j 
showed no affection fer his family, uuO while " 
lu Chicago at this time, after the failure of 
hl$ first lnsurani e scheme. he filed In the 
'Superior Court of Cook count,v a libel in 
divorce against the fc’oad country girl whom 
he hail married, Tills was n?aelicd on Feb¬ 
ruary 11. is£7, and cm Judo J, 1891. the 
Court •rdCrert the soil diHuenH'd because of 
die cemblniuuiit's <kfault of appearance. 

The liuildlti* of “Tlio Canl:c« t * f 

Ilslnies, In the early part of* 1888, opened 
a drug store at tbo earner of >;iity-ihlrd upi! 
(’Wallace afreets, iu Chicago, and In connec¬ 
tion with It couclucti rl a. general s-wluflUng 
^ trade, victimizing many people in many clif- 
ferent na)«. He obtained so much money 
that he fihle to purchase the property, 
ami he built on It the five-slory strut lure 
which ha* since been known as “The, 
Castle." In this building be caused to he 
: euuslnieteO tw* secret chambers, ono air¬ 
tight xault aad a furnace which had nil the 
outward appearaMeo nf a crematory. He 
hum the? house to du murder lu. Itc calmly 
and coolly planned it wllh no other idea lu 
view* than that of mills big a profession *f 
billing people. 

The adaption of the profession of murder 
by Holmes at this point in his life, find af¬ 
ter his most uninteresting curieor up to I hat 
time, wjui not the result of auv sudden ini- 





*ul& Ho was *l v nipTyirtldn£ advantage of 
the opportunities be h,id been seeklm; for 
a number of years* anrl carrying «ut the 
plans which had been maturing; In IUh brain 
ever since he was ttrst aliie to formulate 
ihe belief that honesty w«* not the best 
policy. The stories which he has told of ac¬ 
complices )xi Me operations its the “Castle" 
are entirely untrue, u.vecpt Id SO fnr as they 
concuni a professional articulator of bones 
whilst) homo was in a suburb tf f hb ago, and 
Patrick Quinlan, wha wna the Junlto-r of this 
human abattoir. The llist-mentloiied ]>tjr-. 
Hiuwxl eevernl horliea of Holmes, but says 
hr* did so with the thought lluit he was 
dealing with a medical student, Tbo second 
appvAva to have been one of tho few for- 
tuivat * assoehites of Hoiinos who did *et 
meet the fate arranged for htnv 
The firit i an killed In th* OaRtle wnA 
Dr. Robert Leacock, of K«w PnlUmore, 
Mich.. who bad been a student at Ann Ar¬ 
bor, nnd s<ho Js si.aid lo have been the man 
s-UGJ&eistO'l by Poquot ns a liU$dv fellcw- 
conspirator. Holmes kllkd Leacock by giv¬ 
ing him an overwhelming dosa of laurlannm 
n'hilti ho was visiting “the entitle,” but a 
vohlbromJ*0 was effect eel with the Insur¬ 
ance coihDanr whert-ihy the uuuwrer only 
received a small portion of the Insurance 
money due, Helmes says that this was bis 
iiret mnrtlefr and there is no evidence to 
prove a previous one. 

In the lying confession which Holmes caus¬ 
ed tolK! published on Apr)! 12 test hr speak* 
of hiring a eovudn Mr, Ilo**$c]i T a. tcjiani 
of the Castle, by hitting him ill the bead 
with a chair during a controversy over the 
payment of rout. It was dilttauli to Eubuitau- 
tiate tl ia t.Urcwrnit for some time, although 
Holmes tells In detail of the filing of the 
body to the iwele**Tonal artlonlat.er already 
mentioned. The (Chicago police, however, 
haYO found that Russell is alhx* Pnil well in 
Chicago, and the story has moused them. 
There If; ns doubt that Holmes Invented the 
story in order to incnvisfc the horrors and 
ecmsf duently tke price of bis third boSnA 
statement. 

The Heeling "tVilb Tlet^el- 
About this rime he mot Denjamiin F. Piet- 
/,Ct, whose home wts in St. Louis, whose 
business was that of a man out of work aud 
willing to make money by any imams, eud 
whose conMenec in human nature was as 
large as his capacity for stroug (lriuk. He 
was a country-bred boy who had received 
no advantages Id the line Of education. He 
wa« learned at irn early »ge lo A girl front 
Qolvfl, Illinois, ami began life us a fiimivr 
In Indiana. LaU't- ho moved to Kansas, nod 
when to< was forced to leave that Ktnte, 






otvtajr to a worthless mort , £a££ he htul »«- 
cur» d. he set tlvd in St ]j»ui& He secured .a 
houitc for lii^ f anily lu the latter olly T arid 
then went up t Chicago to loot f#r wtvrfc, 

Jtlo tact Helmus whe u the latter niinited 
to Ah employnJ i’ nt agency for u ej.rpGii'tur t# 
repair certain )>arts of a uljns-uiaklTja: mn- 
eUne ti*at ha<1 been placed in the cellar of 
the Castle by a man n&m< d Warner, tt!»o | 
had started ft t'Ornpacy to manufacture glass 
by some Improved method*. Holme** knowl- 
edgn of humtig nnturo led him to perceive 
lu Pl.et.ael them 1 oftsy-golnsy (pmHtle*, tvhloh 
would make him an easy fthd profitable* coo!. 
Tile u»rjjp#rai\v employment became perma¬ 
nent. and from that Ume oil nritil Septcm- 
bv»r 2. 1SSH, when rhe unfortunate »na>i was 
murdered by his employer Ju the house on 
OiUlqwblll street, tills city, I T letznl and 
Holmes -were always together. 

Holmes pwaiMjro'rtln numerous wju a, and 
on September lb, 1893. Insured hi* IIto in 
the Fidelity Mntual Lift- Axwclatlon of 
this city, making the cheerful star^jitenr in 
his application thnt his ninthor had <Jlod at 
the HUG of r>S and his father at Iho n?e «f 
02, They am noth living yet- Whatever 
purpose he had In this. w.rs -abandoned, hour- 
c\tr, and he again Ji^umed his occupation 
•f murder* Lnt* 1 b the year IS^Ki tie had 
opened a jewelry store under lk Tho Cas- 
■ tic*/* and in chare:e #f Ihla he placed Julius 
I f/. Connor, having lh<> latter’s wife* .lulia 
[ Connor, as ayMslanr in the drug storev 
The Connor's hdd one child, a daughte r by 
die tvame «f Pearl. who v^as 5 years old. 
The family occupied rt*im In “T^c toastie/ 1 

The Murder *f the Connor s, 

Mr, and Mrs. Connor quarreled and sop- 
united, and the husband 'Kent West. Just 
what relations existed between Holmes, and 
Mrs, C/Onnor after that arc noeertain r but a 
few week?; lulvr lie Save bi'ilh Mrs. Connor 
one! Pentl a close of poison. It war ^he*lr 
bonc*s which che Chicago Police found After 
tboj had clog ol> the earth In ihe basement of 
•'The Castle'* aod had t*rn down che wall. 
In liit^ confession Holmes asserts that /iheut 
thb time ho killed a man named Rodg&vs, of 
\SVet Morgantown, Va.; a man namt>d (?has. 

C ole, indefinitely described as a Southern 
speculator. and a iomcstlc In his employ 
named Uuic* hut beyond bis stakouud to 
this effect there l» ti# evidence to show that 
such persons ever existed. 









HOWARD FIETZEL. 

Holmes rented room*: In 4 'The Castle” to 
Mr and Mrfp Prank Cook. who were married 
|n Englewood, Ill., by the Itcv. Dr. T^ylnr 
in They wort 1 joined Shortly bv MJm 

Mary Hartieamp. of Hamilton, Out, a niece 
of Mrs. Cook, who was a stenographer by 
profession, and who later bet a mo a. clerk In 
Holmes' employ. In Ills confession Holmes 
says that these people discovered his j«iillt* 
and that he killed Mrs* Cook and Miss Un ra¬ 
ce tup The latter, however* U now alive a.ml 
well at Tiam.iUorL. and she does not believe 
that Holmes murdered her aunt. In Lis con¬ 
fession Holmes nanted ns one of his twenty- 
seven victims Mrs. Cook's tmbym child. 

One of the numerous advertisements 1hat 
Holmes inserted in the. Chicago newspapers 
applying for female stenographers was an¬ 
swered by Miss Emmeline Clgrand, of 
Dwlylit, Ill, a pretty-faced and uusuphistl- 
cated girl who had just .graduated from a 
school of stenography in Chicago. Holmes 
accomplished her ruin* but the caused hbu 
n great deal of annoyance. and there is no 
doubt that he murdered her in “The (Rustle 11 
and attempted to destroy her body in ihc 
furnace. Tier relatives' kept up a vain 
Search for h£r until ibe discoveries by the 
| Ch kmgp police convinced them that 'them 
f was Ho longer any doubt of her fearful fate. 






TaJie Murders ami Keal Marrhigeft. 
Another death at 4 ‘'lbs Cfcsfttf* T of which 

Holmes? spooks Is ihrtr <?r a w#nid.r» named 
ROfcine Van Jasssand, whom ho fiftys he killed 


by poison anti burled beneath the hoor of a 
restaurant in which she vras employed. That 
floor has been dug up and no body found. 
Ho says, also, that he killed a man named 
Hebert -Latimer* who attempted to black¬ 
mail him. belt there is a go*d ileal of doubt 
about tub?. His fourteenth murder, he says/ 
un*s that of Miss Anna Letts, his fifteenth 
that of Mias ftertruilo Cfunor, of MuseatlnO* 
Iown. and lifs sixteenth that -of an unknown 
young woman from Omaha, whom he put out 
of the way in order to obt.iln a very consider- 
able prtperiy in the West. Tlifc* Only one o£ 
these pc«i>le nf wh#/n any knowledge husi 
been obtained Is Miss Connor, who died an 
apparently u.atnra] death at Mu$t atine six 

I month* after #*tip left Chicago. In (he devel¬ 
op men t of his Improved glu&s making scheme 
Holmes siayij that hQ had occasion t* kill the 
man Warner, who invented it, and that the 
body was entirely destroyed in the I'urmico. J 
Ills )oog line of immiorB, real and inhsttla- 
ary. were occasionally hroken by marriage, 

1 On January 2S, 1SS7, Myrtu 'A. ikdknsift a 
young woman living at lifnn, ill,, became his 
wife uufl Uvt'd with him at ul J’bo Castle 1 ’ for 
I some time. They did not get along well to- 




•getlicc, nnd eb<? returned t# her home, \vliere 
bh-e Htlll )ivt'&* aw! whero a girl btiby \*as 
fcorn to thorn. Just why Ilolioo* illilJiot kill 
her he Uas never taken the trouble t* say In 
any of hi* tArioil st*atcmtHils. 

Holmes tells of the Improbable mnMOt of 
a young Kuglkhman at iWs time, but there 
is uo evidence that he tell? r he truth. Jt wax 
about the 1st of January, 1S">& when he 
again out of Ptoinj&vaphors, and secured 
through an Intelligence ottFe hi Chicago th£ 
unfortunate Mhmui R ’Williams, who lmd 
come iSortk from Fort Worth, Tt‘x&*, to ae-ei 
employment. Mbs Williams was the owner 
of some real estate in Fart "Worth and had 
graduated from the* OonservsJ ory of Music 
at Boston, but those t* earn h<*>* own living 
for llu* lime tudKg. It was not very long 
after shy entered Holm-es" employ that he 
won oonmlete ontrol «rer htr. and thrssgfc 
Ills promises to develop her prolK'riy at Fort 
Wurth Induced her 10 e&ed all her real estate 
lietongriiJgt cvet* ta him. 

Tale of tlio William* Sisters. 

Miss Nannie Wllllims, af Fort "Worth, 
Minnie’s sister, had an eqtiaJ interest In the 
property, and fit the suggestion of J-Jtimes 
Minnie Invited her to. come North. She did 
sA. ^ m i t b,V him at the depot, taken t* 
"The Fastle 1r an€ locked in the air-tight 
* vault. Here she died. Jnst how her sister 
Minnie waft murdered Is not Hear, although 
Holmes assert* positively Ihr.t he ended her 
1 life with pol*0n lit a lier*»T at Momence, 1U., 
on November Ku ISWk. He asserts that he 
placed both bodies in tmnlis and tlircrpr 
U>em •verbfard in Lake Michigan, Whether 
•r not tills btery W a fabrication, no doubt 
exists that he did murdt>r the Williams sis- 
ler st and make nwny with their bodies. As 
an iflustvallon of the iebomuvlre idyls of 
Holmes* confession It may be sebl that at 
this point he mentioned as an Incident !e 
7ila c#uf<? salon the murder of ft wealthy vis¬ 
itor to the World’** Fair, and adds; 

“After MisS Williams* death I foumfcj 
among her papers an Insurance policy made 
In favor of lier brother, llnldwiii Williams, 
•f LccOdvlllc, Colorado. I therefore' went to 
that city early In i8P4, and hating f mix'd 
him, took his life by shotting him, )t being 
believer! 1 had dpti-e so In aelf-rtcftUH*. A lit¬ 
tle later, when the assignment of the policy 
to which I bad forged \lisx "Williams' name 
w as presented t« John M. Mawoll. of Read- 
viiic. the udministrtiior of the Williams es¬ 
tate. it wnft honored and the money paid.” 
That Holmes was as much of a ilar a* he 
was n murderer. Is best evidenced by this 
ridiculous statement. 

HavJfrjg secured uxssesslon of Ihe "WllllatnfK 
property In Fort WorUv Holmes now get 



about realizing tvhftt ho om'dd wimn Si. He 
diad mot in Cftiuag* in March, 1$!>8. Miss 
Georjrfannu Yoke, of Franklin. lmUmi.i, an 
estimable youn^r woRian. who In the end was 
partially able to right the wrongs which he 
heaped upon her by giving testimony at the 
trial which helped 50 convict ijhfi. It Mould 
htryo linen ft danc;ercu* matter f< i 1 him to 
1 ent^r mt* an3 now matrimonial alliances la 
the Hast, or at any place. under the various 
names ke assumed. an<l *0 he 100 k her 
to Deuver, where, on January 17, 3.81H, they 
were married by the Ket. *r. WlJiiam J. 
Wili'iOi. The name he gave at that time was 
H. M. Howard, and ho was married under 
it. although he expluinod to Mis.* Yoke that 
his right name was Holmes, toiling her—as 
only tie could that lie had a very rich uneh> 
by the name of Howard who had promised 
to leave him a lrrgc sum of money in case 
ft* adopted that name, 

THE KILLING OF PIETZEL 


The Fort lVori.li Swindles—Flight of U 10 
Conspirators—,A I’rJsun Conference In St, 
Lonls Overhearrt^-Tlien the "Murder. 

During all ilils time ri£t7X?l had been a 
<iu!ct and unostentatious tool in Holmes’ 
hands, receiving a regular salary aud send¬ 
ing u considerable portion Of it each Week 
ro his wife at tit. Louis. Noe', however, 
came the tin*.* of his gi^atear usefulness, 
and in January. Holme* sent him to 

Fort Werth t* see what cauUI I>o done with 
the Williams property. Lhetzel adorned 
there the name OC Benton lit Hyman, ami 
wji* shortly Joinod by Holme* runt Mis* 
Yok'e. who traveled under the name of Mr. 
uimI Mrs. I>. P. Pratt. Holmes? told Miss 
Yoke one of his characteristic fairy Tories 
in erdcr to secure her consent to traveling 
under a fictitious name. 

The bogns Pr*U and Lyman nnsasefl la 
! the building of a store property on the land 
formerly owne d by the Williams and 

Indulged in various fraudulent enterprises, 
•uo of these Was tbo issuing of a note on 
May 16, 1SU4, for $16,000, signed by B. F. 
Hyman, and Indorsed hy D. F. Pratt. On 
thi$ note the pair received frem 

Sidney H. Samuel*, a lawyer of Fort Worth, 
who took them to Northern capitalist^. 
The note was Supposed 1* be secured by 
the Williams properly, but this wa^ later 
heavily siortgaged by TTelmes. who also fctole 
a CUrload of horses and $hll)p#fl them to Oil-, 
c*agf) a few' hours before he amL MUs Yoke 





r left the town fozvvo-Jr. Fort Worth i# UlOF 
day has a very distinct recollection of tbs 
1 firm of Frail & Lyman. and If by any ckauce 
Holmes shonirl have escaped exevutiwn hers 
he could not have visited Texas with even 
the vaguest a^urance of pers mil safety, 
TIkt c -; of the conspirators from Fort 
Worth ranged them to eepaiutc f^r BOiue 
time*. Plotzvi went t* Chicago and took np 
his rtfnrleme at “The Castle/' while Holme* 
and Ml«fj 1'oke fled to Denver and lasted 
there In quiet for several weeks,, They ex¬ 
changed a grout den] of correspondence, 
however, nnd arranged a meeting jn St. 
Louis. where they gathered an May 2\ of 
the same year. Holmes hero reminded iMet-. 
zel of a $10,000 llf* insunmopi policy which 
the latter had placed «n his lif* at Holmes' 
requosc a short thoe before, and suggested 
lh^ tuihsllloMon of a b*dy In order to secure 
the money. Fictzcl acquit cd 
While the details •/ this scheme were 
being arranged Holmes eonlrl not refrain 
from Indulging in •utsidc jobs, and ou Juno. 
i 15 lie purchased a drug sttre in &t. Louis 
i umlcr the name nf Howard, solving several, 
! ftctltlew* papers of no value and a mortgage 
i on the properly In. payment, For a little 
! over a month be commoted the store anrl. 
| was then arrested by the Merrill I>tug Com¬ 
pany. of Leuls, on a <*barge of c*n*>i>lrac5 
and i#dge<i In prison. Hi* iiad attempted to 
sell the store to a man named Rcowu. when 
the former owners CEte^frvttwt hts Jntenllona, 
From July lb to July ill lie whs in prison, 
but on the Tatter rlste by secured his release 
through hail furnished, by Miss Yoke. 

A Fatal Conference and IU Result*. 

While he was in pidsem Fietg(?i oallod upon 
him frc^ufcntly, and the det.nlls of the ar¬ 
rangement to swindle the Fidelity Mutual 
Llfo AssCtdldiOn af Philadelphia out of thc> 
which on November a 1$©3, they had 
placed on Pietzefs life, were fllscuaaodL 
Holmes met in Ifce prison, the notorious 
Marfom O Hengepedhr the man who had 
jnst been semcnc'Cil to twenty years* Lm- 
I prlsonment f*r holding u? a train on the 
. Missouri Pacllic Railway. Hedgepeth was 
consulted in reference to securing a lawyer 
I whose c*n*<:5cnce weuid not prevent him 
entering tut* the conspiracy, and he s.ug- 




MISS NANNIE WILUAMS. 


r ested the name or Joplha T*. Howe, of St. 

yOnis. For Ills advice and. for hi$ promise 
tt> keep quiet In the matter- he was promised 
?f>00 by Holmes, and it T-as the failure of 
the latter tf> keep his promise lhat led di¬ 
rectly i# his arrest, r rich conviction and ex¬ 
ecution. 

As soon as he was reloaded from prison" 
Holmes and Miss Yoke came on to Now 
York. They spent several days in that city 
and on Sunday, August C>, JSSkb arrived In 
Philadelphia and taok rooms in the boarding 
hou'se kept by Mrs. Alcorn, at 11M3 North 
THcvcnth street. Holmes at that thno tthl 
his supposed wife that, he was engaged lu 
selling a patent letter oopleiv and Lhat the 
immediate business which brought him t M 
Philadelphia was the disposing tf a larg* 
fiiuantliy of the copious to the t'eimsylvsmT 
^Railroad. A few clays after lie arrived he 
telegraphed M57.57 to tiin Chh^ago. oJHee > 
*>f the leidelity Mutual LifV Association in 
payment of the half-yearly premium, on the 
rietzel policy. ,t 

Th# oxuet date of Piot.zel’s arrival l 
Philadelphia a matter Of j^eoulation, Ivo 'j 
on August J7, under th& name of It. F. Pe 
rv, hd rented the two-story house at l3io 
Hallowhlll d g teh dollars Jp ad-J 
















tent to YVnirer mr KApjMPcfer, rhe 
agent On the same day- Holmes and Pict- 
KCl purchased a <iimHtity of second-hand fur¬ 
niture from Jobo F. Jfngh.eE, 10*FT Button- 
wood street-* and moved It into the Oaliuw- 
bill street building. The Iavo fitted up the i 
establl .shtnent together, mud n sign waSj 
placed In the front window announcing that: 
E. F, Perry was an agent* foi* lUe purchase 
%nd sale of patents. 

Chloroformnl While Inloxlcftiedi 
Pietzel had by thte time exhausted bla 
usefulness as Holmes* agent, Atul while the 
former understood that a body resembling 
his was to be placed In the Cnllowhlll street 
itorO after his departure, the latter had 
made up his mind to kiU li|* agent and 
gather In all the profits. Pletscel was a man 
whe drank a good deal, and on Saturday af¬ 
ternoon, Septemlwr 1, he bongbt a consid¬ 
erable amount of whisky lo tide him over 
Sunday. On the following day Holmes 
loft Miss Yoke at tlrelr North Eleventh 
street boarding house at If.dO In the morn¬ 
ing and went dotvn lo the Callowhlll street 
building. In the bed room in the rear of 
the second floor ho found PletiCl In a drunk¬ 
en fctnpor, and deliberately 'bhloroforme^ 
him to death. - 

When Pletzel was dc-ud Holtnes poured 
diioroform OTer his face amt the uppvr part 
♦f bis dotti ng and set tire to It. breaking tin* 
empty botll-e alongside of him in order to 
leave evidence that on explosion Of some sort 
bad taken place. IIo also poured chloroform 
In the dead mini's mouth, .and by pressure on 
the cheat worked the poison down into Piet- 
stomach. He •tiened the window shut 
tens so that the 9im weuld shine on the- dead 
naiPs face and hasten decomposition. Jt 
must have lak^n him a very long time to do 
all this, because it was not until 4 o'clock In 
th«> afternoon that he returned in a very ex 
cited frame of mind to Miss Yoke at ^helr 
hoarding house. 

In the three* statements made re¬ 

garding the murder Of Pietsel the ltr*t was 
to the effect that the body was a substituted 
'uf* obtained In New York ami that Pletzel 
ad fled. The second asserted that. the body 
a? rr*nllv that of Pletzel, but that his agent 
iintl committed suicide and ha had simply 
turned the* body in order lo give pvlrkmee of 
•ii fatal tXplo^h ti so ms to collect tbo insur¬ 
ance money. The third. In which he admits 
the killing, contain* the following paragraph: 

MOJmes* Story of the Murder. 
f, I flrst bound him hand and foot rind hav¬ 
ing done this I proceeded to burn him alive 
by saturating hb clothing rdc! his face 





with benzine and Igniting IC ^Tt^'a id ftp’ll. 
So horrible w3‘< Jills borturc that in vtuIUnjr 
It lhave been Iftupfed to attribute his death 
to Joiner more hmnane moajis—not with n 
wish to spare myself, hut hccause I fear 
that It will not he helleved that anyone could 
lie no heartless and depraved. The least 1 
can dlo Is to spare Tny readers a recital of 
the victim’s cries for mercy, his prayers and 
finally Ills pica tor a more spe edy termina¬ 
tion of his suffering, all of which had upon 
me n# offset. The chloroform I placed In 
hlk stomach lifter he was dead," 

This is all a deliberate lie. because the 
expert testimony submitted at the Irlel 
shows that there was no struggle whatever, 
.alid that the clothing of the corpse was In 
no wise disarranged. Mure t'hnn this, it was 
prove** tkat the burns inflicted on the hotly 
were such as conld only result Trom the 
contact of fire with a dead person, and 
neither the hands nnr feet of lr*lctz<?l bad 
‘been hound. His murder was a very common¬ 
place .one, and It was only ;ho Irnsaue f.lesire 
on the part of Holmes to incorporate sen¬ 
sational faUcbo+d In every statement eman¬ 
ating from him that led him even In the 
shaaow of j ho gallows to Indulge In (liese 
ridiculous untruths. 

Having killed Ptetzel, Holmes and Miss 
Yoke, whose trunks had been packed In ad¬ 
vance, left Philadelphia on the 10.2," train on 
that fatal Sunday night, and wont direct to 
Indianapolis, whore the?" registered nt tlie 
Stukhlns TlovMie. The next day a man 
humorl Eug«ie Smith, who had hecn em¬ 
ployed by Plcizcl lit the Callowhlll street 
Jkmsie In this city, discovered the dead 
body of the man whom ho had kpown as 
Perry, and the ner\*s of his death was sent: 
out through all the papers. Holmes went 
straight to St. Louis, where he calle d upon 
Mrs. Plotfcel, to continue his scheme of 
fraud. Mrs. PJetzel knew that her husband 
was in Philadelphia nuder the name of 
Terry, and had bmi corresponding with 
him up to the very day that his deatlJ was 
announced in the St. Louis papers. 

„ . 

FATE OF THE CHILDREN 


The Murderer’s Mcsjmvate Effort to Wipe, 
Oat the tlntlre FietzcJ Fmn1ly r 
and His Partial Success. 

Holmes assured the widow that her hus¬ 
band was still alive, and that the body found 
In Philadelphia was that of u corpse secured 
from m medical Institution In New York city, 
lie told her not to worry about it, hut to 
Identify the rejpalps if billed u *0n to d# s er. 





^Ele then went to Chicago to wwntt develop- 
meats. Jept'hu I), Howe. the SI. Lnuls at¬ 
torney who had been recommended by Trndn- 
robber Hedgepeth. at tlii ;* point began to play 
hte lart lot the game hy repress tiling himself 
*s the counsel! for Mrs. Pletxel. the benefi¬ 
ciary under the life Insurant policy. amt 
claiming that Pietzel and tlu‘ roan Perry 
were one, He trnule tbl 3 claim to G-'erge li, 
StacklCi'i, the manager lor the Tlrtlmlstril 
1 1 1 3 11 ti a o) p h. J a Insurance company in Sit. Louis. 

The company learned through Holmes’ sec- 
oud wife, uho was then living at Wilmette, 
1JL, of the whereabouts of her huabund, with 
whom she had heert living whcui the Pie laid 
policy was takem oiict. They wrote to him 
asking for a description of PKtzcl. ami he re¬ 
plied very Indifferently that while lie doubled 
the Identity of the b#tly fmiml, he w ould, in 
a fow days, stop off In Philadelphia on ht« 
way to Baltimore and take a look at ft. in 
tht meantime Coroner Ashbtidge had held an 
JnQuost on Sepie inlmr x\ the jury finding thar 
depth had b edi ennsod by accident, untl on 
September 13 Pleiad's body wnn buried un¬ 
der tin* name of IS. 1L Percy in Potter’s Field 
Philadelphia. 

Having rejoined Miss Yoke. Hfhues left 
Tntiian&hftlK on SeptemlK?r lt>. came on to 
Philadelphia. and agsdn Inok rooms at Mrs. 
Alcorn‘s boarding lumsc Mr*. Plelxel was 
too til to Itvwe St. Louis for Ih pmpose 
of Identifying her husband’* bod>, but silio 
Rent her (laughter Alice, then 1 4 years old, 
to Philadelphia, In company with Lzueyor 
Jeptha I). liowe. They arrived the same 
day lljfiit Holm os and Mfss Yoke did,, und 
took room* nt the Iniilorlnl Hotul, 

electing lu the Itmintmco Office, 

The ue*t morning Hnwc and Alice I’let- 
5 gc 1 called at the ofB<e of the Fidelity Mu¬ 
tual Insurance Oomhanv. at 1>W WaJnn* 
street, and there met Holme? The fact of 
the conspiracy was here shown by the f/ict 
ihut Holmes and Hawt> met as perfect 
strangers* and were Introduced hr Presi¬ 
dent Fouae without cither giving any sign 
of recognition, although Ibey had kniwn 

I each other very intimately In St. Louis. 
During the conference In the Insurance com¬ 
pany's offtoe the murks of Identification on 
the^ody were agreed upon. 

The nexr day all the parties lute rested 
gathered in Potter's Field and Wetsel'fi body 
vias exhumed. The- late Dr. William K. Mat- 
tern. who was then Coruau»r':* Physician, had 
difficulty In finding the m.orks of idcntHha- 
tlon, but Holmes located lliem to the satis¬ 
faction of i v^rybody, ami the daughter. 




Alin the i?mM tll'-M- at Her 

father. Holmes and Alice made corroborative 
affidavit* before Coroner Aehbrldgp at the 
Kt*‘orifl liHphmt. and the company recognised 
The Justice of ihe t*lalni That same evening 
the] left for Indlanano*!*, ivhlle Jeptlm Lu 
IIo^'P stayed in FhMe pbiii to dicker with 
the insurance company. lie finally agreed to 
deduct from the $10,4X1(1 the expenses of the 
lmrxUpalloii. and wns given a chci'k for 
$si,7irn$^, 

Holmes left Alice at a hotel In Indianapolis 
mid went to St. fjnjiK ] nrrlVltig, there Sep¬ 
tember 27. Mrs. IMetzel icas Induced t# give 
Howe $J2 "i00 of tho money sent to her by the 
li».nriiiiicn company as bis fee. ancl then 
Holme*) aceured $6,700 of what remained on 
the plea that thUr amount was needed to Pay 
ofl a note on the Fort Worth property, lu 
which *Ue Inhered her husb.nfil to be inter' 
csted. Holmes took her to a bank, wade an 
lmuKiuary transaction at one of the teller’s 
windows. and came back with a niece of 
bogus patter, which he said gave her absolute 
title to the property out of which he hail de¬ 
frauded the unfortunate Williams Platers, 

Ho Secured Ibr Children. 

Then came the worst of all UnhooK’ crimes.. 
He told Mrs. Pletzcl, who wag 111, that her 
husband rtoKlred to see lib* children, and 
she permitted him to take :Sellle, who was 
1 1 years old, nnd Howard, who wa« 9, awa^r 
with him oa the pretext time they Ai'ere 
going to Join their father. lie carried them 
to Indlaiuipells. where they were Joined by 
Alice, and be registered them at the Atldn 
tie IIouino, In that city, under tlic uarae of 
Alexander IS. Cook and three children/' Ho 
began at once to look about him for a con¬ 
venient lilacs to kill the • children* but rLId ! 
not dxul me until October'^, wLiU Ue rv-nled : 
9 Cottage In Irvington, a (pilot suburb at- 
Indianapolis, saying that It was for bis sis¬ 
ter, Mrs. A. FI. Coo k. 

Five days later Holmes took tittle Howard 
out ro the Irvington cottage, having lirat 
eniMu.’d to be sent there a stove and a 
trunk, which he had borrowed from Mrs. 
Pletzel. HJa own dcscriptlon-of the murder 
of Howard Is aa follows^ 







HOLMES. 

Sketched Durfag HI* Trlftl- 

“I celled the boy into the hou&e and in- 
slRted that ho go to hed at once. f)r*t gl-ring 
lilm what I told him was. a dose of incdb 
cine. It was poison which 1 hart fhtnined on 
Oct •hoe 7 at the Irvington drug store. As 
soon aa be had censed to breathe I cut his 
body Into pieces that would pass through 
the door of the stove. and by the combined 
use of gna and e*roeol>s proceeded to bur'll 
ft. 1 ' In this statement Uir uortuestlnnahly 
told the truth, becanse nil thut waa fount! 
of the lx>y was a few- pieces of hone, h!s 
rneUt and the charred plaything* he had 
tnUen with him from home. Ills mother's 
trunk partially destroyed was* found uudor 
the front piazza of the cottage. 

Hemming hwjfmmpolis Utlmug found 
himself in a dangerous predicament. Mis* 
Yoke eft me on from Philadelphia to meet 
him* anti he could not tell her of the noar 
nppioaeh of the children without tuvmalng 
her suspicion*. So he- formed two parties 
and traveled t* Detroit, registering the chib 
dren at the Western Hotel a* Klta and 
Nellie Cunning, and Mi3s Yoke an<l himself 
at the Hotel Normandie as G. Howell ami 
wife, In order to bring matters to an Issuo 
and to wipe out at one tithe what waa left 
*f the Plety.el family he wrou* to Mrs. 
Pletaa) to bring her pflrlest daughter •r.R%a. 






who vyae 16 years #ld, anther llftlo^bahy, n 
little over 1 l ear old, on to Detroit, whore 
he said they would meet their husband and 
father. 

Htfvvfttd lHad-Tten the West, 

l*he lUtlV family Arrived In Detroit on #c- 
tober 14 , ami were reglsiered by Holme? 
as Carrie A. Adams and dangbk'r at Gils" 
Hetel. It was Holmes' Intention to kill as 
many of the* party as he could In Detroit, 
and hP rented a lions.e In that city at 241 
Hast Ftrost uv*»un. In the rear of the 
cellar he dug a hole four feet loag, three 
and one-balf foot wide anti hourly fear feet 
deep, Into whKU ho had ejected to bnry 
the bodies of tho children, hut the presence^ 
of so many o!hl» victims in Petrdi caosei 
him to change his plan, ’With Miss Ytkc 
he started abruptly for Toronto, Can»d\ 
leaving wonl for Mrs, Piot*cl, Pe*«n and the 
.baby to follow him on (lit? fMVt'CWllng day, 
and securing tickets for the two- other chil¬ 
dren on the train will* him. 

The throe different detachments reached 
Toronto ss.fol,v\ anel were aijwtn juggled 
about by Holmes am*ng dlfferfint hotels. lie 
met Mr*. Plclzd at the depot and assured 
hot that her hosfmni was Home where near 
"'ororito. but that It would be best for her 
to remain very qnlet nntll he wrts located. 
Holme* *ent MIhs Yoke an a visit to Xlagar& 
Falls imd on October 20 rt>ntnj the house at 
10 St, Vfncent street, Torolto, giving the 
namt* Of Howard onrl paying that his sister 
was tj>; tnke cha rge of the place 

He made a trip to Niagara Palls to bring 
buck Mlxs Yoke, and on October 24 he wont 
to the 5ft, Vincent street house nod borrowed 
a spade from a neighbor with which to dig 
a deep hole in the collar. He said ho waatecl 
to Inuy potatoes. On the morning of the* 
next <;!«>* he took Alice and Nellie from the 
Albion Hotel, at which they hflil been stan¬ 
ding. lying to them aixnit the wiwrcaboms 
of llttlb Howard, arfl ttrore them In a car¬ 
riage to St. Vincent slrcft They entered 
the house which Holmes liod rented, a n d 
were there murdered that same day. The 
manner of their killing Is described by 
Iloltno^ ns follows: 

How the Girl)? I>l0<h 

“I compelled! them both to got within a 
large trunk, which I had caused to be sent to 
, the howe. and through the cover of which 
I made a small opening. Herb 1 left them 
until l conk! return, and at my leisure kill 
At k P. M. I borrowed a spade of a 
neighbor, ni.ul at the sarne time called on 
Mm 1'Ietrel at her hotel. I then m u rned i^g 









iftj'Ttyfrel " P^v went f 

again to Mrs, rietzel> hotel, where I aided 
her In leaving Toronto for •gdeashnrg, f \'cw 
York. Hater 1 again returned to the bouse 


MISS EMMELINE CIGRAND. 

where tlie children wiwo imprisoned, and 
Marten their lives by e^nueellng thr- gus with 
the evening in th<» trunk. Then came tire 
opening of the trunk and the viewing nf their 
little blackened nnd dl*.ior ted faces, then the 
[dieting nf their shallow gmu?s in the DasO- 
mrnt nf the honse, the rulhloss stripping OJT 
of their clothing nnd the hnrlnl without a 
particle of covering save* the cold earth 
which I heaped upon them with flemllsli del 
light. 1 ’ 

Inasmuch as them Is no gas In the house 
at Toronto that part of> the story is. on 11s 
facts a fabrication, nod the general Jjellef is 
that be strangled the children before bury- 
big them. Since he made his last^onfes^lou > 
■however, lie lia>3 Amended It by saying that 
he bad an accomplice In the Toronto mur¬ 
ders, who manufactured the gas with which 
he suffocated the two children. 

When he had wiped out tkl* other de¬ 
tachment of the Pletzel family, lie set about 
accomplishing the destruction of Mrs. Plet- 
zol, Dcssa and dm holly. He sent them 
to OgrtenSburg on the excuse that their 
husband and father was in that vicinity, and 
then ^directed them to go to Burlington, Ver¬ 
mont’, ell the time following with Miss lbfrko 
and registering her at different hotels atirt J 
under many different names, lie had the 
ntiduolty at this time to visit Ills old home 
hr hriinmu.tnii New Hampshire, and from 









> T > , V, ■ m h? i- X tb y a vc:n her 1 (1 be fosc(ii p tl bI * 
relatione with hls rent wife, the flr*t a«^ 
only Mrs. Mudgott. The romflpflc story be 
tnld her of Uls wanderings Is too allly iv be 
printed. 


THE ARREST AND CONVICTION 


Lust. Attempt at JXInrder Falls and Holm«5 
Is Taken Into Custody—HI* Sensational 
Trial and What Followed. 

At Burlington Holmes vented a lion?* At 
20 "Winooski avenue, giving tho name of J. 
A. JudKOn. Here hft placed Mrs. rietsci, 
T>e«sa and the baby, telling them to await 
there tbf coming of tbo long dead PletreL 
He baf. purchased :i package of (lynmnlle 
with which to dtdroy this romnant of the 
rietxct family, acd afler left the place 
Ho sent word to MffU Tletacl ta roioove the 
pnekago from the .garret urul take il Into 
tbe cellar. Her failure to do tb!« anved hvr 
ow;n Jiff* and the Jive* of her two remaining 
children, as* was testified to during the trial* 

Leaving Ilorlingtou Holmes traveled 
straight to Un$t«n, and went Into a hotel to 
register. He bad Jnijit inscribed his name on 
tbe book at the clerk's desk when a stalwArt 
detective attached to the Boston Police De- 
partmeut placed his baud #n Ills shanlder 
and took him Jnt* custody. He was notified 
l I lmt the charge against him was that of 
swindling '\ Philadelphia Insurance rom* 
pany out of $lO.0#0, T\'Stb a second charge of 
borse ajeuTf/iff awaiting bln? At Fort WOllli, 
Texas. Tie was v'ery end when be received 
this news, an<l he took his arrest with ex¬ 
traordinary composure. The Philadelphia 
Authorities were natlded of his capture, and 
they sent a detective oil to bring him to tbi* 
city, but In the meantime he had divulged 
the whereabout* o£ Mrs. Piety.el. 

The latter was arrestea at Hnrlington, and 
with J)i>*Fn And tin.* baby was brought to 
Boston, Therv they all waived examination 
And eame to Philadelphia la tbe custody o£ 
the police of this city, nil believing that the 
charge a*rain*t them was conspiracy. Holmes 
learned fAr the drst tlm.? on reac hing Phila¬ 
delphia that Train Hobber Hedgepeth, in 
bis cell In tbe Sr, Louis prison, had waited 
as long as by thought he ought to for the 
K>Ot Promised him, and when the money 
failed to appear be bind written a letter to 
f The Chief of Police of £t. Louis <?;vpi>sln£ the 
I Whole jwlndnv 






Locking- tip HbtjncV Career. 

It Is not Necessary to recite In detail the 
Ktory of Holmes' trial. The authorities 
quickly learned that Mrs. Pictzel was mncli 
more Rlunod agalbfrt than stoulug and or. 
dcred her release after a short ©•nfmoment. 
Their endeavors to secure proof of a con* 
splracy very soon led to an Investigation 
Into the career of Holmes, and what they 
discovered bus been told In the previous 
vJmptera. That the revelations shacked and 
astounded the olvlLlzerl world Is a fact of 
too recent memory to hear repetition. 

While he was in Boston, on November IS, 
Holmes mode his first confession. In which 
he declared that rletzid was not dead anrl 
that the body found In the Callowhill street 
house was tliat of ft corpse purchased of a 
medical student In New York city. On !>«' 
comber 15 be mado bis second eonfC€fcio[i, In 
which he said that Fletzel hud committed 
mileldc and that MU* Minnie Williams hud 
taken the children to Europe. He remained 
in Aioyamon»i*g Prison until June 3. 1835, 
whvn he was trierl for conspiracy ft ud pleaded 
guilty. 4n KoftomDer 12 be was Indicted 
iov trie murder of Pkdzel, and on OrUber 
was arraigned for trial Lu the Quarter Ses¬ 
sions Court of Phlladclobfa before Judge 
Arnold. 

When the trial opened Lawyers llotan and 
Shoemaker, f«r iho defeiiae, moved f*r a 
continuance, which wa* promptly denied, 
and then they both withdrew from tb.ii case 
and from the court. All Unit day and until 
the evening of the next clnY Holmes, elnfflt- 
handed and alone, battled f*r l)ls life a* hH 
own Attorney. It war a Jury *f hist own sejeo* 
tlon that occupied «eats lu tbc box. ami hfft 
rvoaa-exftialnathm of the first few witnesses 
called shtwed not only a phenoinonnl 
, nhrewflncft* nnd nerve on his imjt, but tl 
j knowledge of Jurlxnrudenre which nston- 
! Isbed the spectator*. 

The Scenes of All, 

Ills Inwyers returned to him on tbe second 
dni'. however* and the trial lasted for ex¬ 
actly a week, ending on November % when 
the jury rendered the verdict, “Guilty of 
murder In the first <1 egret’." District Attor 
ney GraltAm‘» management of the case at 
traded the admiration of tbe entire bar of 
JPhlU'ulelphla, not only because of Its vig#r 
and carefulness of preparation, but because 
of the fairness which he showed, to theyoung 
attorney* representing the prisoner. Ilia 
final summing up before the jun'. however, 
was «nc of llrfc most terrific arraignment of 












4 prtouiujr wrhkb lias evi'f liepu heard in the 
(oral conn * 

A muThm for a new trbit wn* made, and on 
NtiTt nilM r IS Judges Thayer. WilMin nud Ar- 
n*>ltni. *-v *uprising t v.urtof ConaiuiHt Fton*, Xo. 
t t lumrd n U Jiftijr ar^imuiL. Oni'r diratP the 
m Turney fc r fer rli^ defend made stroll uaiiit 
efforts to secure a postponement. and the 
bog it* nm<Urlt la<i'ortt»*v(T hy T,it wytr SSvk- 
amk [i‘ or lAn^* 1 fur a cun i Inna ru? Inter led to 

Ids suspension nh a ..l>er of the liar for 

one yv&r* On November 3D the motion for u 
w w trhtl v, ns on * rrnleiL jfcticl in (ho precipe 
oi a tyowded coon Hulioas wftti sentcDcvsl to 

1* 1jUQ£. 

On February 3 Inst; tds appeal to the Su 
pee me Court for n ueiv rriuJ was a rattl'd, 
and on March 4 the -&ppf)estkm was renisHt 
nj his f€(e seal' d. The rery iu»5f 1 day Nov- 
ertior naiHtJn^F signed the death warm pi and 
fived May 7 as ibe date for the execution. 
On ring lh<* tlm* whkb h&s elapsed nlnce 
HuUaes ha* hr cn so emi^tautly in ihe pub He 
eye find hns done and wuld an ) written fco 
much to nuke himself conspicuous thni It hs 
ii^i :, l 1]fu recoup! his doings There U no 
part of i he world to which publicnfl kmn of 
aninu sort rf.frrrlUKf to him ha to not peue 
truths, utid this fGet was one of the few gratU 
fybpg Mpea <>□ Which he reillected duping the 
Inst few 'U>*-of Ids life. 

He k»v*<t ii*jtorl«i\ 
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